United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 31, 2023
Case No. FL-2023-00013

Reed Rubinstein

America First Legal Foundation
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, #231
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Mr. Rubinstein:

As we noted in our letter dated April 28, 2023, we are processing your
request for material under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C.
§ 552. The Department of State (“Department”) has identified an additional
73 responsive records subject to the FOIA. We have determined that all 73
records may be released in part.

An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for
withholding material. Where we have made redactions, the applicable FOIA
exemptions are marked on each record. Where applicable, the Department
has considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing these
records and applying FOIA exemptions. All non-exempt material that is
reasonably segregable from the exempt material has been released and is
enclosed.
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We will keep you informed as your case progresses. If you have any
guestions, your attorney may contact Kevin Bell, U.S. Department of Justice
Trial Attorney, at kevin.k.bell@usdoj.gov and (202) 305-8613. Please refer
to the case number, FL-2023-00013, and the civil action number, 22-cv-
03386, in all correspondence about this case.

Sincerely,

Diamonece Hickson
Chief, Litigation and Appeals Branch
Office of Information Programs and Services

Enclosures: As stated.
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The Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552)

FOIA Exemptions

Information specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:

1.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations

1.4(b) Foreign government information

1.4(c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology

1.4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources

1.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism

1.4(f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities

1.4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism

1.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency

Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC 2411(c)

CIA PERS/ORG Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
EXPORT CONTROL  Export Administration Act of 1979, 50 USC App. Sec. 2411(c)
FS ACT Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004

INA Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(f)
IRAN Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information

Interagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process,
attorney-client privilege, or attorney work product

Personal privacy information
Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual
Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions
Geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells

Other Grounds for Withholding

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement of the requester
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When

Date: Thursday, May 26
Time: 09oo GMT (5 a.m. Eastern)
Revister here

Date: Thursday, May 26
Time: 2 p.m. Eastern (1800 GMT)
Regisler here

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the webinar.

Please feel free to share this invitation with anyone from your staff who
might be interested in these topics.

Thank you in advance for your participation.

Nancy Nussbaum
E Global Director of Engagement

Need any help? Talk to us.
We're open 24/7

Lditorial Support (editorial questions and requests, on-the-day and
planning)

Customer Support (technical queries, access and account issues,
account creation)

I — 1

The Associated Press is an independent global news organization
dedicated to factual reporting. Founded in 1846, AP today remains the
most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all formats and
the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news
business. More than half the world’s population sees AP journalism
every day.
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Sender: Nancy Nussbaum b)Y 6) dap.org>
Recipient: |(D)(6) dstate.gov>
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Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com:
Recipient: |(b)(6) [Gstate.gov>
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Sender: Katherine O'Hearn <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [[hya)  |Jdstate.gov>

5/25/2023
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From:
To:

Subject:

Date:

Kristine Coratti Kelly <washpostlive@washpost.com>

{D)(6) dstate.gov>

RE: WashPast Invite; In-person entrepreneurship event with Heather Boushey and
Steve Case, 6/21 [Response Requested]

Thu, 16 Jun 2022 16:04:18 +0000

11
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Kristine Coratti Kelly <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: |b)(6) Dstate.gov>

5/25/2023
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Gabrielle

From: Baybars Orsek {{h\{R) [@poynter.org>
Sent: Wednesday, Qctober 7, 2020 3:21 PM

To: Price, Gabrielle M ( Tunis) [b)(6) _ [Pstate.gov>

Ccib)6) @state.gov>; Vonda Wolcottfrvay J@iwpr.net>; Alan Davis
[y I@iwpr.net>; |(b)(6) I@state.g0v>; Ferdi Qzsoy |(b]{6 @poynter.org>;

Thibault, Erica {Tunis} {h\y6) _ [@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K {Tunis}[(hv@m [ state.gov>

Subject; Re: Update on Poynter and Tunisia -- Connecting with U.5. Embassy Tunis

Hello apain,

Hope this finds you in a good health.

Just wanted to kindly remind my inquiry about your thoughts on HAICA from Tunisia as a
potential local partner for our training engagement in the country.

P'm sharing two documents that I've received about the organization (via UNDP) and kindly
asking your feedback on their status and eligibility to be a good partner for this project.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best-

Baybars

On Fri, Sep 25, 2020 at 10:35 AM Baybars Orsek -(b)(ﬁ) (@poynter.org™> wrote:

Hello everyone,

Just wanted to get a quick feedback on haica.tn and their collaborative

initiative https://tunisiachecknews.com/

UNDP and Council of Europe seem to be supporting them

I'm aware that HAICA is a constitutional body set up after the revolution and is not a private
organization, however, wondering if they are more independent than similar organizations
around the world.

Thanks a lot!

Baybars

On Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 12:42 PM Baybars Orsek -(b){s) apoynter.org™> wrote:
Hi Gabby,

Hope you had a great weekend!

Just wanted to kindly check in since I have not received an invite yet,
I believe we are still confirmed for tomorrow 1 lam EDT.

Looking forward to hearing from vou.

Best-

Baybars

On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 9:25 AM Price, Gabrielle M ( Tunis) {b)}(6) (@state. gov> wrote:

Super!

From: Baybars Orsek {b){6) [@poynter.org>

Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 2:22 PM

To: Price, Gabrielle M { Tunis) (b &) |@state.gov>

ce: l{b)(6) [@state.gov>; Vonda Wolcott [hY&Y [@iwpr.net>; Alan Davis
{{hJ@iwpr.net>; [(b)(6) [@state.gov>; Ferdi Ozsoy -_- poynter.org>;

15
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Thibault, Erica {LEQ) {h\6) __ [@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) [(b){6) Fstate.gov>

Subject: Re: Update on Poynter and Tunisia -- Connecting with U.S. Embassy Tunis

Hi Gabby,

Sure thing! Please kindly feel free to send an invite with your preferred method of
communication.

Looking forward to it!

Best-

Baybars

On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 9:16 AM Price, Gabrielle M ( Tunis) |(b)(6) (a;state.gov> wrote:
Baybars,

That's great. Would it be possible to push the moving back to 11 am Tampa /4 pm Tunis? That
better suits a key person on our side. We can set the meeting up via Teams or Zoom. Let us
know your preference and we'll send a link by Monday am our time.

Thanks again,

Gabby

From: Baybars Orsek b)) [@poynter.org>
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 2:07 PM

To: Price, Gabrielle M ( Tunis) |(b)(6] [@state.gov>

Ce:{b)(6) |@state.gov>; Vonda Wolcott {{hY{g) [@iwpr.net>; Alan Davis

iy @iwpr.net>; fh(RY [@state.gov>; Ferdi Ozsoy fpvRI@poynter.org>;
Thibault, Erica {LEO) [hW&)__ |@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) [[b)(6) |@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Update on Poynter and Tunisia -- Connecting with U.5. Embassy Tunis

Yes, that works for me.
Looking forward to it!
Baybas

On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 5:53 AM Price, Gabrielle M ( Tunis) |(b)(6) | @ state.cov> wrote:

Hi Baybars,

Tuesday morning (Eastern time} works well for us too. Are you available around 10 am Tampa /
3 PM Tunis?

Thanks,

Gabby

From: Baybars Orsek fmvay |@poynter.org>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 5:35 PM
To: Price, Gabrielle M ( Tunis) [(b)6) lﬁJstate.gov:»

Ce:lih\B) [@state.gov>; Vonda Wolcott fhy/@) [@iwpr.net>; Alan Davis
[hyal@iwpr.net>:[fhy(6) [@state.gov>; Ferdi Ozsoy [fhvR [@poynter.org>;
Thibault, Erica {LEQ)} [hyAY [@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) [fh\(&) l@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Update an Paynter and Tunisia -- Cannecting with U.S. Embassy Tunis

Hi Gabby,
Great to hear from you!
Next week would be very ideal for me!
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I'm based in Florida, Eastem Time Zone

My Tuesday moming (EDT) seems flexible. I hope that would work for you given the time
difference and your schedule.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best-

Baybars

On Thu, Sep 17, 2020 at 12:31 PM Price, Gabrielle M { Tunis) {b){6) w@state.gov> wrote:

Dear Baybars,

It is a pleasure to meet you. Perhaps we can meet next week over Zoom. Please let me know
where you are based so that we can work out a date and time. | would like to include out
incoming PAO, Erica Thibault, and our new press officer, Mary Fanous in the call.

