
OIP (rev. Jan. 2023) 

NOTICE TO REQUESTER
TO: Will Scolinos, America First Legal Foundation     

(Requester’s name) 

FROM: State of Hawai‘i, Department of Human Services, 

DATE THAT THE RECORD REQUEST WAS RECEIVED BY AGENCY:  October 8, 2025 

DATE OF THIS NOTICE:  November 4, 2025 

GOVERNMENT RECORDS YOU REQUESTED (attach copy of request or provide brief description below): 
1. See attached copy of request.

THIS NOTICE IS TO INFORM YOU THAT YOUR RECORD REQUEST: 

☐ Will be granted in its entirety.

☒Cannot be granted.  Agency is unable to disclose the requested records for the following reason:
☒ Agency does not maintain the responsive records for requests # 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 11.  (HRS §

92F-3)

☐ Agency needs further clarification or description of the records requested.  Please contact the agency
and provide the following  information:

☒ Requests 6, 8, and 11 require agency to create a summary or compilation from records, but requested
information is not readily retrievable.  (HRS § 92F-11(c))

☒ Will be granted in part (Requests 2, 4, and 8 attached) and denied in part (see above),   OR   ☐
Is denied in its entirety. Although the agency maintains the requested records, it is not disclosing
all or part of them based on the exemptions provided in HRS § 92F-13 and/or § 92F-22 or other
laws cited below.
(Describe the portions of records that the agency will not disclose.)

RECORDS OR  
INFORMATION WITHHELD 

APPLICABLE 
STATUTES 

AGENCY 
JUSTIFICATION 

Communications between 
agency staff and the Department 
of the Attorney General for the 
purpose of litigation 

HRS §92F-13(2) Attorney-client privileged 
communications. 

REQUESTER’S RESPONSIBILITIES:  
You are required to (1) pay any lawful fees and costs assessed; (2) make any necessary arrangements with the agency 
to inspect, copy or receive copies as instructed below; and (3) provide the agency any additional information requested.  
For questions about this notice or the records being sought, please ask the agency’s contact person named 
at the top of this form.  Also, please submit your payment, if any, to the agency at the address listed at the top of this 
form.  DO NOT SEND YOUR PAYMENT to the Office of Information Practices (OIP) unless you are requesting records 
directly from OIP.   

If you do not comply with the requirements set forth in this notice within 20 business days after the postmark date of 
this notice or the date the agency makes the records available, you will be presumed to have abandoned your request 
and the agency shall have no further duty to process your request.  Once the agency begins to process your request, you 



  OIP (rev. Jan. 2023) 

may be liable for any fees and costs incurred.  If you wish to cancel or modify your request, you must advise the agency 
upon receipt of this notice.   
 
Please note that the Office of Information Practices (OIP) does not maintain the records of other 
agencies, and a requester must seek records directly from the agency it believes maintains the 
records.  If the agency denies or fails to respond to your written request for records or if you have other 
questions regarding compliance with the UIPA, then you may contact OIP at (808) 586-1400, 
oip@hawaii.gov, or 250 South Hotel Street, Suite 107, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96813.   
 
METHOD & TIMING OF DISCLOSURE: 
 

Records available for public access in their entireties must be disclosed within a reasonable time, not to exceed 10 
business days from the date the request was received, or after receipt of any prepayment required.  Records not available 
in their entireties must be disclosed within 5 business days after this notice or after receipt of any prepayment required.  
HAR § 2-71-13(c).  If incremental disclosure is authorized by HAR § 2-71-15, the first increment must be disclosed 
within 5 business days of this notice or after receipt of any prepayment required.   
 

Method of Disclosure: 
☐ Inspection at the following location:  
☐ As requested, a copy of the record(s) will be provided in the following manner:  
 ☐ Available for pick-up at the following location:  
 ☐ Will be mailed to you.  
 ☐ Will be transmitted to you by other means requested: 
 
Timing of Disclosure:  All records, or the first increment if applicable, will be made available or provided to you:  
 
☐ On ____________________, 20____.  
☐ After prepayment of 50% of fees and 100% of costs, as estimated below.  
  
For incremental disclosures, each subsequent increment will be disclosed within 20 business days after: 
 ☐ The prior increment (if one prepayment of fees is required and received), or  
 ☐ Receipt of each incremental prepayment, if prepayment for each increment is required.   
  

Records will be disclosed in increments because the records are voluminous and the following 
extenuating circumstances exist:  

  ☐ Agency must consult with another person to determine whether the record is exempt   
   from disclosure under HRS chapter 92F. 
  ☐ Request requires extensive agency efforts to search, review, or segregate the records or  
   otherwise prepare the records for inspection or copying. 
  ☐ Agency requires additional time to respond to the request in order to avoid an    
   unreasonable interference with its other statutory duties and functions. 
  ☐ A natural disaster or other situation beyond agency’s control prevents agency from   
   responding to the request within 10 business days.  
 
