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P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  A N D  S E C U R I T Y

(U//FOUO)  ADMINISTRATIVE REVISION: Probable Indicators of Violence in the Wake 
of the US Capitol Breach 

(U//FOUO)  We assess that a range of possible targets, including government facilities and 
officials, law enforcement, and ideologically opposed individuals throughout the National 
Capital Region continue to be possible targets for domestic terrorists in the wake of the 
breach on the US Capitol. Domestic terrorists—motivated by grievances associated with the 
exercise of governmental authority, the presidential transition, or conspiracy theories—may 
particularly exploit First Amendment protected gatherings as a means of cover to commit 
violence. However, we lack specific, credible threats of violence at this time and assess that an 
attack could occur with little or no warning. The following chart highlights possible indicators 
of violence in the Washington, DC area. Some of the observed indicators listed may include 
constitutionally protected activity and should be evaluated in the totality of circumstances. 
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Source, Reference, and Dissemination Information 

Definitions (U//FOUO)  Domestic Terrorism: Any act of unlawful violence that is dangerous to 
human life or potentially destructive of critical infrastructure or key resources 
committed by a group or individual based and operating entirely within the United 
States or its territories without direction or inspiration from a foreign terrorist group. 
This act is a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any state or other 
subdivision of the United States and appears to be intended to intimidate or coerce a 
civilian population, to influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion, 
or to affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or 
kidnapping. A domestic terrorist differs from a homegrown violent extremist in that 
the former is not inspired by and does not take direction from a foreign terrorist group 
or other foreign power. 

Reporting Suspicious 
Activity 

(U)  To report suspicious activity, law enforcement, Fire-EMS, private security 
personnel, and emergency managers should follow established protocols; all other 
personnel should call 911 or contact local law enforcement. Suspicious activity reports 
(SARs) will be forwarded to the appropriate fusion center and FBI Joint Terrorism Task 
Force for further action. For more information on the Nationwide SAR Initiative, visit 
http://nsi.ncirc.gov/resources.aspx. 

Dissemination (U)  Federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial counterterrorism and law enforcement 
officials, first responders, fusion centers, and cleared private sector partners. 

Warning Notices & 
Handling Caveats 

(U)  Warning: This document contains UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
(U//FOUO) information that may be exempt from public release under the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). It is to be controlled, stored, handled, transmitted, 
distributed, and disposed of in accordance with DHS policy relating to FOUO 
information and is not to be released to the public, the media, or other personnel who 
do not have a valid need to know without prior approval of an authorized DHS official. 
State and local homeland security officials may share this document with critical 
infrastructure and key resource personnel or private sector security officials without 
further approval from DHS. 
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