Best regards,

Gabby

From: Baybars Orsek[b)(6) |@poynter.org>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:52 PM

To: Price, Gabrielle M { Tunis) fry&é)  [@state.gov>;[(hV(6) [@state.gov>; Vonda
Wolcott <frviai@iwpr.net>; Alan Davis {iryaRiwpr.net>; [(h)8) [@state.gov>;

Ferdi Ozsoy {ihv [@poynter.org>
Subject: Fwd: Update on Poynter and Tunisia -- Connecting with U.S. Embassy Tunis

Dear Gabby Price and all,

Hope this email finds you well.

Thanks a lot for this introduction, [(hytgHappy to be connected.

Gaby, we are lacking a trainee organization in Tunisia to kick of the trainings. Dogruluk Payi
from Turkey will be our regional partner in those trainings, therefore will be providing guidance
and support throughout the implementation of the engagement.

We like to hear your thoughts and guidance on identifying a Tunisian newsroom and/or non-
profit organization to engage with and train them to be eligible for the International Fact-
Checking Network's Code of Principles.

I'll be more than happy to connect with the colleagues at the embassy to seek help 1n our search
for a partner in the country.

Available for a call at your convenience.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best-

Baybars

---------- Forwarded message -------—-

From: |(b)}{6) |@state. oov>

Date: Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 5:35 PM

Subject: Update on Poynter and Tunisia -- Connecting with U.S. Embassy Tunis
To:[(b)6)_|@poynter.org {[b)(6) |@poynter.ory>

Cc: Vonda Wolcott mirgy [@iwpr.net>, Alan Davis {fhy [@iwpr.net>, [nia)
T fa)state.gov>

17
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Baybars,

| hope you are doing well! I'm touching base with you regarding the Tunisia portion of your
IFCN program. | understand from your recent amendment that Poynter still seeks a local
Tunisian organization with whom to partner.

May you provide our public affairs officer at the U.S. Embassy in Tunis with an update on where
things stand regarding Tunisia by open of business tomorrow (Thursday)}? Her name is Gabby
Price and her email is [b)(6) |@state.gov. She is already aware that you and IWPR will reach
out with an update and to begin coordinating on potential local implementers. The embassy
likely can assist you in your search.

Please cc myself, Vonda, Alan, and [h(/) |@state.gov) from our Near
Eastern Affairs Bureau on your email. | ask with urgency because Gabby is leaving her position
within the next several days. She would like to brief her successor on all pending projects to
avoid any disconnect or confusion that the transition may cause. It would also be useful for you
to mention that you've identified Dogruluk Payi -- the Turkish fact-checking organization -- as
the one who will be connected with the Tunisian organization TBD.

Thank you again, and | do hope you and your family are remaining healthy these days.

Kindly,

(b)(6)

Global Engagement Center
U.S. Department of State

ﬁb)(B) |@state.gov

Baybars Orsek
Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek
Director | International Fact-Checking Network

(ctbaybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek
Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{ibaybarsorsek / i factchecknet

Baybars Orsek
Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(wbaybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

18
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“We believe the Global Engagement Center within the Department of State can help facilitate the
transfer of their terminals to non-governmental organization partners to ensure the Iranian people have
the freedom to communicate with each other and share their concerns to the world,” wrote Republican
Reps Michael Waltz and Maria Salazar in a joint letter to Secretary of State Tony Blinken this week.

Does State have a response to the letter? Is it possible for the GEC to do this?

Thanks!
Sender: "Atwood, Kylie" [b)(6) fcnn.com>

T _ l@state.gov>;
NEA-Press <NEA-Press@state.gov>;
Recipient: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>;
Price, Edward C {h\Y/\ l@state.gov>;
[(b)(6) l@state.gov>
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From: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
To: Baybars Orsek {{h\/R)_|@poynter.org:>
CC: [(b)6) [@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Public Diplomacy - Poynter IFCN Connection
Date: Tue, 26 Oct 2021 12:44:22 +0000

Thank you for the introduction, fhy&) |

Hi Baybars,

Great to e-connect with you! My colleaguefih\g) _|and | were discussing with on
possible resources/training that may be available for some of our public affairs posts in East
Asia Pacific that work with a small press corp. They are particularly interested in ways to
connect local journalists with resources that help in fact checking, combating
mis/disinformation, and access to other journalist/news networks.

It would be great to hear some of the projects IFCN is working on and if there may be
opportunities we can work together to heip some of our smaller posts.

Thanks again for your help.

Best,

(b)(E)

Public Diptomacy Country Coordinator for Maritime Southeast Asia
Bureau of East Asian & Pacific Affairs
(D)(6) [ state.gov
| am teleworking and can be reached at|(b)(6) |
From: Baybars Orsek[fnvgy _[@poynter.org>
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 8:29 AM
To: bRy |@state.gov>
Ce:lib)6) |@state.gov>;[fhvA) |@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Public Diplomacy - Poynter IFCN Connection

Dear|(b)(6)

Thanks a lot for the introduction and apologies for the late reply. [ was buried down with our
annual Global Fact conference last week.

Looking forward to hearing more and discussing how we can help.

All the best-

Baybars

On Tue, Oct 19, 2021 at 1:53 PM |(b)(6) @ state. gov> wrote:
Dear Baybars,

Hoping this finds you well. A few colleagues from our Office of Public Diplomacy within the

Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP), [b)6) |ec'd, reached out to our team

at GEC on an ongoing discussion to coordinate a potential upcoming November engagement
within Southeast Asia.

28



F1-2023-00013 A-00000599247 "UNCLASSIFIED" 5/25/2023

| wanted to connect you two due to IFCN's leading experience in this space generally, but also, |
understand Poynter may have supported a Google News Lab training in Singapore in 2018 that
received GEC support -- this seems like a natural nexus and if you might be able to provide
some insights to my colleagues and their questions |I'd be much obliged.

| hope this connection is fortuitous for you all. I'll leave it to my EAP colleagues to take it from
here(b)(6) | over to you.
v/,

b6} |

Program Analyst
GEC | DOS | Alutiig Contractor
Cell: 301.312.1805

b)(6) [@state.gov

Baybars Orsek
Director | International Fact-Checking Network
{tbaybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Sender: [b)(6) [@state.gov>

Baybars Orsek {ih\(R)_l@poynter.org>;
(b)(6) @state.gov>

Recipient:
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Ce:lihviay [@state.gov>; Vonda Wolcott {RyRY [@iwpr.net>; Alan Davis

v @iwpr.net>; Joshua Peller {{hyvAY |@nytimes.com>

Subject: Opportunity for Marshall Istands fournal to join the New York Times Content Project

Aloha Ms. Goodman:

| hope you are keeping healthy and enjoying this holiday season. | am writing to you as the East-West
Center is administering a project for the Department of State which provides licensing agreement to use
New York Times content in select Pacific Islands newsrooms. The funds are drawn from the GEC
Information Access Fund which we are accessing through a sub-award with the Institute for War and
Peace Reporting. We would like to make this opportunity available to the both the Cook islands News
and Television Niue if you think that these outlets would be open to the opportunity and a worthy
recipients of the license. The year-long license (valued at|(b){4) | would allow those media outlets to
republish New York Times content (in both English and Mandarin languages) in their hardcopy and
online presence (if any).

If you think that Cook Islands News & TV Niue would be appropriate would you be willing to make the
first approach to introduce their executives to the idea? our GEC contact at INDOPACOM,
prefers that approach instead of the EWC directly reaching out, if you are willing. Myself and our contact
at the New York Times will follow-up your initial query with practical details,

At the end of this email I've included some boilerplate language used by other embassies to contact
media outlets. Feel free to use verbatim or customize to your circumstances.

Thanks very much for your help. Stay safe and happy holidays.

Best regards,
Scott Kroeker

My name is XXXXX and | work with the US Embassy in XXXX it's my pleasure to E-meet you.
I'd like to bring your attention to an opportunity to access content for your publication, the XXXXX.

The U.S. Embassy is offering your news outlet the opportunity to be part of our New York Times English
& Mandarin content project. We know that many small and medium size news outlets would like to use
content from larger outlets, and, that content in Mandarin for occasional Mandarin language
supplements is also helpful.