ESTIMATED FEES & COSTS AND PAYMENT: 
 

FEES:  For personal record requests under Part III of chapter 92F, HRS, the agency may charge you for its costs only, 
and fee waivers do not apply. 
 
For public record requests under Part II of chapter 92F, HRS, the agency is authorized to charge you fees to search for, 
review, and segregate your request (even if a record is subsequently found to not exist or will not be disclosed in its 
entirety).  The agency must waive the first $30 in fees assessed for general requesters, OR in the alternative, the first 
$60 in fees when the agency finds that the request is made in the public interest. Only one waiver is provided for each 
request. See HAR §§ 2-71-19, -31 and -32.   
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COSTS:  For either personal or public record requests, the agency may charge you for the costs of copying and delivering 
records in response to your request, and other lawful fees and costs.   
 
PREPAYMENT:  The agency may require prepayment of 50% of the total estimated fees and 100% of the total estimated 
costs prior to processing your request.  If a prepayment is required, the agency may wait to start any search for or 
review of the records until the prepayment is received by the agency.  Additionally, if you have outstanding fees or costs 
from previous requests, including abandoned requests, the agency may require prepayment of 100% of the unpaid 
balance from prior requests before it begins any search or review for the records you are now seeking.  
 
The following is an itemization of what you must pay, based on the estimated fees and costs that the agency 
will charge you and the applicable waiver amount that will be deducted: 
 
 

For public record requests only: 
 
Fees: Search          Estimate of time to be spent:       hours  $  
  ($2.50 for each 15-minute period) 
 Review & segregation Estimate of time to be spent:      hours $        
   ($5.00 for each 15-minute period) 
 Fees waived ☒general ($30), OR   ☐ public interest ($60)    <$     > 
   (Only one waiver per request)  
 Other               Click or tap here to enter text.   $   
   (Pursuant to HAR §§ 2-71-19 & 2-71-31) 
 
 Total Estimated Fees:         $       
 
For public or personal record requests: 
   
Costs: Copying Estimate of # of pages to be copied:   37                    $   1.85    
 (@   $   0.05      per page, pursuant to HRS § 92-21) 
 
 Delivery Postage $       
 
 Other Click or tap here to enter text. $      
   
  Total Estimated Costs:  $ 1.85 
 
TOTAL ESTIMATED FEES AND COSTS from above:   $1.85 
 
☐ The estimated fees and costs above are for the first incremental disclosure only.   Additional fees 
 and costs, and no further fee waivers, will apply to future incremental disclosures.   
 
☐  PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED (50% of fees + 100% of costs, as estimated above)  $   
 
☐  UNPAID BALANCE FROM PRIOR REQUESTS (100% must be paid before work begins) $ 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE AT THIS TIME   $ WAIVED 
 
 Payment may be made by:   ☐  cash  
            ☐ personal check payable to:  Click or tap here to enter text. 
             ☐  other  
  Submit your payment to the agency at the address listed at the beginning of this form, including  
  the name of the agency’s contact person. 



 

611 Pennsylvania Ave SE #231  320 South Madison Avenue 
Washington, DC 20003   Monroe, Georgia 30655 

 
www.aflegal.org 

 
October 8, 2025 
 
VIA Email: dhs@dhs.hawaii.gov 
Ryan Yamane 
Director 
Department of Human Services 
1390 Miller Street  
Room 209 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Dear Director Yamane: 
 
America First Legal Foundation (“AFL”) is a national, nonprofit organization. AFL 
works to promote the rule of law in the United States, prevent executive overreach, 
ensure due process and equal protection for all Americans, and promote knowledge 
and understanding of the law and individual rights guaranteed under the 
Constitution and laws of the United States. AFL’s mission includes promoting 
government transparency and accountability by gathering official information, 
analyzing it, and disseminating it through reports, press releases, and/or other 
media, including social media platforms, all to educate the public. 
 
Pursuant to the Hawaii Open Records Law, Haw. Rev. Stat. § 91-1 et seq., We are 
requesting the following records: 
 
I. Records Request 
 

1. All audits from March 2025 through the present showing data leaks or 
unauthorized disclosure of Medicaid beneficiary data shared with the federal 
government. 

2. All records from March 2025 through the present documenting data leaks or 
unauthorized disclosures of Medicaid beneficiary information shared with the 
federal government. 

