UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY//HSIN Intelligence Community

Distribution

From:
To:

Sent:
Received:
Attachments:

Jasmine Adams (Sheriff) <Jasmine.Adams@ccsheriff.org>
Leo Schmitz (Sheriff) <Leo.Schmitz@ccsheriff.org>, Adriana Morales (Sheriff)
<Adriana.Morales@ccsheriff.org>, Alfonzo Hunter (Sheriff) <Alfonzo.Hunter@ccsheriff.org>,
Amar Patel (Sheriff) <Amar.Patel@ccsheriff.org>, Bradley Curry (Sheriff)
<Bradley.Curry@ccsheriff.org>, Carmen Ruffin (Sheriff) <Carmen.Ruffin@ccsheriff.org>,
Abraham Yasin (Sheriff) <abraham.yasin@ccsheriff.org>, Christopher Imhof (Sheriff)
<Christopher.Imhof@ccsheriff.org>, Erik Roedel (Sheriff) <Erik.Roedel@ccsheriff.org>,
Heather Bock (Sheriff) <Heather.Bock@ccsheriff.org>, Jennifer Black (Sheriff)
<Jennifer.Black@ccsheriff.org>, Jerry Baldwin (Sheriff) <Jerry.Baldwin@ccsheriff.org>, John
Vega (Sheriff) <dohn.Vega@ccsheriff.org>, John Webb (Sheriff) <John.Webb@ccsheriff.org>,
Jonathan Myslinski (Sheriff) <Jonathan.Myslinski@ccsheriff.org>, Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff)
<Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>, Kelley Eldridge (Sheriff)
<Kelley.Eldridge@ccsheriff.org>, Kevin Connelly (Sheriff) <Kevin.Connelly@ccsheriff.org>,
Larry Schurig (Sheriff) <Larry.Schurig@ccsheriff.org>, Lonnie Hollis (Sheriff)
<Lonnie.Hollis@ccsheriff.org>, Marlon Parks (Sheriff) <Marlon.Parks@ccsheriff.org>, Matthew
Creen (Sheriff) <Matthew.Creen@ccsheriff.org>, Michael Lucente (Sheriff)
<Michael.Lucente@ccsheriff.org>, Patrick Moerlien (Sheriff) <Patrick.Moerlien@ccsheriff.org>,
Richard Brogan (Sheriff) <Richard.Brogan@ccsheriff.org>, Richard O'Brien (Sheriff)
<richard.obrien2@ccsheriff.org>, Robert Lunk (Sheriff) <Robert.Lunk@ccsheriff.org>, Ronald
Jenkins (Sheriff) <Ronald.Jenkins@ccsheriff.org>, Stephen Bouffard (Sheriff)
<Stephen.Bouffard@ccsheriff.org>, Theodore Stajura (Sheriff)
<Theodore.Stajura@ccsheriff.org>, Jason Hernandez (Sheriff)
<Jason.Hernandez@ccsheriff.org>, James Moore (Sheriff) <James.Moore2@ccsheriff.org>,
Samantha Thompson (Sheriff) <Samantha. Thompson@ccsheriff.org>, CCSO Intel

David Gomez (Sheriff) <David.Gomez@ccsheriff.org>, Salvador
Guerra (Sheriff) <Salvador.Guerra@ccsheriff.org>
August 2, 2022 4:26:20 PM CDT
August 2, 2022 4:26:28 PM CDT
FOUO_THR_Transportation.pdf, SIN08012022.pdf, STAC 72 Hour Report - 1 August 2022.pdf,
IA-S1A-22-2572008 Iranian NTCs_CBP Inspection Info Possibly Relevant for Protection
Against Unlawful IP Transfer.pdf, 01 August 2022 CBP Indications and Warning Daily.pdf,
OSIR-04001-0514-22.pdf, OSIR-04001-0522-22.pdf, STAC 24 Hour Report - 2 August
2022.pdf, OSIR-04001-0520-22.pdf, 02 August 2022 CBP Indications and Warning Daily.pdf

Please see attached latest intelligence bulletins from the HSIN Intelligence Community.

Jasméne Adame

Criminal Research Analyst Il
Cook County Sheriff's Office
Strategic Operations Center
Jasmine.adams@ccsheriff.org




UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY//HSIN Intelligence Community

Distribution

From: Jasmine Adams (Sheriff) <Jasmine.Adams@ccsheriff.org>

To: Leo Schmitz (Sheriff) <Leo.Schmitz@ccsheriff.org>, Adriana Morales (Sheriff)
<Adriana.Morales@ccsheriff.org>, Alfonzo Hunter (Sheriff) <alfonzo.hunter@ccsheriff.org>,
Amar Patel (Sheriff) <amar.Batel@ccsheriff.org>, y radleCRurrC(Sheriff)
<y radleCRurrG@ccsheriff.org>, Rarmen b uffin (Sheriff) <Rarmen.b uffin@ccsheriff.org>,
AYraham pasin (Sheriff) <aYraham.Casin@ccsheriff.org>, RhristoBher Imhof (Sheriff)
<RhristoBher.Imhof@ccsheriff.org>, Erik b oedel (Sheriff) <Erik.b oedel@ccsheriff.org>,
Heather y ock (Sheriff) <Heather.y ock@ccsheriff.org>, Jennifer y lack (Sheriff)
<Jennifer.y lack@ccsheriff.org>, JerrCy aldwin (Sheriff) <JerrCy aldwin@ccsheriff.org>, John
Vega (Sheriff) <\@hn.Kega@ccsheriff.org>, John U eYY (Sheriff) <John.U eYY@ccsheriff.org>,
Jonathan MGslinski (Sheriff) <Jonathan.MGslinski@ccsheriff.org>, v athleen OrYanczCk (Sheriff)
<v athleen.OrYanczGk@ccsheriff.org>, v elleCEldridge (Sheriff)
<kelleCeldridge@ccsheriff.org>, vekin RonnellC(Sheriff) <v eKin.RonnellG@ccsheriff.org>,
LarrCSchurig (Sheriff) <LarrCSchurig@ccsheriff.org>, Lonnie Hollis (Sheriff)
<lonnie.hollis@ccsheriff.org>, Marlon Parks (Sheriff) <Marlon.Parks@ccsheriff.org>, Matthew
Rreen (Sheriff) <Matthew.Rreen@ccsheriff.org>, Michael Lucente (Sheriff)
<Michael.Lucente@ccsheriff.org>, Patrick Moerlien (Sheriff) <Patrick.Moerlien@ccsheriff.org>,
bichard y rogan (Sheriff) <richard.Yrogan@ccsheriff.org>, bichard ' ¥ rien (Sheriff)
<richard.oYrienj @ccsheriff.org>, b oYert Lunk (Sheriff) <roYert.lunk@ccsheriff.org>, b onald
Jenkins (Sheriff) <b onald.Jenkins@ccsheriff.org>, SteBhen y ouffard (Sheriff)
<SteBhen.y ouffard@ccsheriff.org>, Theodore Sta\ka (Sheriff)
<Theodore.Sta\Wa@ccsheriff.org>, Jason Hernandez (Sheriff)
<Jason.Hernandez@ccsheriff.org>, James Moore (Sheriff) <James.Moorej @ccsheriff.org>,
Samantha ThomBson (Sheriff) <Samantha. ThomBson@ccsheriff.org>, RRS' Intel

Dakid Gomez <DaKid.Gomez@ccsheriff.org>, Salkador Guerra

(Sheriff) <Salkador.Guerra@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Augustj,j0jj 4:6:;0PMRDT

b eceiked: Augustj,j0jj 4:6:00 PM RDT

Attachments: F' O' 8THb 8TransBortation.Bdf, STAR _j Hour b eBort N1 August j 0j j .Bdf, SI7 0- 01j 0j j .Bdf,

IANBIANIj NI5_j 00- Iranian 7 TRs8Ry P InsBection Info PossiYICb eleKant for Protection

Against Onlawful IP Transfer.Bdf, 01 Augustj 0jj RyP Indications and U arning DailCBdf,
' SIbN)4001N)514N j .Bdf, STAR j 4 Hour beBort Nj August j 0j j .Bdf, ' SlbN4001N5j j N
jj -Bdf, 0j Augustj 0jj RyP Indications and U arning DailCBdf, ' SIib N04001ND5j ON j .Bdf

Please see attached latest intelligence bulletins from the HSIN Intelligence Community.

Jasméne Adame

Criminal Research Analyst Il
Cook County Sheriff's Office
Strategic Operations Center
Jasmine.adams@ccsheriff.org




FW: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY//HSIN Intelligence Community
Distribution

From coso el
To sner itc! <

Sent: August 2, 2022 4:26:30 PM CDT
Received: August 2, 2022 4:26:38 PM CDT
Attachments: FOUO_THR_Transportation.pdf, STAC 72 Hour Report - 1 August 2022.pdf, SIN08012022.pdf,

IA-S1A-22-2572008 Iranian NTCs_CBP Inspection Info Possibly Relevant for Protection
Against Unlawful IP Transfer.pdf, 01 August 2022 CBP Indications and Warning Daily.pdf,
OSIR-04001-0514-22.pdf, OSIR-04001-0522-22.pdf, STAC 24 Hour Report - 2 August
2022.pdf, OSIR-04001-0520-22.pdf, 02 August 2022 CBP Indications and Warning Daily.pdf

From: Jasmine Adams (Sheriff) <Jasmine.Adams@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Tuesday, August 2, 2022 4:26:20 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada)

To: Leo Schmitz (Sheriff) <Leo.Schmitz@ccsheriff.org>; Adriana Morales (Sheriff) <Adriana.Morales@ccsheriff.org>; Alfonzo
Hunter (Sheriff) <Alfonzo.Hunter@ccsheriff.org>; Amar Patel (Sheriff) <Amar.Patel@ccsheriff.org>; Bradley Curry (Sheriff)
<Bradley.Curry@ccsheriff.org>; Carmen Ruffin (Sheriff) <Carmen.Ruffin@ccsheriff.org>; Abraham Yasin (Sheriff)
<abraham.yasin@ccsheriff.org>; Christopher Imhof (Sheriff) <Christopher.Imhof@ccsheriff.org>; Erik Roedel (Sheriff)
<Erik.Roedel@ccsheriff.org>; Heather Bock (Sheriff) <Heather.Bock@ccsheriff.org>; Jennifer Black (Sheriff)
<Jennifer.Black@ccsheriff.org>; Jerry Baldwin (Sheriff) <Jerry.Baldwin@ccsheriff.org>; John Vega (Sheriff)
<John.Vega@ccsheriff.org>; John Webb (Sheriff) <John.Webb@ccsheriff.org>; Jonathan Myslinski (Sheriff)
<Jonathan.Myslinski@ccsheriff.org>; Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff) <Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>; Kelley Eldridge
(Sheriff) <Kelley.Eldridge@ccsheriff.org>; Kevin Connelly (Sheriff) <Kevin.Connelly@ccsheriff.org>; Larry Schurig (Sheriff)
<Larry.Schurig@ccsheriff.org>; Lonnie Hollis (Sheriff) <Lonnie.Hollis@ccsheriff.org>; Marlon Parks (Sheriff)
<Marlon.Parks@ccsheriff.org>; Matthew Creen (Sheriff) <Matthew.Creen@ccsheriff.org>; Michael Lucente (Sheriff)
<Michael.Lucente@ccsheriff.org>; Patrick Moerlien (Sheriff) <Patrick.Moerlien@ccsheriff.org>; Richard Brogan (Sheriff)
<Richard.Brogan@ccsheriff.org>; Richard O'Brien (Sheriff) <richard.obrien2@ccsheriff.org>; Robert Lunk (Sheriff)
<Robert.Lunk@ccsheriff.org>; Ronald Jenkins (Sheriff) <Ronald.Jenkins@ccsheriff.org>; Stephen Bouffard (Sheriff)
<Stephen.Bouffard@ccsheriff.org>; Theodore Stajura (Sheriff) <Theodore.Stajura@ccsheriff.org>; Jason Hernandez
(Sheriff) <Jason.Hernandez@ccsheriff.org>; James Moore (Sheriff) <James.Moore2@ccsheriff.org>; Samantha Thompson

(Sheriff) <Samantha.Thompson@ccsheriff.org>; CCSO Intel m David Gomez (Sheriff)
<David.Gomez@ccsheriff.org>; Salvador Guerra (Sheriff) <Salvador.Guerra@ccsheriit.org>
Subject: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY//HSIN Intelligence Community Distribution

Please see attached latest intelligence bulletins from the HSIN Intelligence Community.