We are pleased to announce a new project for select news outlets in the Pacific:

1) free usage license for New York Times English and Mandarin content for at least one year,

2} custom training from the New York Times on their website {so you can most easily access the content
you want, and on-going technical support),

3) quarterly webinars with prominent international journalists on relevant topics to the Pacific
facilitated by the East-West Center, and
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Would next Friday work? I'm free anytime after 11am except 3-4pm EST.

Before we meet, can you tell me where your projects are at and what M&E work you've done
so far? Also, are you just looking for a watk through of the M&E Workbook/Performance
Monitoring Plan? Is there anything else you'd like to accomplish during our calf?

Thanks!

Kb)(6) |
M&E Specialist
Global Engagement Center
U.S. Department of State
Contractor - Alutiiq Information Management, LLC

|(b)(6) @state.gov

[=1

From: Ferdi Ozsoy|{b]{6|@ poynter.org>
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 10:51 AM
To: Vonda Wolcott v J@iwpr.net>

Cc: Baybars Orsek [h)(6) _ |@poynter.org>; Alanna Dvorak [fhyjay _ [@poynter.org>;[(h\(&A)

[(hyié) [@state.gov>; Maria Adelma Montejo @) [@iwpr.net>
Subject: Re: M&E for Balkans and Pacific Islands

Hi All,

Vonda, thank you for the introductions.

(D)(6) |, When would be the best time and date for us to set up a call to go over the documents?
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From: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>

To: Seitz, Amanda fh){g) Dap.org>
Subject: Re: GEC - Who to contact?
Date: Thu, 23 Jun 2022 20:31:21 +0000

Thanks, Amanda. Let me chat internally with colleagues and get back to you on the format plus
some options for next week to speak with our Russia Director. | hope to get back to you by EOD
tomorrow.

All the best,

From: Seitz, Amanda {h}{§) [@ap.org>
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 3:16 PM

To: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Subject: Re: GEC - Who to contact?

Great. I think it would be wonderful if we could have an off the record conversation, to be
candid, and perhaps have a portion of the conversation on the record or on background. Let me
know what you think.

On Jun 23, 2022, at 1:56 PM, GEC Press <GECPress(@state.gov> wrote:

[EXTERNAL)

That is doable! | will coordinate with my colleagues and share some options with you to decide.
Would this conversation be on deep background, OTR, do you need quotes, etc? Want to also
square away logistics internally as well.

Thanks,

From: Seitz, Amanda {{h\/a\ [@ap.org>

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 1:32 PM

To: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>

Subject: RE: GEC - Who to contact?

Hi, [h\AY 1~

So great to hear from you. I'd love to set up a time next week, if possible?
Thank you,

Amanda

Amanda Seitz

Newsperson
The Associated Press
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From: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>

To: Steven Lee Myers [(b){6) Pnytimes.com>
CC: GEC-Press <GEC-Press@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Foreign misinformation about elections
Date: Fri, 7 Oct 2022 19:55:25 +0000

Good afternoon Steven,

Thanks for reaching out to us.

Could you please share some more detail on the topic{s} you would like to discuss? Also, what
kind of a deadline are you [ooking at?

Best regards,

(D)(6)

Public Affairs Officer

Global Engagement Center
U.S. Department of State
All Native Group Contractor

[=1

From: S5teven Lee Myers {b)(6) [@nytimes.com>
Sent: Friday, October 7, 2022 2:43 PM

To: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Subject: Foreign misinformation about elections

Hello,

Following up on our last conversation, [ was hoping to speak about foreign influence operations
following the recent takedown by Facebook and this AP story.
https://hosted.ap.org/thetimes-tribune/article/ea913{2b3b8 [ 8651a9db1327adaa3 30a/us-warns-
about-foreign-efforts-sway-american-voters.

Would it be possible to set something up?

Many thanks

Steven Lee Myers

The New York Times

Twitter: @stevenleemyers

Facebook: StevenLeeMyersNYT

What'sApp and Signal, {b)(6) |
Sender: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>

Recipient: Steven Lee Myers [fhygy Pnytimes.com>;
GEC-Press <GEC-Press@state.gov>
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From: "Fangus, Mary K (Tunis)" [h\{§) Dstate.gov>
To: Alanna Dvorak {{h\ifY__[@poynter.org>

[T |@state.gov>;
Baybars Orsek 4rhvRY_[@poynter.org>;
b)(6) [@state.gov>;
CC: [hve [@state.gov>;
(hY R Rstate.gov>;
by A Bstate.gov>;

Thibault, Erica {Tunis) {H/) hstate.gov>
Subject: Re: Connecting - Poynter/IFCN and U.S. Embassy Tunis

Date: Tue, 19 Apr 2022 20:50:24 +0000

Apologies for the delay Alanna. I'm trying to coordinate a call on Friday morning. If you are
available, I will circle back with the proposed time. Thanks.

Get Qutlook for 10S

From: Alanna Dvorak [fh\i) _[@poynter.org>

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 9:41:23 PM

To: Thibault, Erica {Tunis)[[h\(f) ___ Pstate.gov>

Ceyb)(6) [@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K (Tunis} [(hyaY  state.gov>; Baybars
Orsek [fhva)  [@poynter.org>; fhi6) [Dstate.gov>; IM-}) [Tunis)
& lstate.govs; fmvay J@state.gov={{b)6) |
[ne) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Connecting - Poynter/IFCN and U.S. Embassy Tunis

Hi all,

Just following up on this to see if we can get a call scheduled.

Best,

Alanna

On Sat, Apr 9, 2022 at 3:48 AM Thibauit, Erica (Tunis) [b){6) wstate. gov> wrote:
Hi Alanna

Thanks for getting back to us so quickly. Mary Fanous who leads our press efforts will work
with you on a time next week fo a call.

Best regards,

Erica Thibault

Counselor for Public Affairs

US Embassy Tunis

(b)6)  [state.gov

From: Alanna Dvorak [p)(6) _ [@poynter.org>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 7:33 PM

To: |(b)(6) state.gov>
Cc: Baybars Orsek {ih\f) _|@poynter.org>; Thibault, Erica (Tunis} {b)(6) state.gov>;
(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Connecting - Poynter/IFCN and U.S. Embassy Tunis
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On Fri, Feb 5, 2021 at 12:52 PM Baybars Orsek {{hw/) _[@poynter.org> wrote:
Absolutely!

Actually, he must have received that update yesterday but I can see that the communication takes
longer given the time difference between us and him in Bangkok.

We will share our updates with him and his team with you.
Have a great weekend!

Baybars

On Fri, Feb 5, 2021 at 12:45 PM [ib)(6) (@state.gov> wrote:

Baybars, Ferdi,

Thank you so much for the quick response.

Can you please share that update with () Jin Bangkok and reassure him that you are confident
things will be executed on time since he reached out with concerns?

Thank you!

From: Baybars Orsek[fh\(R)_|@poynter.org>
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 12:41 PM
To:[ihy Ay [@state.gov>

Cc: Ferdi Ozsoy {ihy_[@poynter.org>;[ih\&) [Dstate.gov>;[ihyAY

{D){(6) Dstate.gov>; (D)(6) |@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Concerns about Thailand Grant

Hi

Thanks for checking in.

As of today, the DS1909 form has been sent to our VP of Finance and Business for her signature
and will be sent back to the Embassy in Bangkok for execution.

That will officially extend the project to July 31st of this year.

The course material has been prepared and currently it's currently in the translation process.

The materials will be shared with the embassy for confirmation and they can be delivered as
early as the first week of March.

Thank you for your understanding and happy to have a call to discuss if you have any questions.
Best-

Baybars

On Fri, Feb 5, 2021 at 12:34 PM |ib{A) [¢cistate.gov> wrote:

Ferdi, Baybars,

| want to reach out to see if we could resolve some concerns that have been raised over the
Thailand project. 1 know you have been swamped but post is concerned it is falling behind
planned timelines and has voiced concern that it has been hard to keep thing moving. Would
you have a moment to touch base so we can make sure things stay on track?

Best, [D)(6)
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Sender: [(b)(6)

Recipient:

Feist, Sam |{b¥{6) CNN.COM:>>;

b6y

AfghanistanLogisticsTF@groups.state.gov
<AfghanistanLogisticsTF@groups.state.gov:>;
Norgaard, Kim [(hvieY [@warnermedia.com>;

(b)(€)
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From: Alvarez, Priscilla drhvay [&cnn.coms
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 10:07 AM
To: [(b¥(6) [@state.gov>
Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@State.Gov> Ilh\R) _ [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Hilrhyi /Y

Happy Friday. | just wanted to quickly clarify: The ads are paid for by the US government, is that right?