3. All records, including the results of any audit or investigation, showing the 
sharing of Hawaii state Medicaid beneficiary data with any immigration 
authority within the state. 

4. All records showing that DOGE’s activities from January 2025 to the present 
interfered with the state’s ability to administer its Medicaid program.  

5. All records from January 2025 to the present that show that the state incurred 
increased uncompensated costs for hospital care in which a treatment or 
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service was not paid for by an insurer or patient, yet is still mandated to be 
provided by EMTALA. 

6. All records from January 2025 to the present that show that Medicaid-
receiving hospitals in the state have been able to serve fewer patients in need. 

7. All records from January 2025 to the present showing that State healthcare 
providers have faced increased administrative costs and burdens.  

8. All records from January 2025 to the present showing that noncitizens and 
individuals in mixed-status families have deferred primary or preventative 
healthcare.  

9. From January 2025 to the present, all documented deaths in the state of 
undocumented immigrants and their children have been due to a lack of 
medical care.  

10. From January 2025 to the present, all records showing that the state incurred 
greater costs and burdens to conduct outreach efforts for enrolling families and 
children in federally-funded healthcare programs.  

11. All records from January 2025 to the present showing that noncitizens were 
more reluctant to enroll in fully state-funded public health insurance 
programs.  

 
II. Fee Waiver Request 
 
Per HAR § 2-71-31(d)(2) and HAR § 2-71-32(b), it is required that there is a 
mandatory fee waiver of the first $30, and an agency shall waive $60 of the fees that 
may be assessed if the agency finds that the waiver of fees would be in the public 
interest.1 We request a waiver of all fees, which would be in the public interest 
because 1) the requested record pertains to the operation or activities of the agency 
2) the record(s) are not readily available for the public to view 3) we have the primary 
intention and the ability to widely disseminate information from the record to the 
public at large.  
 
III. Conclusion 
  
Haw. Code R. § 2-71-13 provides that records available for public access in their 
entirety be disclosed within ten business days. If access to the records requested takes 
longer than expected, please provide information about when records might be 
expected. If any or all parts of this request are denied, please cite each specific 
exemption you feel justifies the refusal to release the records and provide notification 
of the appeal procedures available under the law. If you have any questions about 
this request or believe further discussions regarding search and processing would 
facilitate a more efficient production of records, then please contact us at 
foia@aflegal.org.  
 

 
1 Haw. Rev. Stat. §§  2-71-31(d)(2), 2-71-32 



 

3 
 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

/s/ Will Scolinos  
America First Legal Foundation  

 











































































 

   
 

 

 
 
April 22, 2025 
 
Re: Payment Management System (PMS) - Updated payment processing steps 
 
Dear ACF Grant Award Recipients,  
 
As part of the implementation of Executive Order 14222 - Implementing the President's 
"Department of Government Efficiency" Cost Efficiency Initiative, a new process has been 
created to enhance transparency and accountability for federal funding. 
  
In accordance with Section 3 of E.O. 14222, PMS introduced a new mandatory field in the 
payment request screen at the grant subaccount level on March 17, 2025. This field, limited to 
1,000 characters, requires a justification from your organization explaining the purpose of the 
payment at the subaccount level. You are encouraged to include detailed justifications.  
 
Federal awarding agencies will review these payment request justifications and either approve 
them or request clarification (more detail) from your organization. If clarification is needed, your 
organization will receive an email from defendthespend@hhs.gov to submit a revised 
justification. This communication will direct you to a website that is hosted on doge.gov. Both 
hhs.gov and doge.gov are valid U.S. government domains that may be interacted with for award-
related matters. 
 
As a result of this change, we have seen that processing times for new payment requests may be 
different than those experienced previously. We encourage your organization to plan accordingly.  
Please consider the following to facilitate the expedient processing of your payment requests: 
 

• Increase the “lead time” between your organization’s need and payment request; 
• Structure payment requests to include only one awarding agency; minimize the 

number of grant subaccounts; and group subaccounts to those within the same 
program area; 

• Provide a strong justification for your payment request to include details such as 
the program name, time period covered by the payment request, a clear 
description or summary of approved expenses or activities and, as applicable, the 
approved budget line categories for expenditures (e.g., Personnel, Fringe, Supplies, 
Travel, Contractual, Other);  

• Ensure your justifications do not include any names or other personally identifiable, 
sensitive, or proprietary information; and 

• Respond promptly and thoroughly to any requests for clarification received from  
defendthespend@hhs.gov. 
 

Please share this guidance with any staff responsible for submitting payment requests in PMS.  
Thank you for your efforts to ensure that taxpayer dollars are utilized to support the purposes for 
which they were awarded. 