Criminal Research Analyst Il
Cook County Sheriff's Office
Strategic Operations Center

Jasmine.adams@ccsheriff.org




SOCMED Lookup

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 19, 2023 1:23:12 PM CDT

Received: September 19, 2023 1:23:12 PM CDT

Attachments: Tren de Agua SOCMED.docx

please see attached document on info | pulled so far | can continue to look more but was there anything else
you want me to add or look up?

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffie™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD




Re: SOCMED Lookup

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 19, 2023 1:42:43 PM CDT

Received: September 19, 2023 1:42:44 PM CDT

Attachments: Tren de Agua SOCMED.docx

| updated sheet with other arrest that had Jordan tattoo

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffa€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email: [

Duty hours: TBD

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 1:23 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: SOCMED Lookup

please see attached document on info | pulled so far | can continue to look more but was there anything else
you want me to add or look up?

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffae™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email: [

Duty hours: TBD




Re: SOCMED Lookup

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 19, 2023 2:02:01 PM CDT

Received: September 19, 2023 2:02:03 PM CDT

Attachments: Tren de Agua SOCMED.docx

recent update to document

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffa€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email: [

Duty hours: TBD

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 1:42 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: Re: SOCMED Lookup

| updated sheet with other arrest that had Jordan tattoo

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffie™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2
Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 1:23 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: SOCMED Lookup

please see attached document on info | pulled so far | can continue to look more but was there anything else
you want me to add or look up?

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffa€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org




Unit Email: [

Duty hours: TBD



UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 20, 2023 3:05:31 PM CDT

Received: September 20, 2023 3:05:32 PM CDT

Attachments: TREN DE ARAGUA-GANG PROFILE.docx

| was able to organize my findings a lot better and | sourced my info at the bottom for your reference

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffa€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email: [

Duty hours: TBD




Re: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>

Cc: Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff) <Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 20, 2023 6:06:54 PM CDT

Received: September 20, 2023 6:07:00 PM CDT

Attachments: TREN DE ARAGUA-GANG PROFILE.docx

[ added_ CCOMS info to this as well

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DIlI-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffae™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 3:05 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

| was able to organize my findings a lot better and | sourced my info at the bottom for your reference

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffie™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD




RE: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

From: Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff) <Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>

To: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>, Evan Fermaint (Sheriff)
<Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>

Cc: Abraham Yasin (Sheriff) <abraham.yasin@ccsheriff.org>, Larry Wilks (Sheriff)
<Larry.Wilks@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: September 20, 2023 7:25:27 PM CDT

Received: September 20, 2023 7:25:00 PM CDT

Attachments: TREN DE ARAGUA-GANG PROFILE.docx

This is really good.

*EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGE: kathleen.urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org*
Sergeant Kathleen Urbanczyk

Cook County Sheriff's Office

Intelligence Division

3026 S California Ave Bld 5

Chicago, IL 60608

Fax: 773-674-4797

Cell

E-mail: kathleen.urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 6:07 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>

Cc: Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff) <Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: Re: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

[ added_ CCOMS info to this as well

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffi€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 3:05 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

| was able to organize my findings a lot better and | sourced my info at the bottom for your reference

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffae™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD



Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD




Fw: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

From: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
To: Brian Olano (Sheriff) <Brian.Olano@ccsheriff.org>, Catherine Manilla (Sheriff)
<Catherine.Manilla@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 21, 2023 12:25:58 PM CDT
Received: September 21, 2023 12:26:01 PM CDT
Attachments: TREN DE ARAGUA-GANG PROFILE.docx
. INVESTIGATOR EVAN FERMAINT #6235

— 7 STRATEGIC OPERATIONS CENTER
-

! o !! MOBILE: 212-350-3342

THIS 15 A CONFIDENTIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMUMICATION. The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments
are intended solely for the addressee(s) named in this message. This communication is intended to be and to remain
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please
immediately alert the sender by reply-email and then delete this message and its attachments. Do not deliver, distribute,
transmit or copy this message and/or any attachments and if you are not the intended recipient, do not disclose the contents or
take any action relative to the information centained in this communication and/or attachments. This e-mail and any attached
documents may contain Law Enforcement Sensitive material and should not be disseminated outside of official law
enforcement channels. The information contained in this message as well as any attachments shall not be released to the

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 6:06 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>

Cc: Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff) <Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: Re: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

[ added_ CCOMS info to this as well

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffie™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD

From: Veronica Trejo (Sheriff) <Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 3:05 PM

To: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>
Subject: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

| was able to organize my findings a lot better and | sourced my info at the bottom for your reference
Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffae™s Office



3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2
Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD




Fw: SOCMED Lookup

From: Evan Fermaint (Sheriff) <Evan.Fermaint@ccsheriff.org>

To: Brian Olano (Sheriff) <Brian.Olano@ccsheriff.org>, Catherine Manilla (Sheriff)
<Catherine.Manilla@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: September 21, 2023 12:26:29 PM CDT

Received: September 21, 2023 12:26:33 PM CDT

Attachments: Tren de Agua SOCMED.docx

wienise  INVESTIGATOR EVAN FERMAINT #6235
W STRATEGIC OPERATIONS CENTER
-

! o !! MOBILE: 212-350-3342

THIS 15 A CONFIDENTIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMUMICATION. The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments
are intended solely for the addressee(s) named in this message. This communication is intended to be and to remain
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please
immediately alert the sender by reply-email and then delete this message and its attachments. Do not deliver, distribute,
transmit or copy this message and/or any attachments and if you are not the intended recipient, do not disclose the contents or
take any action relative to the information centained in this communication and/or attachments. This e-mail and any attached
documents may contain Law Enforcement Sensitive material and should not be disseminated outside of official law
enforcement channels. The information contained in this message as well as any attachments shall not be released to the

From: r ecnt od acean i ecdTj ( r ecnt pdSaceanh ppfi ecdTc) <
Sent: a. ef@sgVe>ye, bec19g2023 2:02 4P

To: MEdt vec, duyrvi ecdT) ( Midt Srec, du yh ppfi ecdTe) <
Subject: Fe: VROP M DnnlL. >

cepety. >@lye yn @p., ety

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffae™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email: [

Duty hours: TBD

From: r ecnt ipd acean rii ecdTj ( r ecnt pdSaceah ppfi ecdThc) <
Sent: a. ef@sgVe>ye, bec19g2023 1:k2 4P

To: Midt vec, duyrvi ecdT) ( Midt Svec, du yh ppfi ecdTe) <
Subject: Fe: VROP M DhnlL. >

. >@ye@fi eeywwi nyi ecdccefyyi dyi d@Inc@it ydynn

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffa€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2



Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org
Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD

From: r ecnt wod acean il ecdTj ( r ecnt pdSaceanh ppfi ecdThc) <
Sent: a. ef@sgVe>ye, bec19g2023 1:23 4P

To: Midt vec, duyrvi ecdT) ( Midt Svec, du yh ppfi ecdTe) <
Subject: VROP M DnnlL. >

>ledfe fee dyydpi e@@p., etynt dTh|>. lle@fn Tdcl pdt pntyi. e yn InnL, nce b. ywdf yi ece dtsyi u) elfe
sn. wdty, eynd@@nclinnL.>?

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffie™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD




Teen de Aragua

From: Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org, Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

To: Michael Fonseca <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>, Michael Fonseca (Sheriff)
<Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: September 29, 2023 9:47:54 AM CDT

Received: September 29, 2023 9:48:06 AM CDT

Tren de Aragua, the Venezuelan criminal gang spreading terror
from Chile to Colombia

The organization, which is involved in crimes such as human trafficking, sexual
exploitation and drug trafficking, is extending its tentacles in eight countries in the region

Renzo Gomez Vega

Jun 29, 2023 - 07:23 EDT

Tren de Aragua

Graffiti alluding to the Tren de Aragua in Cucuta, near illegal crossings on the border between Venezuela and Colombia, on March 29, 2023.Ferley

Ospina

In Lima, the capital of Peru, a trans woman was shot 31 times last March. The killer recorded the
murder and shared it on social media. In northern Chile, in the city of Arica, two bodies were
exhumed last month. Both were found to have been buried alive. In May, Colombia’s Attorney
General's Office confirmed that a bar in Bogota had been used to dismember people. Behind these
atrocities is the Tren de Aragua (Aragua Train), an organization that began as a construction union
for an unfinished construction site in Venezuela back in 2009. Fifteen years later, it has extended its
tentacles to eight countries in Latin America: Venezuela, Chile, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia,
Brazil and Panama.

For several years, Venezuelan journalist Ronna Risquez has been tracking the criminal organization
and learning about its structure and singularities. Three months ago, she published a book about
what she discovered called El Tren de Aragua. La banda que revoluciono el crimen organizado en
América Latina (or, Tren de Agua. The gang that revolutionized organized crime in Latin America).

Ronna Risquez's book.

Ronna Risquez's book. Editorial Planeta

According to Risquez's findings, the transnational mega-gang has a “portfolio of crimes.” “Some
are the traditional crimes you find in a criminal organization, such as extortion, contract killings and
drug trafficking,” she explains. “While others are not so common, such as their involvement in
sports activities, more precisely in the deals of Venezuelan baseball players who sign for major
league clubs in the United States. Investigations indicate that they are shadow partners in several
training academies, and that they charge a large percentage for each contract.”

Of their criminal activities, human trafficking and sexual exploitation are the most profitable. In
Lima alone, it is estimated that they make around one million soles (around $275,000) a month
from 10 prostitution rings. According to the Peruvian Police, the gang gained control over these



rings through brutal violence, pushing out the pimps, who, in most cases, did not pose much of a
threat.

“They realized that the way to survive was to look for ways to make money in other countries,
because Venezuela was broke. One of the Tren de Aragua'’s skills is being able to quickly identify
what we could call criminal business opportunities. When countries began to put restrictions
onVenezuelan migration, it was clear that the population was not going to stop leaving. What did
they do? Guide migrants throughirregular routes like the coyotes in Mexico. By controlling

the trochas [informal roads], they also controlled the illicit merchandise,” explains Risquez, who
prefers not to give details of her current whereabouts.

Part of the profits made by the Tren de Aragua goes to the Aragua Penitentiary Center, better
known as the Tocorén prison. That fortress, which was built 40 years ago, is home to the leader and
founder of the organization: Hector Rusthenford Guerrero Flores, alias Nifio Guerrero, who was
sentenced in 2018 to 17 years in prison for a string of crimes. All members of the gang are
accountable to him.

Two young men cross the La Platanera trail on the border between Colombia

and Venezuela.

Two young men cross the La Platanera trail on the border between Colombia and Venezuela.Ferley Ospina

“I've estimated they collect $15 million a year, but that's a conservative estimate. It has to be much
more than that,” says Risquez, who went to Tocoron prison many times, but was only able to enter
once. It was a key part of finishing her book. There, she verified what had been an open secret for
years: that the prisoners have taken over the jail and turned it into luxury suites. She saw swimming
pools, sports courts, restaurants, clubs and even a zoo.

“It has the same layout as a zoo, only smaller. The animals are in cages adapted according to their
species and I found monkeys, an infinity of birds, ostriches and even a lynx. It is incredible. Behind
the gate, I did not see prison officials, but armed prisoners who acted as guards,” she says. Risquez
had to enter without a cellphone or a notebook. The slightest misstep could have been fatal.