Also, have any of the numbers below changed?

Thanks,

Priscilla

From: {b)6) |@state.gov>

Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 at 4:11 PM

To: "Alvarez, Priscilla" [hyg) [@cnn.com>

Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@State.Gov>, {h\(B) |@state.gov>

Subject: Re: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Hi Priscilla,

Off the record: I've supplied all the information and ads | have on file. | recommend looking at
the Facebook and instagram accounts of our U.S. embassies and consulates overseas for further

content.

Regards,

[(b)(6) |
Press Officer
Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs (WHA/PD)

From: Alvarez, Priscilla {{h){&) pecnn.coms
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2021 4:07 PM

To: b 6) |@state.gov>
Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@State.Gov>;[(b)(6) [@state.gov>
Subject: Re: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Thanks,|thY/8) | This is helpful. Right now, | only have the Spanish-language ad in Guatemala to point to.
Would it be possible to get one more example to show the different messages?
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From: {b)(6) [@state.gov>
Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 at 3:54 PM
To: "Alvarez, Priscilla”" {h){6) l@cnn.com>
Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@>5State.Gov>, ihvigy [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads
Hi Priscilla,
| can supply the following information below. This is all the information | have at this time:

On Background, attributable to a State Department Spokesperson:

e We have long leveraged targeted messages in the region on migration, but we have
ramped up the scope of messaging since January 20 when this Administration took
office.

s We are using digital, video, and radio messages in Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Honduras to provide potential migrants with factual information about the ongoing
closure of the border to counteract the lies and disinformation spread by coyotes and
traffickers.

» Our messages also focus on generating hope for those considering migrating that they
can build a better life in their home countries as in the U.S., as partner governments,
NGOs, international organizations and the private sector are working to improve
governance, economic prosperity, and security in the region.

» We utilize multiple social media platforms to communicate these messages, taking into
account the multiple streams of information used to find factual information about
migration. All digital ads are compatible with mobile devices, as data shows mobile is
the dominant source of media consumption in the region

» We use the same means to share with audiences in those four countries the U.S.
commitment and actions to generate economic opportunities, improve economic well-
being, and combat corruption.

« Radio ad scripts are derived from real-life testimonials.

s Since January 2021, we have run an estimated 28K radio ads in Brazil, Et Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras in Spanish, Portuguese, and six indigenous languages. The
current Central America radio campaign inciudes nationwide coverage in all regions,
inctuding both urban hubs and targeted rural areas where migrants are more likely to
come from.

s These ads played on 133 radio stations, reaching at least 7 million Central American
radio listeners and potentially as many as 22.8 million listeners each month. From
October 2019 to December 2020, we ran an estimated 7,500 radio ads per month on 30
radio stations in El Salvador, Guatemata, and Honduras. Radio impressions data is
pulled from listenership estimates, meaning the potential reach numbers indicated are
likely significantly lower than the actual number of listeners reached.

s The Department takes a data-informed approach to deploying digital and traditional
modes of advertising. We use message testing and audience research to make content
more engaging and persuasive to target audiences, including potential irregular
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From: Alvarez, Priscillal(b){6) @cnn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 7:23 AM
To:[(b)(6) (@state.gov>

Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@5tate.Gov>; PA Press Duty <PAPressDuty@state.gov>;(b)(6)

(b)Y B\ [ostate.gov>
Subject: Re: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Hil(b)(6)

Can we use the Spanish ad? Given your note off the record below, wanted to confirm.

Thanks,

Priscilla

From: (b)) @state.gov>

Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 at 5:59 PM

To: "Alvarez, Priscilla" {{bh)6) [fPcnn.com:>

Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@5tate.Gov>, PA Press Duty <PAPressDuty @state.gov>,
(b)Y 6) |@state.gov>

Subject: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Hello Priscilla,

Off the record: My name is and I'm a press officer at the Bureau of Western
Hemisphere Affairs at the U.S. Department of State. | wanted to follow up on an inquiry you
submitted to my colleague|(b)(6) | See your initial email below for reference.

Off the record: To clarify, we use Facebook and Instagram's advertising platform as a service.
Attached are samples of radio ads we have run in Guatemala in Spanish and two indigenous

languages {Kakchiquel and Tzutujil). Facebook/instagram promoted content are posted publicly

on each respective Embassy's Facebook page.

Regards,

[(D)6) |
Press Officer

Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs (WHA/PD}

Your Initial Email:

From: Alvarez, Priscilla {b)(6) [@enn.com>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:36 PM
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China Division, Global Engagement Center
U.S. Department of State
Office: ¢|(b)(6)
Mobile:

=]
From:|(b}(6) |
Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 3:09 PM
To: m dina) @poynter.org>
Cc: [b){6) |@state.gov>; [[b)(6) [@state.gov>; [fhvay |
hy ey [@state.gov>

Subject: BN Check Contacts to Share with Africa Check for Tentative GEC Award

Good afternoon Alanna,
The China Division of the Global Engagement Center is currently in the final stages of pre-award
negotiation with tentative implementer, Africa Check, for an FY22 award. | understand from
cc'd, that you spoke with Africa Check over the summer about the inclusion of

Tunisian organizations in their proposed program.

Could you please provide the relevant contacts at BN Check for us to pass along to Africa
Check?

Thank you,

[(b)(6) |

Grants Management Officer
China Division, Global Engagement Center
U.S. Department of State

Office: {b)(6)
Mobile:

=1

Alanna Dvorak

International Training Manager/IFCN
The Poynter Institute

ph:[(b)(6) |
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Frviey f@poynter.org
www . poynter.org

Sender: [(h)/6)

[@state.gov>

Alanna Dvorak fhvay  [@poynter.org>;
iy |@state.gov>;

Recipient: G

[@state.gov>;

(b)(6)

|@state.gov>

5/25/2023
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Fryiay

|@state.gov>;

[[bY6)

|@state.gov>

5/25/2023
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Vonda Wolcott [ryvaY I@iwpr.net>;
bi(6) state.gov>;
Joshua Peller [{D){(6) @nytimes.com>

5/25/2023
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Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [hya) dstate.gov>

5/25/2023
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poynter.org>,;
poynter.org>

5/25/2023
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“Mission: To direct, lead, synchronize, integrate, and coordinate efforts of the Federal
Government to recognize, understand, expose, and counter foreign state and foreign non-state
propaganda and disinformation efforts aimed at undermining or influencing the policies, security,

or stability of the United States, its allies, and partner nations.”

“SENSITIVE BUTTUNCEASSIFIED
—SENSHVEBUTFUNCEASSHFED-
Sender: [(D)(6) @state.gov>
Lagipoiva Cherelle Jackson fryAY __ J@gmail.com:>;

(D)) I

Recipient: (b)(6) I@ap.ora {hvRY  [@ap.orgs;
{(b)(6)
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From: Baybars Orsek [[hyay__[@poynter.org>
SentVia: <fakenewssci@googlegroups.com:>

To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: [fakenewssci] Call for Abstracts - Global Fact 9 Academic Track
Date: Mon, 14 Feb 2022 17:40:03 -0500

Call for Abstracts - Global Fact 9 Academic Track
Short abstracts now due 25 February 2022

As noted in an earlier communication, the first day of the Global Fact summit, 22 June, will be
devoted to an academic track, with several invited panelists and speakers addressing topics
such as:

¢ Best academic practices in—and potential contributions to—this developing field.

¢ Fact-checking in the context of misinformation and increasing polarization.

» Directions of fact-checking, e.g., towards more debunking and tech partnerships.

» (Socio)technical tools—old, new, and yet-to-be-developed—in fact-checking.

» Fact-checker safety—mental, emotional, and/or physical.

¢ Collaborations between different types of actors, based on topics, aims, regions,
languages, etc.

» Regulation efforts aimed at big tech and platforms, and the impact on fact-checking
partnerships and funding.

¢ Media and information literacy in the age of COVID-19 and declining institutional
trust.

» The importance of publicly available data (e.g., national statistics, platform insights}
and other resources for fact-checkers.

» Fact-checking in the context of oppression—e.g., how it can be conducted and
disseminated.