The journalist says the brutality of the Tren de Aragua is above all a strategy to intimidate their
adversaries. “It is their way of gaining the respect of the others and showing them what they are
capable of. They can do terrible things like dismember someone and leave them in a bag. But they
tend to avoid armed confrontations with other gangs. They are more about leaving messages,” she
says.

Threat signed by Tren de Aragua against a residential complex in Bogota
(Colombia) on February 23, 2023.

Threat signed by Tren de Aragua against a residential complex in Bogota (Colombia) on February 23, 2023.Chelo Camacho

Colonel Ricardo Espinoza, the chief of the Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling division of
the Peruvian National Police, says that the gang charges Venezuelan migrants between $4,000 and
$5,000 to guide them to Peru — money that is impossible for them to pay back. What's more, the
gang members set very high interest rates that must be paid weekly or even daily, and threaten to
kill the migrants if they don't pay up. That is why the women, including many minors, end

up trapped in prostitution and living in so-called “safe houses.”



According to Colonel Espinoza, there are a number of jobs linked to sexual exploitation that
provide gang members with a fixed income. “They put you on the payroll. The first level is to
provide security for the prostitution ring. In other words, to ensure that clients do not exceed their
time or mistreat the girls. They can receive up to $400 a week. Then there are the men who
mobilize the women, those who guard the safe houses, and at the top the hitmen,” he explains.

Tren de Aragua

Authorities found several people killed by Tren de Aragua in garbage bags in Bogota, in August 2022.FISCALIA COLOMBIA

General Carlos Alberto Malaver, the director of the Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling
division, says that the Tren de Aragua is also taking over the small-time loans business in Peru,
which was formerly dominated by Colombian criminal organizations. “Wherever there is a
shopping mall, a market or a group of bars or restaurants, they are there. They lend money to
humble people like vendors or motorcycle taxi drivers, who end up paying with their lives. They are
an organization that dynamically feeds off power. But we are having an effect,” he says.

Unlike other gangs, the bosses of the Tren de Aragua are not ostentatious and instead use low-
profile jobs as a front. One day they may be cab drivers and another a cleaner, says Ronna Risquez,
who wants her work “to be understood not only as the story of a criminal organization, but also as
the story of a country imprisoned by violence and state neglect,” in reference to Venezuela. She has
the same fear as the authorities: that the gang will spread its tentacles even further.

Sign up for our weekly newsletter to get more English-language news coverage from EL PAIS USA
Edition

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations



Teen de Aragua

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>
To: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 29, 2023 9:48:05 AM CDT
Received: September 29, 2023 9:48:09 AM CDT

Tren de Aragua, the Venezuelan criminal gang spreading terror
from Chile to Colombia

The organization, which is involved in crimes such as human trafficking, sexual
exploitation and drug trafficking, is extending its tentacles in eight countries in the region

Renzo Gomez Vega

Jun 29, 2023 - 07:23 EDT

Tren de Aragua

Graffiti alluding to the Tren de Aragua in Cucuta, near illegal crossings on the border between Venezuela and Colombia, on March 29, 2023 .Ferley
Ospina

In Lima, the capital of Peru, a trans woman was shot 31 times last March. The killer recorded the
murder and shared it on social media. In northern Chile, in the city of Arica, two bodies were
exhumed last month. Both were found to have been buried alive. In May, Colombia’s Attorney
General's Office confirmed that a bar in Bogota had been used to dismember people. Behind these
atrocities is the Tren de Aragua (Aragua Train), an organization that began as a construction union
for an unfinished construction site in Venezuela back in 2009. Fifteen years later, it has extended its
tentacles to eight countries in Latin America: Venezuela, Chile, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia,
Brazil and Panama.

For several years, Venezuelan journalist Ronna Risquez has been tracking the criminal organization
and learning about its structure and singularities. Three months ago, she published a book about
what she discovered called £/ Tren de Aragua. La banda que revoluciono el crimen organizado en
América Latina (or, Tren de Agua. The gang that revolutionized organized crime in Latin America).

Ronna Risquez's book.

Ronna Risquez's book. Editorial Planeta

According to Risquez's findings, the transnational mega-gang has a “portfolio of crimes.” “Some
are the traditional crimes you find in a criminal organization, such as extortion, contract killings and
drug trafficking,” she explains. “While others are not so common, such as their involvement in
sports activities, more precisely in the deals of Venezuelan baseball players who sign for major
league clubs in the United States. Investigations indicate that they are shadow partners in several
training academies, and that they charge a large percentage for each contract.”

Of their criminal activities, human trafficking and sexual exploitation are the most profitable. In
Lima alone, it is estimated that they make around one million soles (around $275,000) a month
from 10 prostitution rings. According to the Peruvian Police, the gang gained control over these



rings through brutal violence, pushing out the pimps, who, in most cases, did not pose much of a
threat.

“They realized that the way to survive was to look for ways to make money in other countries,
because Venezuela was broke. One of the Tren de Aragua'’s skills is being able to quickly identify
what we could call criminal business opportunities. When countries began to put restrictions
onVenezuelan migration, it was clear that the population was not going to stop leaving. What did
they do? Guide migrants throughirregular routes like the coyotes in Mexico. By controlling

the trochas [informal roads], they also controlled the illicit merchandise,” explains Risquez, who
prefers not to give details of her current whereabouts.

Part of the profits made by the Tren de Aragua goes to the Aragua Penitentiary Center, better
known as the Tocorén prison. That fortress, which was built 40 years ago, is home to the leader and
founder of the organization: Hector Rusthenford Guerrero Flores, alias Nifio Guerrero, who was
sentenced in 2018 to 17 years in prison for a string of crimes. All members of the gang are
accountable to him.

Two young men cross the La Platanera trail on the border between Colombia

and Venezuela.

Two young men cross the La Platanera trail on the border between Colombia and Venezuela.Ferley Ospina

“I've estimated they collect $15 million a year, but that's a conservative estimate. It has to be much
more than that,” says Risquez, who went to Tocoron prison many times, but was only able to enter
once. It was a key part of finishing her book. There, she verified what had been an open secret for
years: that the prisoners have taken over the jail and turned it into luxury suites. She saw swimming
pools, sports courts, restaurants, clubs and even a zoo.

“It has the same layout as a zoo, only smaller. The animals are in cages adapted according to their
species and I found monkeys, an infinity of birds, ostriches and even a lynx. It is incredible. Behind
the gate, I did not see prison officials, but armed prisoners who acted as guards,” she says. Risquez
had to enter without a cellphone or a notebook. The slightest misstep could have been fatal.

The journalist says the brutality of the Tren de Aragua is above all a strategy to intimidate their
adversaries. “It is their way of gaining the respect of the others and showing them what they are
capable of. They can do terrible things like dismember someone and leave them in a bag. But they
tend to avoid armed confrontations with other gangs. They are more about leaving messages,” she
says.

Threat signed by Tren de Aragua against a residential complex in Bogota
(Colombia) on February 23, 2023.

Threat signed by Tren de Aragua against a residential complex in Bogota (Colombia) on February 23, 2023.Chelo Camacho

Colonel Ricardo Espinoza, the chief of the Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling division of
the Peruvian National Police, says that the gang charges Venezuelan migrants between $4,000 and
$5,000 to guide them to Peru — money that is impossible for them to pay back. What's more, the
gang members set very high interest rates that must be paid weekly or even daily, and threaten to
kill the migrants if they don't pay up. That is why the women, including many minors, end

up trapped in prostitution and living in so-called “safe houses.”



According to Colonel Espinoza, there are a number of jobs linked to sexual exploitation that
provide gang members with a fixed income. “They put you on the payroll. The first level is to
provide security for the prostitution ring. In other words, to ensure that clients do not exceed their
time or mistreat the girls. They can receive up to $400 a week. Then there are the men who
mobilize the women, those who guard the safe houses, and at the top the hitmen,” he explains.

Tren de Aragua

Authorities found several people killed by Tren de Aragua in garbage bags in Bogota, in August 2022.FISCALIA COLOMBIA

General Carlos Alberto Malaver, the director of the Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling
division, says that the Tren de Aragua is also taking over the small-time loans business in Peru,
which was formerly dominated by Colombian criminal organizations. “Wherever there is a
shopping mall, a market or a group of bars or restaurants, they are there. They lend money to
humble people like vendors or motorcycle taxi drivers, who end up paying with their lives. They are
an organization that dynamically feeds off power. But we are having an effect,” he says.

Unlike other gangs, the bosses of the Tren de Aragua are not ostentatious and instead use low-
profile jobs as a front. One day they may be cab drivers and another a cleaner, says Ronna Risquez,
who wants her work “to be understood not only as the story of a criminal organization, but also as
the story of a country imprisoned by violence and state neglect,” in reference to Venezuela. She has
the same fear as the authorities: that the gang will spread its tentacles even further.

Sign up for our weekly newsletter to get more English-language news coverage from EL PAIS USA
Edition

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations



FW: UPDATE INFO ON GANG PROFILE

From: Kathleen Urbanczyk (Sheriff) <Kathleen.Urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org>
To: Samantha Baugh (Sheriff) <Samantha.Baugh@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: September 29, 2023 5:16:53 PM CDT

Received: September 29, 2023 5:16:59 PM CDT

Attachments: TREN DE ARAGUA-GANG PROFILE.docx

*EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGE: kathleen.urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org*
Sergeant Kathleen Urbanczyk

Cook County Sheriff's Office

Intelligence Division

3026 S California Ave Bld 5

Chicago, IL 60608

Fax: 773-674-4797

Cell:

E-mail: kathleen.urbanczyk@ccsheriff.org

From: Thisral yihg al. hiakhcThisral jyihg ( aaS. hieXjsif)

Sent: < h@ hS@ >Wh, pht nmhi b2W2b0 3&: 7P

To: Ml r vhit | & pad. hiekhc Ml rjvhit e aaS. hiakjsif)

Cc: Fl p kahr Uin raz>k od. hiekhcFl p khrjUim raz>k( aaS. hidlsif)
Subject: Rh6U7DAYyMINVO ON GANG 7ROVILN

|| el ccop de v 5 p siswhi

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst I1
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffae™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD

From: Thisral yihg a. hiakhcThisral jyihg( aaS. hieXsif)
Sent: < h@ hS@ >Wh, ght nhi b2W2b0 0&5 7P

To: Ml r vhit | @ pad. hiekhc Ml rjvhit | e aaS. hiélsif)
Subject: U7DAyMINVO ON GANG 7ROvILM

IwlSInbhp siflreht >\e @ fS1 Kpnhpghi | r @ Ssuiah@t >e\s [ pp hnspgst \si >sui ihVhihrah

Veronica Trejo

Criminal Research Analyst 11
DII-Intelligence | Cook County Sheriffie€™s Office
3026 S California Ave, Bldg 5, Fl 2

Chicago, IL 60608

Cell: TBD

Desk:TBD

Email: Veronica.Trejo@ccsheriff.org

Unit Email:

Duty hours: TBD







Intelligence Information

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>
To: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <dion.trotter@ccsheriff.org>

Received: October 5, 2023 10:00:52 AM CDT

Attachments: El Tren de Aragua Article in El Pais.docx

Chief,

| wanted to give you a heads up about a new threat developing amongst the newly arriving immigrant community, there
is a gang from Venezuela known as Tren de Aragua (Aragua Train). This gang has strong human trafficking operations in
Latin America. Multiple agencies have confirmed their presence in the US and the_ has information that
the gang is here in Chicago. | know you and | previously discussed the possibility that a criminal network would be
operating withing the newly arrived immigrants and likely would victimize members of that population. It appears we
have confirmation of that now. | will meet with the_ and_ to identify the ganga€™s
operations and look for an opportunity to open an investigation if appropriate. | am attaching some background
information for your situational awareness.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriffa€™s Police Department



Intelligence Information

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

To: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <dion.trotter@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 5, 2023 10:02:37 AM CDT