In addition to the invited presentations, we are reserving a portion of the academic track for
lightning-round presentations. These will entail discussions of your work, at whatever stage—
conceptual, in progress, or finished—in a shorter time frame. Depending on the number of
submissions accepted, presentations will likely be limited to 10 In addition to the invited
presentations, we are reserving a portion of the academic track for lightning round
presentations. These will entail discussions of your work, at whatever stage—conceptual, in
progress, or finished—in a shorter time frame. Depending on the number of submissions
accepted, presentations will likely be limited to 10 minutes with questions. We are particularly
interested in work from early career researchers, work that focuses on marginalized
communities or regions, and/or work using new or innovative methods. Potential topics might
include, but are no way restricted to, the above list.
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Messages shared over this group should be considered private correspondence, not for external
circulation or publication without permission.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Disinformation
Research Group" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
disinfotunsubscribe(@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit

hitps: //aroups. google.com/d/msgid/disinfo/CAOQSgHeiMa7Dyv23CuELeRShrS e SV MK X CRY

UfQ%3DCntdcEVEwW%40mail.gmail.com.

Sender: Nicola Aitken {h\(&) afullfact.org>; disinfo@googlegroups.com
Recipient: disinfo@googlegroups.com
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From: [hi/&\ |@state.gov>
To: Baybars Orsek {fhyig)y_ Ppoynter.org>
ey ] ] [@state.gov>;
TG [@state.gov>;
cc; (D)6 |@state.gov>;
* b6 [@state.gov>;
(h\(R) [@state.gov>;
(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Poynter Grant Amendment - For Baybars response
Date: Fri, 5 Feb 2021 04:34:49 +0000

Hi Baybars,

Yes, the DS1909 needs to be signed by the proper person at Poynter who has authority to sign
for grants. Once they sign, please send back to me.

We are excited about reviewing the online course materials. We originally scheduled January
for the first review. Are you still okay with the current period of performance (ending July 31}
to accomplish all activities/outputs?

Regards,

From: Baybars Orsek {h\ G\ [@poynter.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 11:19 PM

To:|(b)6) [@state.gov>

Cc: i b{B) |@state.gov>;[ih\(&)

[b)(6) '@state.gow; [ &y |@state.gov>; |(b)(6) |
MY(AY | @state.gov>; i)Y [@state.gov>; [(h\(R) |

fH Y RY @state.gov>

Subject: Re: Poynter Grant Amendment - For Baybars response

Hi

Thanks! I confirm the receipt of the DS1909.

Do you want this to be signed by us? I can send it to you after asking our VP of Finance and
Bnsiness signs it.

On the other hand, we are ready to deliver the training.

How should we proceed to schedule them?

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best-

Baybars

On Sun, Jan 31, 2021 at 9:21 PM [(b)(6)

1b)(6) [@state.gov> wrote:

Hi Baybars,

Can you please confirm receipt of the DS19097?
Thank you,

(b)(6

122



123



F1-2023-00013 A-00000599096 "UNCLASSIFIED" 5/26/2023 124

Locking forward to receiving the paperwork.
Thanks

Baybars

On Mon, Jan 11, 2021 at 8:17 PM|(b)(6) |@state.gov>
wrote:
Hi Baybars,

Just another ping to see if everything is going well on your side. Everything on track to produce
online course content?

Best,

From:lib){6) |@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, fanuary 5, 2021 8:30 AM
To: Baybars Orsek {nyvay _ |[@poynter.org=

Ce:{(b)(6) Pstate.gov>; |(b)(6)
[(hy(6) [@state.gov>; [(h)6) [@state.gov>; [(h)6) I
(g |@state.gov>; [(hif&) [@state.gov>: [(hyA) |

ey Pstate.gov>

Subject: Re: Poynter Grant Amendment - Far Baybars response

Hi Baybars,

Hope you had a nice New Year holiday. Just wanted to drop a note to let you know we |look
forward to receiving the course outline this month. Let me know if you need to discuss
anything. In the meantiime, | will work on some of the required documents to reformat the
grant.

Warm regards,

From:|(b)(6) |(Bangkok)
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 11:48 AM

To: Baybars Orsek [(b)(6) Ppoynter.org>
Ce:[(b)(6) H(b)(6) I@state.gov>;kb)(6)

<|(b)(6) @state.gowj(b)(@ |(Bangkok} [(b)(6) l@state.gov>;(b)(6) |
%x ()36 [B)X6)  Jestate.sov[b)6) |
(b)(6)

state.gov>
Subject: RE: Poynter Grant Amendment - For Baybars response
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Best-

Baybars

On Tue, Feb 25, 2020 at 4:37 AM{b\{6) |(Bangkok)
[(D){(6) [@state.gov> wrote:

Great! [ can do 9am on Monday March 2, but unfortunately no other day this week.

From: Baybars Orsek {b)6) [@poynter.org>
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 10:26 PM

To: {(D)(6) |@state. gov>
Ce: [(b)(B) (@state.gov>;[[b)(6)
e [(t)state.gov>

Subject: Re: Important issue to discuss

Dear[b)6) |

Hope this email finds you well.

It's preat to hear from you,[(b)(6) | I really missed that beautiful place! Hope you had a great
break!

My suggestion for the rest of the project based on your feedbacks are;

s To organize a Skype call Yo/Sure and Share, and SONP as per Tom's suggestion and discuss their
progress and provide feedback before their application.

¢ Schedule a call this or next week to;
o Set the date and the content for the videa canference from Flarida
o Fix the scope and the date for Thai's delegation visit to 5t. Petersburg, FL
o Decide who to bring to Global Fact in Oslo from Thailand {possibility from other Mekong

countries as well)
Once we kick the ball rolling, this will be a lot easier to move.

Looking forward to hearing from you for your ideal day to have a 9am Bangkok time call.

Best-

Baybars

On Mon, Feb 24, 2020 at 2:59 AM hi&) |(Bangkok)
(b)(6) l@state.cov> wrote:

Baybars! I’m just back from the Gulf of Thailand... you know, honeymoonland. Hope all i1s
well.

How shall we proceed? I think it’s time we get something down in writing — dates for a video
conference from Florida, dates for a visit by a few to Florida, and then a total number of Thais to
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Oslo. Let’s look at the budget and the planning, get something approved, and determine when
you might be able to get back out here as well!

I depart Thailand mid June, so would love to be sure we have everything rolling before I go!

All best,
(bY(6)

—SENSHRVEBUTFUONCEASSHIFHED-

—SEREIE BT UNCEASSIHIED:

From:|inig) kistate. gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 3:38 PM
To: Baybars Orsek {imyviay J@poynter.org™

Ce: [b)6) K@state.gov>; RVAY

[hya |@state. gov>
Subject: RE: Important issue to discuss

Hi Baybars,
Hope all is well. The virus is still making news here but seermns to be contained, for now.

Would you be willing to do the Skype connection with Yo/Sure and Share, and SONP to discuss
their efforts toward certification? We know they would love to have the opportunity to talk with
you on Skype. Any further thought to|(D){(6) |second question below as well?

Best,

—SENSITIVEBUTUNCEASSIFIED-
From: {b)(6) [@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 2:47 PM
To: Baybars Orsek [b)(6) |@poynter.org>
Ce: [(p)6) [@state.gov>;[(b)(6)
[(b){B) leostate.pov>
Subject: RE: Important issue to discuss

Thank you Baybars. I can understand that many don’t want to travel to the region considering
the intemational declarations.