Received: October 5, 2023 10:02:00 AM CDT

Attachments: El Tren de Aragua Article in El Pais.docx, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf
Chief,

| wanted to give you a heads up about a new threat developing amongst the newly arriving immigrant community, there
is a gang from Venezuela known as Tren de Aragua (Aragua Train). This gang has strong human trafficking operations in
Latin America and are likely engaged in sex and labor trafficking in the US. Multiple agencies have confirmed their
presence in the US and the_ has information that the gang is here in Chicago. | know you and | previously
discussed the possibility that a criminal network would be operating withing the newly arrived immigrants and likely
would victimize members of that population. It appears we have confirmation of that now. | will meet with the
- and_ to identify the gang’s operations and look for an opportunity to open an investigation if
appropriate. | am attaching some background information for your situational awareness.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



El Tren de Aragua

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

To: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <dion.trotter@ccsheriff.org>, Jason Moran (Sheriff)
<Jason.Moran@ccsheriff.org>, James Draz (Sheriff) <james.draz@ccsheriff.org>, Mary
Przybylski (Sheriff) <Mary.Przybylski@ccsheriff.org>, Judith Washington (Sheriff)
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, Anthony Kozlar (Sheriff) <Anthony.Kozlar@ccsheriff.org>,
John O'Farrell (Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>, Elliott Reyes (Sheriff)
<elliott.reyes@ccsheriff.org>, Eugene Butler (Sheriff) <Eugene.Butler@ccsheriff.org>, Karen
Amegatcher (Sheriff) <Karen.Amegatcher@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 13, 2023 7:21:59 AM CDT

Received: October 13, 2023 7:21:00 AM CDT

Attachments: INB-NIW-23-2869035 CBP EI Tren.pdf, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf
All,

This is some background information on the gang we talked about at yesterday’s meeting. They are embedded in the
South American migrant communities and likely have a presence in our area of responsibility. They do engage in a wide
variety of crimes and | would assess that we will have contact with them in our investigations.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Re: El Tren de Aragua

From: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <Dion.Trotter@ccsheriff.org>

To: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>, Jason Moran (Sheriff)
<Jason.Moran@ccsheriff.org>, James Draz (Sheriff) <James.Draz@ccsheriff.org>, Mary
Przybylski (Sheriff) <Mary.Przybylski@ccsheriff.org>, Judith Washington (Sheriff)
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, Anthony Kozlar (Sheriff) <Anthony.Kozlar@ccsheriff.org>,
John O'Farrell (Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>, Elliott Reyes (Sheriff)
<Elliott.Reyes@ccsheriff.org>, Eugene Butler (Sheriff) <Eugene.Butler@ccsheriff.org>, Karen
Amegatcher (Sheriff) <Karen.Amegatcher@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 13, 2023 8:18:36 AM CDT

Received: October 13, 2023 8:18:39 AM CDT

Thanks Sarge,

Good Job on this

Thanks,

~Dion~

Deputy Chief Dion Trotter
Cook County Sheriff's Police

Special Victims Unit
708-865-5520 SVU Office

This e-mail is confidential and may be privileged. It may be read, copied, and used only by the intended
recipient. If you have received it in error, please contact the sender immediately by return e-mail or by phone.

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 7:21:59 AM

To: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <Dion.Trotter@ccsheriff.org>; Jason Moran (Sheriff) <Jason.Moran@ccsheriff.org>; James Draz
(Sheriff) <James.Draz@ccsheriff.org>; Mary Przybylski (Sheriff) <Mary.Przybylski@ccsheriff.org>; Judith Washington
(Sheriff) <Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>; Anthony Kozlar (Sheriff) <Anthony.Kozlar@ccsheriff.org>; John O'Farrell
(Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>; Elliott Reyes (Sheriff) <Elliott.Reyes@ccsheriff.org>; Eugene Butler (Sheriff)
<Eugene.Butler@ccsheriff.org>; Karen Amegatcher (Sheriff) <Karen.Amegatcher@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua

All,

This is some background information on the gang we talked about at yesterday’s meeting. They are embedded in the
South American migrant communities and likely have a presence in our area of responsibility. They do engage in a wide
variety of crimes and | would assess that we will have contact with them in our investigations.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



El Tren de Aragua gang info

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

To: Abel Torres (Sheriff) <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, Brian Bonarek (Sheriff) <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
Daniel Codd (Sheriff) <Daniel.Codd@ccsheriff.org>, Daniel Dehoyos (Sheriff)
<Daniel.Dehoyos@ccsheriff.org>, Judith Washington (Sheriff)
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, Julie Spencer (Sheriff) <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff) <Krzysztof.Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, Levita Perkins (Sheriff)
<Levita.Perkins@ccsheriff.org>, Michael Kizaric (Sheriff) <Michael.Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>,
Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff) <Michelle.Kaechele@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 13, 2023 8:39:39 AM CDT

Received: October 13, 2023 8:39:44 AM CDT

Attachments: INB-NIW-23-2869035 CBP EI Tren.pdf, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf
All,

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will recognize
them when you come across them.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



El Tren de Aragua gang info

From:
To:

Sent:
Received:

Attachments:
All,

Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Abel Torres (Sheriff) <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, Brian Bonarek (Sheriff) <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
Daniel Codd (Sheriff) <Daniel.Codd@ccsheriff.org>, Daniel Dehoyos (Sheriff)
<Daniel.DeHoyos@ccsheriff.org>, Judith Washington (Sheriff)
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, Julie Spencer (Sheriff) <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff) <Krzysztof.Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, Levita Perkins (Sheriff)
</o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a55bf527d998495ea01d179cafdb99dc-Levita Perk>,
Michael Kizaric (Sheriff) <Michael.Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>, Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff)
<Michelle.Kaechele@ccsheriff.org>

October 13, 2023 8:39:39 AM CDT

October 13, 2023 8:39:00 AM CDT
INB-NIW-23-2869035 CBP El Tren.pdf, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will recognize
them when you come across them.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Fw: El Tren de Aragua

From: John O'Farrell (Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>

To: Edward Barksdale (Sheriff) <Edward.Barksdale@ccsheriff.org>, Rastus Hill (Sheriff)
<Rastus.Hill@ccsheriff.org>, Steven Bialczak (Sheriff) <Steven.Bialczak@ccsheriff.org>, Vonetta
Brown (Sheriff) <Vonetta.Brown@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 13, 2023 8:43:50 AM CDT

Received: October 13, 2023 8:43:52 AM CDT

Sergeant John O'Farrell # 78
Special Victims Unit
Child Rescue Unit

john.ofarrell@ccsheriff.org

From: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <Dion.Trotter@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 08:18

To: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>; Jason Moran (Sheriff) <Jason.Moran@ccsheriff.org>;
James Draz (Sheriff) <James.Draz@ccsheriff.org>; Mary Przybylski (Sheriff) <Mary.Przybylski@ccsheriff.org>; Judith
Washington (Sheriff) <Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>; Anthony Kozlar (Sheriff) <Anthony.Kozlar@ccsheriff.org>; John
O'Farrell (Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>; Elliott Reyes (Sheriff) <Elliott.Reyes@ccsheriff.org>; Eugene Butler
(Sheriff) <Eugene.Butler@ccsheriff.org>; Karen Amegatcher (Sheriff) <Karen.Amegatcher@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: Re: El Tren de Aragua

Thanks Sarge,
Good Job on this
Thanks,

~Dion~

Deputy Chief Dion Trotter
Cook County Sheriff's Police
Special Victims Unit
708-865-5520 SVU Office

e

This e-mail is confidential and may be privileged. It may be read, copied, and used only by the intended
recipient. If you have received it in error, please contact the sender immediately by return e-mail or by phone.

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 7:21:59 AM

To: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <Dion.Trotter@ccsheriff.org>; Jason Moran (Sheriff) <Jason.Moran@ccsheriff.org>; James Draz
(Sheriff) <James.Draz@ccsheriff.org>; Mary Przybylski (Sheriff) <Mary.Przybylski@ccsheriff.org>; Judith Washington
(Sheriff) <Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>; Anthony Kozlar (Sheriff) <Anthony.Kozlar@ccsheriff.org>; John O'Farrell
(Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>; Elliott Reyes (Sheriff) <Elliott.Reyes@ccsheriff.org>; Eugene Butler (Sheriff)
<Eugene.Butler@ccsheriff.org>; Karen Amegatcher (Sheriff) <Karen.Amegatcher@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua

All,
This is some background information on the gang we talked about at yesterday’s meeting. They are embedded in the

South American migrant communities and likely have a presence in our area of responsibility. They do engage in a wide
variety of crimes and | would assess that we will have contact with them in our investigations.



Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Fw: El Tren de Aragua

From: John O'Farrell (Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>

To: Edward Barksdale (Sheriff) <Edward.Barksdale@ccsheriff.org>, Rastus Hill (Sheriff)
<Rastus.Hill@ccsheriff.org>, Steven Bialczak (Sheriff) <Steven.Bialczak@ccsheriff.org>,
Vonetta Brown (Sheriff) <Vonetta.Brown@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 13, 2023 9:07:40 AM CDT
Received: October 13, 2023 9:07:45 AM CDT
Attachments: INB-NIW-23-2869035 CBP EI Tren.pdf, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf

Sergeant John O'Farrell # 78
Special Victims Unit
Child Rescue Unit

john.ofarrell@ccsheriff.org

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 07:21

To: Dion Trotter (Sheriff) <Dion.Trotter@ccsheriff.org>; Jason Moran (Sheriff) <Jason.Moran@ccsheriff.org>; James Draz
(Sheriff) <James.Draz@ccsheriff.org>; Mary Przybylski (Sheriff) <Mary.Przybylski@ccsheriff.org>; Judith Washington
(Sheriff) <Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>; Anthony Kozlar (Sheriff) <Anthony.Kozlar@ccsheriff.org>; John O'Farrell
(Sheriff) <John.Ofarrell@ccsheriff.org>; Elliott Reyes (Sheriff) <Elliott.Reyes@ccsheriff.org>; Eugene Butler (Sheriff)
<Eugene.Butler@ccsheriff.org>; Karen Amegatcher (Sheriff) <Karen.Amegatcher@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua

All,

This is some background information on the gang we talked about at yesterdaya€™s meeting. They are embedded in the
South American migrant communities and likely have a presence in our area of responsibility. They do engage in a wide
variety of crimes and | would assess that we will have contact with them in our investigations.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriffa€™s Police Department



Fwd: El Tren de Aragua gang info

From: Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org

To: Holly Kremin <holly.kremin@cookcountyil.gov>, HOLLY KREMIN (States Attorney)
<holly.kremin@cookcountyil.gov>

Sent: October 19, 2023 5:47:23 PM CDT

Received: October 19, 2023 5:47:36 PM CDT

Attachments: INB-NIW-23-2869035 CBP El Tren.pdf, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Fonseca (Sheriff)" <Michael. Fonseca@ccsheriftf.org>

Date: October 13, 2023 at 8:39:00 AM CDT

To: "Abel Torres (Sheriff)" <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, "Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)"
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, "Brian Bonarek (Sheriff)" <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
"Daniel Codd (Sheriff)" <Daniel.Codd@ccsheriff.org>, "Daniel Dehoyos (Sheriff)"
<Daniel.Dehoyos@ccsheriff.org>, "Judith Washington (Sheriff)"
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, "Julie Spencer (Sheriff)" <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
"Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff)" <Krzysztof. Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, "Levita Perkins (Sheriff)"
<Levita.Perkins@ccsheriff.org>, "Michael Kizaric (Sheriff)" <Michael.Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>,
"Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff)" <Michelle.Kaechele@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua gang info

All,

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will
recognize them when you come across them.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Fwd: El Tren de Aragua gang info
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Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Fonseca (Sheriff)" <Michael. Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Date: October 13, 2023 at 8:39:00 AM CDT

To: "Abel Torres (Sheriff)" <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, "Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)"
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, "Brian Bonarek (Sheriff)" <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
"Daniel Codd (Sheriff)" <Daniel.Codd@ccsheriff.org>, "Daniel Dehoyos (Sherift)"
<Daniel.Dehoyos@ccsheriff.org>, "Judith Washington (Sheriff)"
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, "Julie Spencer (Sheriff)" <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
"Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff)" <Krzysztof. Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, "Levita Perkins (Sheriff)"
<Levita.Perkins@ccsheriff.org>, "Michael Kizaric (Sheriff)" <Michael.Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>,
"Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff)" <Michelle.Kaechele@ccsherift.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua gang info

All,

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will
recognize them when you come across them.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Re: El Tren de Aragua gang info

From: HOLLY KREMIN (States Attorney) <holly.kremin@cookcountyil.gov>
To: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 20, 2023 11:32:17 AM CDT

Received: October 20, 2023 11:32:40 AM CDT

Thank you. Keep me posted.
Stay safe and have a good weekend.

Holly Kremin

Assistant State's Attorney

Cook County State's Attorney's Office
Special Prosecutions Bureau
Supervisor, Human Trafficking Unit
2650 S. California 13C20

Chicago, IL 60608

The information contained in this electronic message may be confidential and may be subject to the attorney-client
privilege and/or the attorney work product doctrine. It is intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please
delete the original message from your e-mail system.

Thank you.

From: Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:47 PM

To: HOLLY KREMIN (States Attorney) <holly.kremin@cookcountyil.gov>
Subject: Fwd: El Tren de Aragua gang info

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Fonseca (Sheriff)" <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Date: October 13, 2023 at 8:39:00 AM CDT

To: "Abel Torres (Sheriff)" <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, "Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)"
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, "Brian Bonarek (Sheriff)" <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
"Daniel Codd (Sheriff)" <Daniel. Codd@ccsheriff.org>, "Daniel Dehoyos (Sheriff)"
<Daniel.Dehoyos@ccsheriff.org>, "Judith Washington (Sheriff)"

<Judith. Washington@ccsheriff.org>, "Julie Spencer (Sheriff)" <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
"Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff)" <Krzysztof. Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, "Levita Perkins (Sheriff)"
<Levita.Perkins@ccsheriff.org>, "Michael Kizaric (Sheriff)" <Michael Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>,
"Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff)" <Michelle.Kaechele@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua gang info

All

’

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will
recognize them when you come across them.



Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Fwd: El Tren de Aragua gang info

From: Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org, Michael Fonseca (Sheriff) <Michael.Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

To: Jasmina Janjic <jasmina.janjic@ccsheriff.org>, Robert Almeida
<Robert.Almeida@ccsheriff.org>, Jasmina Janjic (Sheriff) <Jasmina.Janjic@ccsheriff.org>,
Robert Aimeida (Sheriff) <Robert.Almeida@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 27, 2023 1:13:07 PM CDT
Received: October 27, 2023 1:13:19 PM CDT
Attachments: INB-NIW-23-2869035 CBP EI Tren.pdf, NGICOnline-Intelligence El Tren.pdf

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Fonseca (Sheriff)" <Michael. Fonseca@ccsheriff.org>

Date: October 13, 2023 at 8:39:00 AM CDT

To: "Abel Torres (Sheriff)" <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, "Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)"
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, "Brian Bonarek (Sheriff)" <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
"Daniel Codd (Sheriff)" <Daniel.Codd@ccsheriff.org>, "Daniel Dehoyos (Sheriff)"
<Daniel.Dehoyos@ccsheriff.org>, "Judith Washington (Sheriff)"
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, "Julie Spencer (Sheriff)" <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
"Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff)" <Krzysztof. Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, "Levita Perkins (Sheriff)"
<Levita.Perkins@ccsheriff.org>, "Michael Kizaric (Sheriff)" <Michael.Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>,
"Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff)" <Michelle.Kaechele@ccsheriftf.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua gang info

All,

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will
recognize them when you come across them.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



Fwd: El Tren de Aragua gang info

From: Michael Fo. neca s@heriffg, Michael(Fo. necaS ccnheriff(or) <
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Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Fonseca (Sheriff)" <Michael. Fonseca@ccsheriftf.org>

Date: October 13, 2023 at 8:39:00 AM CDT

To: "Abel Torres (Sheriff)" <abel.torres@ccsheriff.org>, "Adam Stafiera (Sheriff)"
<Adam.Stafiera@ccsheriff.org>, "Brian Bonarek (Sheriff)" <Brian.Bonarek@ccsheriff.org>,
"Daniel Codd (Sheriff)" <Daniel.Codd@ccsheriff.org>, "Daniel Dehoyos (Sheriff)"
<Daniel.Dehoyos@ccsheriff.org>, "Judith Washington (Sheriff)"
<Judith.Washington@ccsheriff.org>, "Julie Spencer (Sheriff)" <Julie.Spencer@ccsheriff.org>,
"Krzysztof Wantuch (Sheriff)" <Krzysztof. Wantuch@ccsheriff.org>, "Levita Perkins (Sheriff)"
<Levita.Perkins@ccsheriff.org>, "Michael Kizaric (Sheriff)" <Michael.Kizaric@ccsheriff.org>,
"Michelle Kaechele (Sheriff)" <Michelle.Kaechele@ccsheriff.org>

Subject: El Tren de Aragua gang info

All,

This is a gang embedded with the South American migrant communities. Take a look at the info so you will
recognize them when you come across them.

Sergeant Michael Fonseca
Special Victims Unit / Special Operations
Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department



RE: More Tren de Arag_;ua stuff

From: Aguilar, Alberto <Alberto.Aguilar@ice.dhs.gov>

To: Weber, Christopher S <Christopher.S.Weber@ice.dhs.gov>, Moraniec, Amanda E
<Amanda.E.Moraniec@ice.dhs.gov>, Vargas, Daisy <Daisy.Vargas@ice.dhs.gov>, Eichten,
Fiona T <Fiona.T.Eichten@ice.dhs.gov>, Eichten, Fiona M.
<Fiona.Eichten@chicagopolice.org>, Sandhu, Jaskiran <Jaskiran.Sandhu@ice.dhs.gov>,
Lechnar, Dolores E <Dolores.E.Lechnar@ice.dhs.gov>, Robert Almeida (Sheriff)
<Robert.Almeida@ccsheriff.org>, Jasmina.janjic@ccsheriff.org <jasmina.janjic@ccsheriff.org>,
Janjic, Jasmina <Jasmina.Janjic@associates.ice.dhs.gov>, Jasmina Janjic (Sheriff)
<Jasmina.Janjic@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: October 31, 2023 3:53:24 PM CDT
Received: October 31, 2023 3:56:34 PM CDT
Attachments: CIAC_23-24911_LES_SAB_Venezuelan Criminal Organization_Tren de Aragua.pdf, CBP Port

Briefing_Colombia and Venezuela Threats ROA.pdf, EITrende AraguaEnglish.pptx, Situational
Awareness-Tren de Aragua Gang .pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Other reports from within the last year

Alberto Aguilar
Task Force Officer
SAC Chicago
Homeland Security Investigations
747 E. 22nd Street, Suite 300 | Lombard, Illinois 60148
| Alberto.Aguilar@ice.dhs.gov (UNCLASS)

From: Weber, Christopher S <Christopher.S.Weber@ice.dhs.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 2:54 PM

To: Moraniec, Amanda E <Amanda.E.Moraniec@ice.dhs.gov>; Vargas, Daisy <Daisy.Vargas@ice.dhs.gov>; Eichten, Fiona
T <Fiona.T.Eichten@ice.dhs.gov>; Eichten, Fiona M. <Fiona.Eichten@chicagopolice.org>; Sandhu, Jaskiran
<Jaskiran.Sandhu@ice.dhs.gov>; Lechnar, Dolores E <Dolores.E.Lechnar@ice.dhs.gov>; Aguilar, Alberto
<Alberto.Aguilar@ice.dhs.gov>; Robert Almeida (Sheriff) <Robert.AlImeida@ccsheriff.org>; Jasmina.janjic@ccsheriff.org;
Janjic, Jasmina <Jasmina.Janjic@associates.ice.dhs.gov>

Subject: More Tren de Aragua stuff

Some additional Tren de Aragua stuff from social media and DHS systems. There is a bunch more but this gives
you the general idea that theya€™re operating here.

Chris Weber

Supervisory Special Agent

Human Smuggling & Trafficking Group
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI)

HSI Email: christopher.s.weber@hsi.dhs.gov




Scant evidence of migrant gang members despite CPD alerts

From: Sun-Times Morning Edition <newsletters@suntimes.com>

To: anne.fitzgerald@ccsheriff.org, Anne Fitzgerald (Sheriff)
<Anne.Fitzgerald@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: November 10, 2023 7:30:33 AM CST

Received: November 10, 2023 7:40:56 AM CST

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

MORNING EDITION

Today's newsletter is made possible by Sun-Times m
embers and

Let's Talk Womxn

Good morning, Chicago
. X

Below: Employees at Chicago business
es will soon be guaranteed twice as ma
ny days off as workers in the rest of Illi

nois, under an expanded paid leave poli
cy approved by the City Council on Thu
rsday.

0 Coming this afternoon: Mayor Brand
on Johnson wasn't supposed to take c
ampaign money from city contractors
— but he did. Sign up for our Afternoon
Edition newsletter here.

Keeping score: The Bears beat the Pan
thers, 16-13; the Blackhawks beat the L
ightning, 5-3.

0: A 7-minute read



TODAY'S WEATHER @

Partly cloudy with a high near 47.

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.

READ MORE

Chicago businesses like Artopolis Bakery, shown in Febr

uary 2022, will be required to provide 10 days of paid lea

ve to workers starting next year. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivier
e/Sun-Times file

10-day paid leave plan passes C
ity Council, requires Chicago e
mployers to give workers more
time off than other Illinois busi
nesses

Reporting by Mitchell Armentrout

Expanded paid leave: Employees at Ch
icago businesses will soon be guarant



eed twice as many days off as workers
in the rest of lllinois, under an expande
d paid leave policy approved by the City
Council on Thursday. The Council vote
d 36-12 in favor of the ordinance that r
equires Chicago businesses to give the
ir workers 10 days off per year beginnin
g Jan. 1, including five sick days and fiv
e vacation days.

Victory after delay: Mayor Brandon Jo
hnson landed his latest progressive vic
tory two days later than expected after
a parliamentary maneuver by Council o
pponents delayed a vote originally set f
or Tuesday, but the policy's support wa
s hardly in doubt despite vehement op
position in the business community. "If
COVID taught us anything, it's that wor
kers need days off. This can be a life o
r death issue," said Ald. Mike Rodrigue
z (22nd), chairman of the City Council’s
Committee on Workforce Development,
who championed the measure.

Worries about impacts: Ald. Pat Dowel
| (3rd) said she was a reluctant "yes" as
aresult of concessions made at the be
hest of Black Caucus members concer
ned about the burden on small busines
ses. She still had reservations. "l want t
o work to ensure that employees get ti
me off, but the 'time off' issue is nonexi
stent if we enact policies that force bus
inesses to close," Dowell said, later add
ing she was confident "modifications” ¢
ould be made down the line.

READ MORE



President Joe Biden speaks to United Auto Workers on
Thursday at the Community Building Complex in Belvide
re. | Evan Vucci/AP

Biden stumps for unions and hi
mself during UAW celebration i
n Belvidere

Reporting by David Roeder

Biden celebrates union win: Faced with
declining poll numbers and a crisis in t
he Middle East, Biden leaned into his ¢
hance to fire up a crowd rejoicing over t
he UAW'’s historic gains from its target
ed strike against the Detroit Three auto
makers. In its deal with Stellantis, the u
nion secured a pledge to restart the Bel
videre plant, adding thousands of jobs.
Biden donned a red UAW T-shirt to addr
ess the crowd at a community center, a
nd spoke in front of a banner that read,
"Auto workers back to work."