We are facing a battle here of information and misinformation. We’ll very much like to see what
you are doing in that space.
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Director | International Fact-Checking Network
{@baybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(@whaybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
baybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
{ctbaybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(whaybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
@@baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

"UNCLASSIFIED"

5/26/2023
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{(tbaybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | Intermational Fact-Checking Network
@baybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
{@baybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(a:baybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
@whaybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
@baybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Baybars Orsek
Director | Intemmational Fact-Checking Network

{baybarsorsek / @ factchecknet

"UNCLASSIFIED" 5/26/2023

Sender: [(h\A) [Dstate.gov>
Baybars Orsek V&Y j@poynter.org>;
N Y . i@state.gov>;
Recipient: [ vas l@state.gov>:
(b)}6) [@state.gov>;
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IhYRY state.gov>;
(HY6) M@state.gov>;
(hW&Y __ Idstate.gov>
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From: Kristine Coratti Kelly <washpostlive@washpost.com>

To: {hiA/) mstate.gov>

Re: WashPost Invite: In-person health equity event Tuesday, 5/17 [Response
Requested]

Date: Fri, 13 May 2022 16:10:43 +0000

Subject:
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Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

(bavybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

(wbaybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{@baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

5/25/2023
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Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

(wbavybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{cebaybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(@baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Sender: Baybars Orsek 4h\ia) |@poynter.org>

"UNCLASSIFIED"

Thibault, Erica (Tunis) fryviay — lostate.gov>;

Recipient:
Alan Davis {rry/ [@iwpr.net>;

{D)}(6) @state.gov>;
Vonda Wolcott {rh\/R/y [@iwpr.net>;

5/25/2023
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rvey |@state.gov>;
Ferdi Ozsoy {hvAl@poynter.org>;

Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) fhy/ay  |@state.gov>;
[rhyAY [@state.gov>
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From: Julian Barnes|(b)(6) |@nytimes.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 10:39 AM

To: l(b){6) |@state.gov>
Cc: GEC Press <GECPress(@state.gov>
Subject: Re:

Will you be able to get back to me today?

Julian E. Barnes
Intelligence, National Security reporter

The New York Times

+1 Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal

On Thu, Feb 4, 2021 at 9:44 AM((b)(6) (@state.gov> wrote:
Hi Julian,

Can you give us a little more time? We should be able to get back with you shortly.
Very best,

(b)(®)

Public Affairs Officer

Global Engagement Center

U.S. Department of State

Accenture Federal Services Contractor
Cell: |(b)(6) |

X

From: lulian Barnes «Emrm |@nytimes.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 5:22 PM

To: {(b)(6) (@state.gov>
Subject:

Looks like the story I was helping my colleague could go as early as tomorrow aftemoon. Not
sure if there is anything you will be able to share Thursday morning. Give a ring when you can
l(b)(6) |

Julian E. Barnes

Intelligence, National Security reporter

The New York Times

+(bY6) Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal

Sender: |(b)(6) |@state.gov>
Recipient: Julian Barnes| b)(6) @nytimes.com >
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Thank you so much! We will be providing another update to [[hy/_|next week.
I've just reminded our VP of Finance and Business again for her signature.

Poynter is having its National Advisory Board meeting this week so she must have been swamped but
will take care of that before the end of the week for sure.

Thanks a lot for your understanding.
Best-

Baybars

On Tue, Feb 9, 2021 at 8:52 PM|(b}{6) |@state.gov>
wrote:

Hi Baybars,

So glad to see you and|(b)(6 |discussing the way forward. Just a quick reminder that we hope to
receive the DS 1909 soon. Hope all is well in your neck of the woods.

Best,
(b)(6)

From: Baybars Orsek {h\/RY_[@poynter.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 11:1%8 PM

To: bRy |@state.gov>

(H TN k@ state.gov>frhvAY

(6)(6) |@state gov>i(b)(6) |@state.gov> A |
[rway  Iostate.govs; [fhvias Bstate.gov>; fhway |

[hvey  |@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Poynter Grant Amendment - For Baybars response

Hi |(b)( |

Thanks! | confirm the receipt of the D$1909,

Do you want this to be signed by us? | can send it to you after asking our VP of Finance and Business
signs it.

On the other hand, we are ready to deliver the training.
How should we proceed to schedule them?

Looking forward to hearing from you.
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Best-

Baybars

On Sun, fan 31, 2021 at 9:21 PM V6 [@state.gov>
wrote:

Hi Baybars,

Can you please confirm receipt of the DS19097?

Thank you,
(b)(6

From:|(h\/H) I
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 2:50 PM
To: Baybars Orsek {h\g)_[@poynter.org>

Ce: [hi6) |@state.gov>ihBY
ey |@state.gov>;[fhiAy |@state.gov>; [fhviay |
TN @state.gov>; [ha [@state.gov:; ey |

Frves [@state.gov>

Subject: RE: Poynter Grant Amendment - For Baybars response

As promised, here is the new DS1909 and the new Award Provisions, which contains a detailed
description of the grant’s balance of payments and budget. Please review the provisions and
have the DS1909 signed by one of the directors at Poynter (Wendy Wallace signed the last one).

Regards,
(b)(e

From: [(h\(G) A l(Bangkok)
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 1:37 PM
To: Baybars Orsek fhvay  [apoynter.org>

Ce: [(bY6) Fastate. gov>: @ |
[p)(6) [astate. gov>; [(h)(6) [cstate.gov>;|(b)(6) |
(b)(6) [@state.gov>; [B)(6) |@state.gov>; [(b)(6) |
(h)6) [)state.gov>

Subject: RE: Poynter Grant Amendment - For Baybars response
Hi Baybars,

The grant has already been extended. Do you need more time to deliver the training? Do you
still stand by the earlier commitment to give us a product this month?
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From: Baybars Orsekfb)6) apoynter.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 9:57 PM

To: {[£){(6) t@state.gov>
Ce: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>; [(b)(6)
[(b)(6) [cstate. gov>

Subject: Re: Important issue to discuss
No worries! It will be 9pm Sunday eve here and I should be able to take the call.

How should we connect? Can you send me dial-in instructions?

Best-

Baybars

On Tue, Feb 25, 2020 at 4:37 AM|(b){6) |(Bangkok)
K6y [@state. gov> wrote:

Great! I can do 9am on Monday March 2, but unfortunately no other day this week.

From: Baybars Orsek ihy&Y __l@poynter.org™>

Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 10:26 PM

To: [(b)(6) (@ state. gov>
Ce:[(b)(6) state.gov>; [(b)(6)
(0)(6) l@state.cov>

Subject: Re: Important issue to discuss

Dear [b)(6) |

Hope this email finds you well.

It's great to hear from you,(b)(6) | I really missed that beautiful place! Hope you had a great
break!

My suggestion for the rest of the project based on your feedbacks are;

* To organize a Skype call Yo/Sure and Share, and SONP as per [(p)/6]suggestion and discuss their
progress and provide feedback before their application.

¢ Schedule a call this or next week to;
o Set the date and the content for the video conference from Florida
o Fix the scope and the date for Thai's delegation visit to 5t. Petersburg, FL
o Decide who to bring to Global Fact in Oslo from Thailand {possibility from other Mekong

countries as well)
Once we kick the ball rolling, this will be a lot easier to move.

Looking forward to hearing from you for your ideal day to have a 9am Bangkok time call.
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Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
@baybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Sender: [Db)(6) f@state.gov>
Baybars Orsek ¥hV&) |@poynter.org>:
(D)(6) |@state.gov>;
(h)6) [@state.gov>;
Recipient: [(b)(6) Bstate.gov>;
hY R [@state.gov>;
HYRY |@state.gov>;

(D)(6) |@state.gov>
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computer that you will use on April 13t This will allow us to identify and plan for any technical
issues.

In order for us to adhere to our event compliance and provide pertinent information to
attendees, we ask that all speakers provide the following information. As the event is fast
approaching, if each of you could provide these to me {and Angie Mallory copied} as soon as
possible, it would be greatly appreciated.

[. Short bio and a head shot. If you would like us to pull these from Linkedin or another
website, just let us know.

2. Emergency contact information {cell phone, office phone & email} for the day of the
event to allow instant contact in case of tech issues.

3. We have your names, titles, and institutions listed below — please send us back any
corrections.

a. MODERATOR: [(b)(6) [Director, Strategic Multilayer Assessment, Joint
Staff J3

b. RADM Steve Parode, USN (Ret}, Penn State University Applied Research Lab

¢. Maj Gen Alexus Grynkewich, USAF, Director of Operations {J3), USCENTCOM

d. Mr. Daniel Kimmage, Acting Coordinator, Global Engagement Center,
Department of State

e. Mr. Gordon Crovitz, Co-Founder & Co-CEQ, Newsguard

f. Ms. Ellen Nakashima, National Security Reporter, The Washington Post

Please find attached the updated agenda and note that it includes a change in format. We will
not be holding breakout sessions with attendees as it will interfere with effective presentations
by you our panelists. That means we wifl need you to participate for the full scheduled panel
time.

We will be recording the event but conducting it under Chatham House rules of non-attribution
and the recording will only be made available to registered attendees. Please keep an eye out
for a speaker release form that will be coming separately.