The deal: The union and Stellantis reac
hed a deal Oct. 28 that, along with wag

e hikes of up to 25% over the next 4 1/2
years plus cost-of-living raises, commit
ted the company to reopening the Belv

idere factory. GM and Ford also have s

ettled with the union. Ratification votes
are ongoing.

Pritzker to reach into state pockets: Pr
itzker has said his administration is fin
alizing an incentives package to suppo
rt Stellantis’ estimated $5 billion invest
ment in Belvidere. A spokesperson fro

m the governor’s office said Thursday t
hat details were still being worked out.

READ MORE



MORE NEWS YOU NEED

Takiya Holmes, 11, was shot while in a car in the Parkw
ay Gardens neighborhood in February 2017 | Provided

» Man convicted of fatally shooting g
irl: A jury on Thursday took just two
hours to convict Antwan Jones, 26,
of the Feb. 11, 2017 murder of 11-y
ear-old Takiya Holmes. "We won the
case but we still lost my daughter," t
he girl's mother said.

CPD officer charged with hitting 8t
h-grader: Chicago cop Craig Lancas
ter has been charged with aggravat
ed battery for allegedly hitting an ei
ghth-grade boy while visiting a Sout
h Side school when he was off duty.

Biden fundraiser prompts protest:
After the Belvidere event, President
Biden headlined a fundraiser at Igni
te Glass Studios in Chicago. Hundre
ds of pro-Palestinian protesters gat
hered outside, greeting the presiden
t with jeers as he arrived.

Man faces Capitol riot charges: A
man from southwest suburban Burb
ank has been arrested and faces cr
iminal charges for allegedly deployi
ng wasp and hornet spray at police
officers during the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S
. Capitol riot.

Dr. Allison Arwady's next gig: The p
ublic health commissioner who led
Chicago through the COVID-19 pan
demic and then was abruptly fired b
y Mayor Johnson will start as the di



rector of the CDC’s National Center
for Injury Prevention and Control on
Jan. 16.

* Moratorium on nuclear reactors to
be lifted: Lawmakers left Springfiel
d on Thursday with a bipartisan agr
eement on a measure that will lift a
36-year moratorium on new nuclear
power plants in the state.

* No final plan for elected school bo
ard: Springfield lawmakers left the v
eto session Thursday in a stalemat
e over how members of the Chicag
o Board of Education should be elec
ted next year.




PICTURE CHICAGO

About a thousand Palestinian and pro-Palestinian demo

nstrators rallied at the corner of W. Hubbard and N. Arm

our streets near where President Joe Biden was attendi

ng a fundraising event Thursday. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivie
re/Sun-Times

FROM THE PRESS BOX &

* The Curse of the McCaskeys?: Ano
ther Bears season is down the drain
, and you know who is to blame agai
n, writes Rick Morrissey.

« It's go time for Bulls: The Bulls’ loss
Wednesday to the Suns was yet ano
ther reminder of just how much bett
er they are when Alex Caruso ison't
he court, writes Joe Cowley.



« David Ross on Cubs firing: Ross is |
ooking forward to the future, both pr
ofessionally and personally, as he d
eals with emotions from Monday’s t
urn that stunned the baseball world.

YOUR DAILY QUESTION 0]

In yesterday's Afternoon Edition, we as
ked you: What's an example of somethi
ng that is uniquely Midwest culture?

Here’'s some of what you said...

"Saying 'ope' when you bump into, w
alk past or otherwise slightly inconve
nience someone."

— Crystal McCormick

"Experiencing summer, fall, winter an
d spring happening all within 24 hou

rs.
— Lajuana Murphy

"Keeping perishables outside in wint
er."

— Marco Morales

"We drink pop, we wear gym shoes,
we sit in a fruchroom, we have all fo
ur seasons in one day. Our food is g
ood. Our pizza is in squares. We sta
nd in line for popcorn. Our sports tea
ms have all won championships."

— Taja Harris



"Laughing at southern state people
when their city shuts down at 30 deg
rees."

— Mark Escobar

For a brand new daily question, check to
day's Afternoon Edition. Not subscribed
? Sign up here.

Thanks for reading the Sun-Times
Morning Edition!

Got a story you think we missed? Em
ail us here.

Written by: Katie Anthony
Editor: Matt Moore
Copy editor: Eydie Cubarrubia

The Chicago Sun-Times is a nonprofit supp
orted by readers like you.
Become a member to make stories like thes
e free and available to everyone.

Learn more at suntimes.com/member.
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Scant evidence of migrant gang members despite CPD alerts

From: Sun-Times Morning Edition <newsletters@suntimes.com>

To: brian.olano@ccsheriff.org, Brian Olano (Sheriff)
<Brian.Olano@ccsheriff.org>

Sent: November 10, 2023 7:31:14 AM CST

Received: November 10, 2023 7:41:47 AM CST
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on Johnson wasn't supposed to take c
ampaign money from city contractors
— but he did. Sign up for our Afternoon
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TODAY'S WEATHER @

Partly cloudy with a high near 47.

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.

READ MORE

Chicago businesses like Artopolis Bakery, shown in Febr

uary 2022, will be required to provide 10 days of paid lea

ve to workers starting next year. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivier
e/Sun-Times file

10-day paid leave plan passes C
ity Council, requires Chicago e
mployers to give workers more
time off than other Illinois busi
nesses

Reporting by Mitchell Armentrout

Expanded paid leave: Employees at Ch
icago businesses will soon be guarant



eed twice as many days off as workers
in the rest of lllinois, under an expande
d paid leave policy approved by the City
Council on Thursday. The Council vote
d 36-12 in favor of the ordinance that r
equires Chicago businesses to give the
ir workers 10 days off per year beginnin
g Jan. 1, including five sick days and fiv
e vacation days.

Victory after delay: Mayor Brandon Jo
hnson landed his latest progressive vic
tory two days later than expected after
a parliamentary maneuver by Council o
pponents delayed a vote originally set f
or Tuesday, but the policy's support wa
s hardly in doubt despite vehement op
position in the business community. "If
COVID taught us anything, it's that wor
kers need days off. This can be a life o
r death issue," said Ald. Mike Rodrigue
z (22nd), chairman of the City Council’s
Committee on Workforce Development,
who championed the measure.

Worries about impacts: Ald. Pat Dowel
| (3rd) said she was a reluctant "yes" as
aresult of concessions made at the be
hest of Black Caucus members concer
ned about the burden on small busines
ses. She still had reservations. "l want t
o work to ensure that employees get ti
me off, but the 'time off' issue is nonexi
stent if we enact policies that force bus
inesses to close," Dowell said, later add
ing she was confident "modifications” ¢
ould be made down the line.

READ MORE



President Joe Biden speaks to United Auto Workers on
Thursday at the Community Building Complex in Belvide
re. | Evan Vucci/AP

Biden stumps for unions and hi
mself during UAW celebration i
n Belvidere

Reporting by David Roeder

Biden celebrates union win: Faced with
declining poll numbers and a crisis in t
he Middle East, Biden leaned into his ¢
hance to fire up a crowd rejoicing over t
he UAW'’s historic gains from its target
ed strike against the Detroit Three auto
makers. In its deal with Stellantis, the u
nion secured a pledge to restart the Bel
videre plant, adding thousands of jobs.
Biden donned a red UAW T-shirt to addr
ess the crowd at a community center, a
nd spoke in front of a banner that read,
"Auto workers back to work."

The deal: The union and Stellantis reac
hed a deal Oct. 28 that, along with wag

e hikes of up to 25% over the next 4 1/2
years plus cost-of-living raises, commit
ted the company to reopening the Belv

idere factory. GM and Ford also have s

ettled with the union. Ratification votes
are ongoing.

Pritzker to reach into state pockets: Pr
itzker has said his administration is fin
alizing an incentives package to suppo
rt Stellantis’ estimated $5 billion invest
ment in Belvidere. A spokesperson fro

m the governor’s office said Thursday t
hat details were still being worked out.

READ MORE



MORE NEWS YOU NEED

Takiya Holmes, 11, was shot while in a car in the Parkw
ay Gardens neighborhood in February 2017 | Provided

» Man convicted of fatally shooting g
irl: A jury on Thursday took just two
hours to convict Antwan Jones, 26,
of the Feb. 11, 2017 murder of 11-y
ear-old Takiya Holmes. "We won the
case but we still lost my daughter," t
he girl's mother said.

CPD officer charged with hitting 8t
h-grader: Chicago cop Craig Lancas
ter has been charged with aggravat
ed battery for allegedly hitting an ei
ghth-grade boy while visiting a Sout
h Side school when he was off duty.

Biden fundraiser prompts protest:
After the Belvidere event, President
Biden headlined a fundraiser at Igni
te Glass Studios in Chicago. Hundre
ds of pro-Palestinian protesters gat
hered outside, greeting the presiden
t with jeers as he arrived.

Man faces Capitol riot charges: A
man from southwest suburban Burb
ank has been arrested and faces cr
iminal charges for allegedly deployi
ng wasp and hornet spray at police
officers during the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S
. Capitol riot.

Dr. Allison Arwady's next gig: The p
ublic health commissioner who led
Chicago through the COVID-19 pan
demic and then was abruptly fired b
y Mayor Johnson will start as the di



rector of the CDC’s National Center
for Injury Prevention and Control on
Jan. 16.

* Moratorium on nuclear reactors to
be lifted: Lawmakers left Springfiel
d on Thursday with a bipartisan agr
eement on a measure that will lift a
36-year moratorium on new nuclear
power plants in the state.

* No final plan for elected school bo
ard: Springfield lawmakers left the v
eto session Thursday in a stalemat
e over how members of the Chicag
o Board of Education should be elec
ted next year.




PICTURE CHICAGO

About a thousand Palestinian and pro-Palestinian demo

nstrators rallied at the corner of W. Hubbard and N. Arm

our streets near where President Joe Biden was attendi

ng a fundraising event Thursday. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivie
re/Sun-Times

FROM THE PRESS BOX &

* The Curse of the McCaskeys?: Ano
ther Bears season is down the drain
, and you know who is to blame agai
n, writes Rick Morrissey.

« It's go time for Bulls: The Bulls’ loss
Wednesday to the Suns was yet ano
ther reminder of just how much bett
er they are when Alex Caruso ison't
he court, writes Joe Cowley.



« David Ross on Cubs firing: Ross is |
ooking forward to the future, both pr
ofessionally and personally, as he d
eals with emotions from Monday’s t
urn that stunned the baseball world.

YOUR DAILY QUESTION 0]

In yesterday's Afternoon Edition, we as
ked you: What's an example of somethi
ng that is uniquely Midwest culture?

Here’'s some of what you said...

"Saying 'ope' when you bump into, w
alk past or otherwise slightly inconve
nience someone."

— Crystal McCormick

"Experiencing summer, fall, winter an
d spring happening all within 24 hou

rs.
— Lajuana Murphy

"Keeping perishables outside in wint
er."

— Marco Morales

"We drink pop, we wear gym shoes,
we sit in a fruchroom, we have all fo
ur seasons in one day. Our food is g
ood. Our pizza is in squares. We sta
nd in line for popcorn. Our sports tea
ms have all won championships."

— Taja Harris



"Laughing at southern state people
when their city shuts down at 30 deg
rees."

— Mark Escobar

For a brand new daily question, check to
day's Afternoon Edition. Not subscribed
? Sign up here.
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ng a fundraising event Thursday. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivie
re/Sun-Times

FROM THE PRESS BOX &

* The Curse of the McCaskeys?: Ano
ther Bears season is down the drain
, and you know who is to blame agai
n, writes Rick Morrissey.

« It's go time for Bulls: The Bulls’ loss
Wednesday to the Suns was yet ano
ther reminder of just how much bett
er they are when Alex Caruso ison't
he court, writes Joe Cowley.



« David Ross on Cubs firing: Ross is |
ooking forward to the future, both pr
ofessionally and personally, as he d
eals with emotions from Monday’s t
urn that stunned the baseball world.