Thank you again for your support to the information operations community!

On behalf of ARLIS and the IPA,
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Joe

loseph M. Kelly
Professor of Practice
Interim Director of Computational Infrastructure

UMD Applied Research Lab for Intelligence and Security

|(b](6@arlis.umd.edu

Mobile: &)

Sender: Joseph Michael Kelly [hi(8) [@umd.edu>
Angie Mallory [vay l@arlis.umd.edu>;

l(hyi6)
[(hyRY J@arl.psu.edu {myray J@arl.psu.edu>;
[thay
[thviey  lostate.gov ihwey _ lostate.gov>;
Recipient: Vicky Weiss [iviay —— I@newsguardtech.com>;
Gordon Crovitz [fb )61 |@newsguardtech.com>;
e |@washpost.com {hi/AY |@washpost.com:>;

Barton Brown [iryvay _ J@dlexsg.com:>;
(D)(6)
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Hi! Thank you for reaching out!

Would next Friday work? I'm free anytime after 11am except 3-4pm EST.

Before we meet, can you tell me where your projects are at and what M&E work you've done
so far? Also, are you just looking for a walk through of the M&E Workbook/Performance
Monitoring Plan? Is there anything else you'd fike to accomplish during our calf?
Thanks!
()6 |

M&E Specialist

Global Engagement Center

L.5. Department of State

Contractor - Alutiig Information Management, LLC

[Fmyeay [@state.gov

X
From: Ferdi Ozsoy {{h\{al®@poynter.org>
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 10:51 AM
To: Vonda Wolcott [rygy | @iwpr.net>
Cc: Baybars Orsek {b)6) [@poynter.org>; Alanna Dvorak[[b)(6)  [@poynter.org>;[(D)6)
T lostate.gov>; Maria Adelma Montejo {nhva@iwpr.net>

Subject: Re: M&E for Balkans and Pacific Islands

Hi All,

Vonda, thank you for the introductions.

When would be the best time and date for us to set up a call to go over the documents?
The oniy day that would not work for us is Monday, we will be filming that day for the projects.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best,

Ferdi

On Thu, Feb 4, 2021 at 4:47 PM Vonda Wolcott {py/g) @iwpr.net> wrote:

Hi everyone.

Per our discussion, I wanted to put Poynter folks in touch with the M&E expert from
GEC. Shelby has kindly offered to walk you through the GEC's new M&E workbook.

This Workbook uses the M&E from your GEC-approved proposals, which I've attached for
gveryone's convenience.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks!

Vonda Wolcott

Sr. Program Manager

Institute for War and Peace Reporting {IWPR)
1156 15th Street, NW

Suite 329

Washington, DC 20005

Tel: +1 202 393 5641
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This electreonic mail message and any attached files are intended solely for
the named recipients and may contain confidential and proprietary business
information of the Institute for War & Peace Reporting (IWPR) and its
affiliates. If you are not the named addressee, you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail.

Institute for War & Peace Reporting. 48 Gray's Inn Road, Lonrdon WC1X BLY, UK,
Registered with charitable status in the United Kingdom ({(charity reg. no:
1027201, company reg. no: 2744185); the United States under IRS Sectien

501 ¢(c) (3}; and The Netherlands as a charitable foundaticn.

Sender: Vonda Wolcott [fhyay [@iwpr.net>

Ferdi Ozsoy [th\(R [@poynter.org>;

[ f@state.gov>;
Recipient: Baybars Orsek [fiex/ay f@poynter.org>;

Alanna Dvorak [hy(g) |@poynter.org>;

Maria Adelma Montejo iRy @iwpr.net>
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Kind Regards,

(b)(6)

From: Baybars Orsek {hy/\_|@poynter.org>
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 10:45 PM

To:
Ce:

"UNCLASSIFIED"

Mg

|@state.cov>

(D)6

5/25/2023

lstate. gov>: R

(Bangkok) [h\(6) [ state gov>

Subject: Re: Important issue to discuss

Hi |(b)(6)

Just wanted to follow up on this to see if we would be able to do this before the end of this year

or move to 2021.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best-

Baybars

On Fri, Sep 25, 2020 at 4:04 AM [h\(A)

| (Bangkok)

4b)}(6) [@state.gov> wrote:

Thanks Baybars,

210
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COVID has certainly been a challenge for grants. Glad to hear your team is engaging on
elections! Important topic for fact checking!

Our team will look at the Doc and get back to you soon.

Hope all is well!

From: Baybars Orsek {h\a)_[@poynter.org>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2020 9:59 PM
To:[[p)M& |@state. gov>

Ce: [(D)(6) [astate. gov>;(b)(6)

(Bangkok) [b\(&) Viistate.gov>

Subject: Re: Important issue to discuss

Hif(b)(6

Sorry about the delay. We had been buried down with an election focused project, our new
chatbot on WhatsApp around the US elections.

Sharing this document to get your feedback and discuss it over the document if needed.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/ 1 IBhFi4s0XnHOVICcqbUZ0ngF IPmvwGdlY Akyivpauzk/e

dit

[ just had to adjust the dates in this timeline.
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Baybars! I’m just back from the Guif of Thailand... you know, honeymoonland. Hope all is
well.

How shall we proceed? I think it’s time we get something down in writing — dates for a video
conference from Florida, dates for a visit by a few to Florida, and then a total number of Thais to
Oslo. Let’s look at the budget and the planning, get something approved, and determine when
you might be able to get back out here as well!

I depart Thailand mid June, so would love to be sure we have everything rolling before I go!

All best,
(b)(6)
—SENSHIVEBUTUONEEASSIFED
SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSIFIED
From:|ib)6) [@state. gov>

Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 3:38 PM

To: Baybars Orsek [(b){(6)__|@poynter.org>

Ce: [(B)(6) l@state. gov>; [(b)(6)
(b)6) [@state. gov>

Subject: RE: Important issue to discuss

Hi Baybars,

Hope all is well. The virus is still making news here but seems to be contained, for now.
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Thanks

Baybars

On Wed, Jan 29, 2020 at 4:17 AM |(b)}{(&) [ Bangkok)
I(b)}(6) l@state.gov> wrote:

Thanks for all of this, Baybars. Our inclination is to have your deputy/trainer come in February
and I hope they’re still available. Our Thai partners are eager. We're just negotiating with
Washington about how to spend the rest of the money, i.e. if there will be US and/or Oslo travel.
We will get back to you ASAP to confirm February and also what else lies in store. Sound ok?

From: Baybars Orsek - b)6) |[@poynter.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2020 1:11 PM

To: [(h)(6) (@ state.cov>
Ce: |[(b)(6) l@state.zov>; [(D)(6)
(b){(6) [@state. gov>

Subject: Re: Important issue to discuss

Hi|(b)(6

Thank you so much! I really appreciate it! Fingers crossed! Once again, thank you so much for
your understanding.

Eoghan Sweeney, German trainer who is one of the leading experts on Open Source Intelligence
Tools for fact-checking & verification. More about him and his works are available here

> https://www.osintessentials.com/ He can do great work by providing the training in those two
days.
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Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

(baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{@baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek
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Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

(whbavbarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

((baybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{@baybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

5/25/2023
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Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{@wbaybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(wbaybarsorsek / @factchecknet

Sender: Baybars Orsek [nviaY  l@poynter.org>

l(b)6) [@state.gov>;
hY(R) [state.gov>;
Recipient: [(b)(8) fstate.gov>
{h\AY [Bstate.gov>;

(h\HY [@state.gov>
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To: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Subject: RE: GEC - Who to contact?

Hi, [(b)(6)

| wanted to thank you again very much for scheduling the interview yesterday
with [(b)}(6)| | would love if we could schedule a check-in once the new director
comes in as well.

| wanted to touch base on the pamphlet mentioned was circling around
during the World Health Assembly that highlighted humanitarian assistance from
Russia. Would you be able to send that over, by chance?

Also, | know that|(b)(6))mentioned some of the propaganda around food
shortages, and | wondered if the GEC might be willing to share an example of
what they have seen?

| will send a few quotes for approval later this week.

Thank you very much,

Amanda Seitz
Newsperson

The Associated Press
bRy [@ap.or

(b)(E)

From: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 4:34 PM
To: Seitz, Amanda [{DY6) [@ap.org>

Subject: Re: GEC - Who to contact?