YOUR DAILY QUESTION 0]

In yesterday's Afternoon Edition, we as
ked you: What's an example of somethi
ng that is uniquely Midwest culture?

Here’'s some of what you said...

"Saying 'ope' when you bump into, w
alk past or otherwise slightly inconve
nience someone."

— Crystal McCormick

"Experiencing summer, fall, winter an
d spring happening all within 24 hou

rs.
— Lajuana Murphy

"Keeping perishables outside in wint
er."

— Marco Morales

"We drink pop, we wear gym shoes,
we sit in a fruchroom, we have all fo
ur seasons in one day. Our food is g
ood. Our pizza is in squares. We sta
nd in line for popcorn. Our sports tea
ms have all won championships."

— Taja Harris



"Laughing at southern state people
when their city shuts down at 30 deg
rees."

— Mark Escobar

For a brand new daily question, check to
day's Afternoon Edition. Not subscribed
? Sign up here.

Thanks for reading the Sun-Times
Morning Edition!

Got a story you think we missed? Em
ail us here.
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on Johnson wasn't supposed to take c
ampaign money from city contractors
— but he did. Sign up for our Afternoon
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thers, 16-13; the Blackhawks beat the L
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TODAY'S WEATHER @

Partly cloudy with a high near 47.

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.

READ MORE

Chicago businesses like Artopolis Bakery, shown in Febr

uary 2022, will be required to provide 10 days of paid lea

ve to workers starting next year. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivier
e/Sun-Times file

10-day paid leave plan passes C
ity Council, requires Chicago e
mployers to give workers more
time off than other Illinois busi
nesses

Reporting by Mitchell Armentrout

Expanded paid leave: Employees at Ch
icago businesses will soon be guarant



eed twice as many days off as workers
in the rest of lllinois, under an expande
d paid leave policy approved by the City
Council on Thursday. The Council vote
d 36-12 in favor of the ordinance that r
equires Chicago businesses to give the
ir workers 10 days off per year beginnin
g Jan. 1, including five sick days and fiv
e vacation days.

Victory after delay: Mayor Brandon Jo
hnson landed his latest progressive vic
tory two days later than expected after
a parliamentary maneuver by Council o
pponents delayed a vote originally set f
or Tuesday, but the policy's support wa
s hardly in doubt despite vehement op
position in the business community. "If
COVID taught us anything, it's that wor
kers need days off. This can be a life o
r death issue," said Ald. Mike Rodrigue
z (22nd), chairman of the City Council’s
Committee on Workforce Development,
who championed the measure.

Worries about impacts: Ald. Pat Dowel
| (3rd) said she was a reluctant "yes" as
aresult of concessions made at the be
hest of Black Caucus members concer
ned about the burden on small busines
ses. She still had reservations. "l want t
o work to ensure that employees get ti
me off, but the 'time off' issue is nonexi
stent if we enact policies that force bus
inesses to close," Dowell said, later add
ing she was confident "modifications” ¢
ould be made down the line.

READ MORE



President Joe Biden speaks to United Auto Workers on
Thursday at the Community Building Complex in Belvide
re. | Evan Vucci/AP

Biden stumps for unions and hi
mself during UAW celebration i
n Belvidere

Reporting by David Roeder

Biden celebrates union win: Faced with
declining poll numbers and a crisis in t
he Middle East, Biden leaned into his ¢
hance to fire up a crowd rejoicing over t
he UAW'’s historic gains from its target
ed strike against the Detroit Three auto
makers. In its deal with Stellantis, the u
nion secured a pledge to restart the Bel
videre plant, adding thousands of jobs.
Biden donned a red UAW T-shirt to addr
ess the crowd at a community center, a
nd spoke in front of a banner that read,
"Auto workers back to work."

The deal: The union and Stellantis reac
hed a deal Oct. 28 that, along with wag

e hikes of up to 25% over the next 4 1/2
years plus cost-of-living raises, commit
ted the company to reopening the Belv

idere factory. GM and Ford also have s

ettled with the union. Ratification votes
are ongoing.

Pritzker to reach into state pockets: Pr
itzker has said his administration is fin
alizing an incentives package to suppo
rt Stellantis’ estimated $5 billion invest
ment in Belvidere. A spokesperson fro

m the governor’s office said Thursday t
hat details were still being worked out.

READ MORE



MORE NEWS YOU NEED

Takiya Holmes, 11, was shot while in a car in the Parkw
ay Gardens neighborhood in February 2017 | Provided

» Man convicted of fatally shooting g
irl: A jury on Thursday took just two
hours to convict Antwan Jones, 26,
of the Feb. 11, 2017 murder of 11-y
ear-old Takiya Holmes. "We won the
case but we still lost my daughter," t
he girl's mother said.

CPD officer charged with hitting 8t
h-grader: Chicago cop Craig Lancas
ter has been charged with aggravat
ed battery for allegedly hitting an ei
ghth-grade boy while visiting a Sout
h Side school when he was off duty.

Biden fundraiser prompts protest:
After the Belvidere event, President
Biden headlined a fundraiser at Igni
te Glass Studios in Chicago. Hundre
ds of pro-Palestinian protesters gat
hered outside, greeting the presiden
t with jeers as he arrived.

Man faces Capitol riot charges: A
man from southwest suburban Burb
ank has been arrested and faces cr
iminal charges for allegedly deployi
ng wasp and hornet spray at police
officers during the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S
. Capitol riot.

Dr. Allison Arwady's next gig: The p
ublic health commissioner who led
Chicago through the COVID-19 pan
demic and then was abruptly fired b
y Mayor Johnson will start as the di



rector of the CDC’s National Center
for Injury Prevention and Control on
Jan. 16.

* Moratorium on nuclear reactors to
be lifted: Lawmakers left Springfiel
d on Thursday with a bipartisan agr
eement on a measure that will lift a
36-year moratorium on new nuclear
power plants in the state.

* No final plan for elected school bo
ard: Springfield lawmakers left the v
eto session Thursday in a stalemat
e over how members of the Chicag
o Board of Education should be elec
ted next year.
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About a thousand Palestinian and pro-Palestinian demo

nstrators rallied at the corner of W. Hubbard and N. Arm

our streets near where President Joe Biden was attendi

ng a fundraising event Thursday. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivie
re/Sun-Times
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* The Curse of the McCaskeys?: Ano
ther Bears season is down the drain
, and you know who is to blame agai
n, writes Rick Morrissey.

« It's go time for Bulls: The Bulls’ loss
Wednesday to the Suns was yet ano
ther reminder of just how much bett
er they are when Alex Caruso ison't
he court, writes Joe Cowley.



« David Ross on Cubs firing: Ross is |
ooking forward to the future, both pr
ofessionally and personally, as he d
eals with emotions from Monday’s t
urn that stunned the baseball world.

YOUR DAILY QUESTION 0]

In yesterday's Afternoon Edition, we as
ked you: What's an example of somethi
ng that is uniquely Midwest culture?

Here’'s some of what you said...

"Saying 'ope' when you bump into, w
alk past or otherwise slightly inconve
nience someone."

— Crystal McCormick

"Experiencing summer, fall, winter an
d spring happening all within 24 hou

rs.
— Lajuana Murphy

"Keeping perishables outside in wint
er."

— Marco Morales

"We drink pop, we wear gym shoes,
we sit in a fruchroom, we have all fo
ur seasons in one day. Our food is g
ood. Our pizza is in squares. We sta
nd in line for popcorn. Our sports tea
ms have all won championships."

— Taja Harris



"Laughing at southern state people
when their city shuts down at 30 deg
rees."

— Mark Escobar

For a brand new daily question, check to
day's Afternoon Edition. Not subscribed
? Sign up here.
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TODAY'S WEATHER @

Partly cloudy with a high near 47.

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.

READ MORE

Chicago businesses like Artopolis Bakery, shown in Febr

uary 2022, will be required to provide 10 days of paid lea

ve to workers starting next year. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivier
e/Sun-Times file

10-day paid leave plan passes C
ity Council, requires Chicago e
mployers to give workers more
time off than other Illinois busi
nesses

Reporting by Mitchell Armentrout

Expanded paid leave: Employees at Ch
icago businesses will soon be guarant



eed twice as many days off as workers
in the rest of lllinois, under an expande
d paid leave policy approved by the City
Council on Thursday. The Council vote
d 36-12 in favor of the ordinance that r
equires Chicago businesses to give the
ir workers 10 days off per year beginnin
g Jan. 1, including five sick days and fiv
e vacation days.

Victory after delay: Mayor Brandon Jo
hnson landed his latest progressive vic
tory two days later than expected after
a parliamentary maneuver by Council o
pponents delayed a vote originally set f
or Tuesday, but the policy's support wa
s hardly in doubt despite vehement op
position in the business community. "If
COVID taught us anything, it's that wor
kers need days off. This can be a life o
r death issue," said Ald. Mike Rodrigue
z (22nd), chairman of the City Council’s
Committee on Workforce Development,
who championed the measure.

Worries about impacts: Ald. Pat Dowel
| (3rd) said she was a reluctant "yes" as
aresult of concessions made at the be
hest of Black Caucus members concer
ned about the burden on small busines
ses. She still had reservations. "l want t
o work to ensure that employees get ti
me off, but the 'time off' issue is nonexi
stent if we enact policies that force bus
inesses to close," Dowell said, later add
ing she was confident "modifications” ¢
ould be made down the line.

READ MORE



President Joe Biden speaks to United Auto Workers on
Thursday at the Community Building Complex in Belvide
re. | Evan Vucci/AP

Biden stumps for unions and hi
mself during UAW celebration i
n Belvidere

Reporting by David Roeder

Biden celebrates union win: Faced with
declining poll numbers and a crisis in t
he Middle East, Biden leaned into his ¢
hance to fire up a crowd rejoicing over t
he UAW'’s historic gains from its target
ed strike against the Detroit Three auto
makers. In its deal with Stellantis, the u
nion secured a pledge to restart the Bel
videre plant, adding thousands of jobs.
Biden donned a red UAW T-shirt to addr
ess the crowd at a community center, a
nd spoke in front of a banner that read,
"Auto workers back to work."

The deal: The union and Stellantis reac
hed a deal Oct. 28 that, along with wag

e hikes of up to 25% over the next 4 1/2
years plus cost-of-living raises, commit
ted the company to reopening the Belv

idere factory. GM and Ford also have s

ettled with the union. Ratification votes
are ongoing.

Pritzker to reach into state pockets: Pr
itzker has said his administration is fin
alizing an incentives package to suppo
rt Stellantis’ estimated $5 billion invest
ment in Belvidere. A spokesperson fro

m the governor’s office said Thursday t
hat details were still being worked out.

READ MORE
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Takiya Holmes, 11, was shot while in a car in the Parkw
ay Gardens neighborhood in February 2017 | Provided

» Man convicted of fatally shooting g
irl: A jury on Thursday took just two
hours to convict Antwan Jones, 26,
of the Feb. 11, 2017 murder of 11-y
ear-old Takiya Holmes. "We won the
case but we still lost my daughter," t
he girl's mother said.

CPD officer charged with hitting 8t
h-grader: Chicago cop Craig Lancas
ter has been charged with aggravat
ed battery for allegedly hitting an ei
ghth-grade boy while visiting a Sout
h Side school when he was off duty.

Biden fundraiser prompts protest:
After the Belvidere event, President
Biden headlined a fundraiser at Igni
te Glass Studios in Chicago. Hundre
ds of pro-Palestinian protesters gat
hered outside, greeting the presiden
t with jeers as he arrived.

Man faces Capitol riot charges: A
man from southwest suburban Burb
ank has been arrested and faces cr
iminal charges for allegedly deployi
ng wasp and hornet spray at police
officers during the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S
. Capitol riot.

Dr. Allison Arwady's next gig: The p
ublic health commissioner who led
Chicago through the COVID-19 pan
demic and then was abruptly fired b
y Mayor Johnson will start as the di



rector of the CDC’s National Center
for Injury Prevention and Control on
Jan. 16.

* Moratorium on nuclear reactors to
be lifted: Lawmakers left Springfiel
d on Thursday with a bipartisan agr
eement on a measure that will lift a
36-year moratorium on new nuclear
power plants in the state.

* No final plan for elected school bo
ard: Springfield lawmakers left the v
eto session Thursday in a stalemat
e over how members of the Chicag
o Board of Education should be elec
ted next year.
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ther reminder of just how much bett
er they are when Alex Caruso ison't
he court, writes Joe Cowley.
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eals with emotions from Monday’s t
urn that stunned the baseball world.
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ked you: What's an example of somethi
ng that is uniquely Midwest culture?

Here’'s some of what you said...

"Saying 'ope' when you bump into, w
alk past or otherwise slightly inconve
nience someone."

— Crystal McCormick

"Experiencing summer, fall, winter an
d spring happening all within 24 hou

rs.
— Lajuana Murphy

"Keeping perishables outside in wint
er."

— Marco Morales

"We drink pop, we wear gym shoes,
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ur seasons in one day. Our food is g
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TODAY'S WEATHER @

Partly cloudy with a high near 47.

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.

READ MORE

Chicago businesses like Artopolis Bakery, shown in Febr

uary 2022, will be required to provide 10 days of paid lea

ve to workers starting next year. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivier
e/Sun-Times file

10-day paid leave plan passes C
ity Council, requires Chicago e
mployers to give workers more
time off than other Illinois busi
nesses

Reporting by Mitchell Armentrout

Expanded paid leave: Employees at Ch
icago businesses will soon be guarant



eed twice as many days off as workers
in the rest of lllinois, under an expande
d paid leave policy approved by the City
Council on Thursday. The Council vote
d 36-12 in favor of the ordinance that r
equires Chicago businesses to give the
ir workers 10 days off per year beginnin
g Jan. 1, including five sick days and fiv
e vacation days.

Victory after delay: Mayor Brandon Jo
hnson landed his latest progressive vic
tory two days later than expected after
a parliamentary maneuver by Council o
pponents delayed a vote originally set f
or Tuesday, but the policy's support wa
s hardly in doubt despite vehement op
position in the business community. "If
COVID taught us anything, it's that wor
kers need days off. This can be a life o
r death issue," said Ald. Mike Rodrigue
z (22nd), chairman of the City Council’s
Committee on Workforce Development,
who championed the measure.

Worries about impacts: Ald. Pat Dowel
| (3rd) said she was a reluctant "yes" as
aresult of concessions made at the be
hest of Black Caucus members concer
ned about the burden on small busines
ses. She still had reservations. "l want t
o work to ensure that employees get ti
me off, but the 'time off' issue is nonexi
stent if we enact policies that force bus
inesses to close," Dowell said, later add
ing she was confident "modifications” ¢
ould be made down the line.

READ MORE



President Joe Biden speaks to United Auto Workers on
Thursday at the Community Building Complex in Belvide
re. | Evan Vucci/AP

Biden stumps for unions and hi
mself during UAW celebration i
n Belvidere

Reporting by David Roeder

Biden celebrates union win: Faced with
declining poll numbers and a crisis in t
he Middle East, Biden leaned into his ¢
hance to fire up a crowd rejoicing over t
he UAW'’s historic gains from its target
ed strike against the Detroit Three auto
makers. In its deal with Stellantis, the u
nion secured a pledge to restart the Bel
videre plant, adding thousands of jobs.
Biden donned a red UAW T-shirt to addr
ess the crowd at a community center, a
nd spoke in front of a banner that read,
"Auto workers back to work."

The deal: The union and Stellantis reac
hed a deal Oct. 28 that, along with wag

e hikes of up to 25% over the next 4 1/2
years plus cost-of-living raises, commit
ted the company to reopening the Belv

idere factory. GM and Ford also have s

ettled with the union. Ratification votes
are ongoing.

Pritzker to reach into state pockets: Pr
itzker has said his administration is fin
alizing an incentives package to suppo
rt Stellantis’ estimated $5 billion invest
ment in Belvidere. A spokesperson fro

m the governor’s office said Thursday t
hat details were still being worked out.

READ MORE



MORE NEWS YOU NEED

Takiya Holmes, 11, was shot while in a car in the Parkw
ay Gardens neighborhood in February 2017 | Provided

» Man convicted of fatally shooting g
irl: A jury on Thursday took just two
hours to convict Antwan Jones, 26,
of the Feb. 11, 2017 murder of 11-y
ear-old Takiya Holmes. "We won the
case but we still lost my daughter," t
he girl's mother said.

CPD officer charged with hitting 8t
h-grader: Chicago cop Craig Lancas
ter has been charged with aggravat
ed battery for allegedly hitting an ei
ghth-grade boy while visiting a Sout
h Side school when he was off duty.

Biden fundraiser prompts protest:
After the Belvidere event, President
Biden headlined a fundraiser at Igni
te Glass Studios in Chicago. Hundre
ds of pro-Palestinian protesters gat
hered outside, greeting the presiden
t with jeers as he arrived.

Man faces Capitol riot charges: A
man from southwest suburban Burb
ank has been arrested and faces cr
iminal charges for allegedly deployi
ng wasp and hornet spray at police
officers during the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S
. Capitol riot.

Dr. Allison Arwady's next gig: The p
ublic health commissioner who led
Chicago through the COVID-19 pan
demic and then was abruptly fired b
y Mayor Johnson will start as the di



rector of the CDC’s National Center
for Injury Prevention and Control on
Jan. 16.

* Moratorium on nuclear reactors to
be lifted: Lawmakers left Springfiel
d on Thursday with a bipartisan agr
eement on a measure that will lift a
36-year moratorium on new nuclear
power plants in the state.

* No final plan for elected school bo
ard: Springfield lawmakers left the v
eto session Thursday in a stalemat
e over how members of the Chicag
o Board of Education should be elec
ted next year.




PICTURE CHICAGO

About a thousand Palestinian and pro-Palestinian demo

nstrators rallied at the corner of W. Hubbard and N. Arm

our streets near where President Joe Biden was attendi

ng a fundraising event Thursday. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivie
re/Sun-Times

FROM THE PRESS BOX &

* The Curse of the McCaskeys?: Ano
ther Bears season is down the drain
, and you know who is to blame agai
n, writes Rick Morrissey.

« It's go time for Bulls: The Bulls’ loss
Wednesday to the Suns was yet ano
ther reminder of just how much bett
er they are when Alex Caruso ison't
he court, writes Joe Cowley.



« David Ross on Cubs firing: Ross is |
ooking forward to the future, both pr
ofessionally and personally, as he d
eals with emotions from Monday’s t
urn that stunned the baseball world.

YOUR DAILY QUESTION 0]

In yesterday's Afternoon Edition, we as
ked you: What's an example of somethi
ng that is uniquely Midwest culture?

Here’'s some of what you said...

"Saying 'ope' when you bump into, w
alk past or otherwise slightly inconve
nience someone."

— Crystal McCormick

"Experiencing summer, fall, winter an
d spring happening all within 24 hou

rs.
— Lajuana Murphy

"Keeping perishables outside in wint
er."

— Marco Morales

"We drink pop, we wear gym shoes,
we sit in a fruchroom, we have all fo
ur seasons in one day. Our food is g
ood. Our pizza is in squares. We sta
nd in line for popcorn. Our sports tea
ms have all won championships."

— Taja Harris



"Laughing at southern state people
when their city shuts down at 30 deg
rees."

— Mark Escobar

For a brand new daily question, check to
day's Afternoon Edition. Not subscribed
? Sign up here.

Thanks for reading the Sun-Times
Morning Edition!

Got a story you think we missed? Em
ail us here.
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Copy editor: Eydie Cubarrubia
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Scant evidence of migrant gang members despite CPD alerts
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Below: Employees at Chicago business
es will soon be guaranteed twice as ma
ny days off as workers in the rest of Illi

nois, under an expanded paid leave poli
cy approved by the City Council on Thu
rsday.

0 Coming this afternoon: Mayor Brand
on Johnson wasn't supposed to take c
ampaign money from city contractors
— but he did. Sign up for our Afternoon
Edition newsletter here.

Keeping score: The Bears beat the Pan
thers, 16-13; the Blackhawks beat the L
ightning, 5-3.

0: A 7-minute read



TODAY'S WEATHER @

Partly cloudy with a high near 47.

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.

READ MORE

Chicago businesses like Artopolis Bakery, shown in Febr

uary 2022, will be required to provide 10 days of paid lea

ve to workers starting next year. | Tyler Pasciak LaRivier
e/Sun-Times file

10-day paid leave plan passes C
ity Council, requires Chicago e
mployers to give workers more
time off than other Illinois busi
nesses

Reporting by Mitchell Armentrout

Expanded paid leave: Employees at Ch
icago businesses will soon be guarant



eed twice as many days off as workers
in the rest of lllinois, under an expande
d paid leave policy approved by the City
Council on Thursday. The Council vote
d 36-12 in favor of the ordinance that r
equires Chicago businesses to give the
ir workers 10 days off per year beginnin
g Jan. 1, including five sick days and fiv
e vacation days.

Victory after delay: Mayor Brandon Jo
hnson landed his latest progressive vic
tory two days later than expected after
a parliamentary maneuver by Council o
pponents delayed a vote originally set f
or Tuesday, but the policy's support wa
s hardly in doubt despite vehement op
position in the business community. "If
COVID taught us anything, it's that wor
kers need days off. This can be a life o
r death issue," said Ald. Mike Rodrigue
z (22nd), chairman of the City Council’s
Committee on Workforce Development,
who championed the measure.

Worries about impacts: Ald. Pat Dowel
| (3rd) said she was a reluctant "yes" as
aresult of concessions made at the be
hest of Black Caucus members concer
ned about the burden on small busines
ses. She still had reservations. "l want t
o work to ensure that employees get ti
me off, but the 'time off' issue is nonexi
stent if we enact policies that force bus
inesses to close," Dowell said, later add
ing she was confident "modifications” ¢
ould be made down the line.

READ MORE
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Migrants are seen camped out earlier this month at the
Near North police district station, where those arrested f
or shoplifting on the Magnificent Mile have been process
ed. | AP

There's scant evidence of violen
t gang members among Venezu
elan migrants in Chicago — des
pite internal police alerts

Reporting by Frank Main and Tom Schuba

Little evidence of threat: The Chicago
Police Department is warning officers t
o be on the lookout for members of a v
iolent Venezuelan prison gang they say
might be living among the 20,000 migr
ants who've come to the city in the pas
t year. But there’s little publicly availabl
e evidence the gang, El Tren de Aragua
— known in South America for human t
rafficking, drug sales, kidnapping and t
he violence that comes with it — has a
presence in Chicago.

What records show: A Sun-Times analy
sis, based on news reports, crime data

and court records, identified more than
30 migrants from Venezuela who've be
en arrested in Chicago and DuPage Co

unty since April. More than half of the ¢
ases involved theft and shoplifting. Tw
o involved violent crimes: a robbery an

d a stabbing. Records show only one o
f those migrants, charged with domesti
c battery, is listed in Chicago police rec



ords as being a suspected member of t
he prison gang.

Poor coordination: Kyle Williamson, for
mer head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration office in El Paso, Texas
, calls the gang "a huge criminal threat."
But Williamson, who runs the West Tex
as Anti-Gang Center, says he doesn’t kn
ow if it has a presence in Chicago. "l thi
nk we are a while away from seeing the
ir true impact,” he says. The United Stat
es' poor diplomatic relations with the V
enezuelan government makes it nearly
impossible for U.S. law enforcement of
ficials to get warnings about members
of such gangs, he says.

Understanding migration: Experts say
most of the Venezuelan immigrants wh
o've landed in Chicago were fleeing risi
ng crime and the imploding economy in
their home country, arriving broke after
being bused or flown from Texas.
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