[EXTERNAL]
Great - thanks Amanda!l We look forward to tomorrow.

If you have any issues dialing in, please feel free to call me on my cell|{{(b){6) to
troubleshoot anything.

Best,
(DY6)
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From: Seitz, Amanda b} 8)|@ap.org>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 4:05 PM

To: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Subject: RE: GEC - Who to contact?

Hi, [(b){(6)

Thank you again, yes, | can share some of the broader points I'd like to touch base on:

_Countries and narratives that the GEC is seeing Russian
propaganda thrive?

_Which countries are a priority for the GEC to counter that
narrative?

_What are the most effective ways the GEC has countered that
narrative?

_Has GEC engaged at all with US-owned tech companies to talk
about some of the mis-and dis-information around the war?
_Which countries’ leaders has the GEC engaged in
conversations with around the prevalence of Russian
propaganda?

__Which Russian propaganda narratives are the most effective?
_Can you speak to how different the perception of outlets like
RT and Sputnik is in some of these other countries?

| hope this is helpful for you to have a general sense, and | look
forward to chatting tomorrow.

From: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 11:20 AM

To: Seitz, Amanda {hyig)|@ap.org>
Subject: Re: GEC - Who to contact?

[EXTERNAL)
Of course -- below my text you will find the dial-in details {you can disregard the Teams link; i'll
join via there to open up the line}.
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That sounds great, thank you

From: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 9:22 PM
To: Seitz, Amanda {/hvisy|@ap.org>
Subject: Re: GEC - Who to contact?

[EXTERNAL]
12:30 should work! I'li likely join|(b}6) | our GEC Russia Director, on this call. We can
aim for 30-45 minutes if that works on your end?

| think a phone call would likely be best as John and | are in different locations at the moment.
Would you be able to provide dial-in details or would you like us to?

Many thanks and looking forward to next Tuesday,

From: Seitz, Amanda [[h\//\ [@ap.org>
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 9:03 PM
To: GEC Press <GECPress@siate.gov>
Subject: Re: GEC - Who to contact?

Hi,[(bY(6)
That scunds great. Would 12:30 work? | am happy to chat by phone or in person, just let me know.

Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

OnJun 23, 2022, at 8:00 PM, GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov> wrote:

[EXTERMNAL)
Hi Amanda -

Following up with the following:

Could we aim to have you speak with our GEC Russia Director any time on Tuesday June
28N between 12-3PM?

Additionally, we wouid like to have the conversation on background and we can work with you
on reviewing/approving a couple of OTR guotes.
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Fress immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Fress immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The infarmation contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.
The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.
The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

Sender: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>

Seitz, Amanda ap.org>;

Recipient: [(h\(6\ [@state.gov>;
GEC-Press <GEC-Press@state.gov>

243



244



245



246



T1.-2023-00013 A-00000598632 "UNCLASSIFIED" 5/25/2023

Hi Priscilla,

| can supply the following information below. This is all the information | have at this time:

On Background, attributable to a State Department Spokesperson:

We have long leveraged targeted messages in the region on migration, but we have
ramped up the scope of messaging since January 20 when this Administration took
office.

We are using digital, video, and radio messages in Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Honduras to provide potential migrants with factual information about the ongoing
closure of the border to counteract the lies and disinformation spread by coyotes and
traffickers.

Our messages also focus on generating hope for those considering migrating that they
can build a better life in their home countries as in the U.S., as partner governments,
NGOs, international organizations and the private sector are working to improve
governance, economic prosperity, and security in the region.

We utilize multiple social media platforms to communicate these messages, taking into
account the multiple streams of information used to find factual information about
migration. All digital ads are compatible with mobile devices, as data shows mobile is
the dominant source of media consumption in the region

We use the same means to share with audiences in those four countries the U.S.
commitment and actions to generate economic opportunities, improve economic well-
being, and combat corruption.

Radio ad scripts are derived from real-life testimonials.

Since January 2021, we have run an estimated 28K radio ads in Brazif, El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras in Spanish, Portuguese, and six indigenous languages. The
current Central America radio campaign inciudes nationwide coverage in all regions,
including both urban hubs and targeted rural areas where migrants are more likely to
come from.

These ads played on 133 radio stations, reaching at least 7 million Central American
radio listeners and potentially as many as 22.8 million listeners each month. From
October 2019 to December 2020, we ran an estimated 7,500 radic ads per month on 30
radio stations in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Radio impressions data is
pulled from listenership estimates, meaning the potential reach numbers indicated are
likely significantly lower than the actual number of listeners reached.

The Department takes a data-informed approach to deploying digital and traditional
modes of advertising. We use message testing and audience research to make content
more engaging and persuasive to target audiences, including potential irregular
migrants. This data-driven approach allows the Department to communicate in complex
information environments overseas to reach target audiences with credible, resonant
messages, on platforms they use, and at times these audiences are most engaged.

Regards,
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Can we use the Spanish ad? Given your note off the record below, wanted to confirm.

Thanks,

Priscilla

From: [(b){6) |@state.gov>

Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 at 5:59 PM

To: "Alvarez, Priscilla" {D){6) l@cnn.com>

Cc: WHA-Press <WHAPress@5tate.Gov>, PA Press Duty <PAPressDuty@state.gov>,
(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Hello Priscilla,

Off the record: My name is fh\{ /) |and I'm a press officer at the Bureau of Western
Hemisphere Affairs at the U.S. Department of State. | wanted to follow up on an inquiry you
submitted to my colleague [{b)(6) | See your initial email below for reference.

Off the record: To clarify, we use Facebook and Instagram's advertising platform as a service.

Attached are samples of radio ads we have run in Guatemala in Spanish and two indigenous

languages {Kakchiquel and Tzutujil). Facebook/instagram promoted content are posted publicly

on each respective Embassy's Facebook page.

Regards,

[b)}6) |
Press Officer
Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs (WHA/PD}

Your Initial Email:

From: Alvarez, Priscilla {b)(6) |@cnn.com>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:36 PM
To: [[D)6) listate gov>

Subject: CNN query on LatAm digital/ radio ads

Hello,
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I'm an immigration reporter at CNN. ['m reaching out regarding the digital and radio ads
released in Latin America to discourage migration to the US southem border.

White House press secretary Jen Psaki said the US, via the State Department, had placed
approximately 17,118 radio ads in Brazil, El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras since January
21 in Spanish, Portuguese and six indigenous languages. She also said the State Department
worked with Facebook and Instagram on an advertising campaign.

Can you share examples of those ads?

I can also be reached at|(b)(6)

Thank you,

Priscilla

Sender: "Alvarez, Priscilla” |{b){6) f@cnn.com>

Kb)6) [@state.gov>;
Recipient: WHA-Press <WHAPress@5State.Gov>;

[y ay lastate.gov>
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From: |(b)(6) l@state.gov:\»
To: Jim Rutenberg nytimes.com>
Subject: Re: Book bfurb
Date: Wed, 10 Nov 2021 19:52:00 +0000

Thanks, Jim. They approved the request for me to speak with you under the ground rules we
discussed -- you can use the info | provide, but with no attribution to me, the Global
Engagement Center, or State Department. Glad to do other conversations in the future, as your
research progresses. It's a very interesting area.

Based on the 1975 mention of ethnic weapons you found, sourced to Richard Hammerschlag, |
found a similar 1974 media mention of him and the theoretical "ethnic weapon" (attached). In
this UP! article, Hammerschlag says he heard about the concept at a 1973 conference in Tokyo
and then found the 1970 Military Review article by Larson, which, as best | can tell, was the
original impetus for spreading the idea more broadly, which later resulted in a SOV
disinformation campaign, as described in the chapter | wrote on this subject in the 1988 USIA
report. | suspect that when Shively heard about the "ethnic weapon" idea in NYC in the early
1980s, it most likely was from SQV disinformation in a US Communist Party publication read by
him or an American who repeated this false claim to him or perhaps it was repeated in other
far-left US pubs, which he or friends read. | think this is much more likely venue for the idea to
reach him than the way Hammerschlag learned about it -- at an international scientific
conference.

This is very interesting detective work. The more you immerse yourself in this topic, the more
evidence | find of: 1) the original idea for many disinfo claims originating spontaneously in US or
other Western [on non-Western] circles, which the SOVs monitor, subsequently picking up,
adapting, and spreading allegations they find congenial through their info networks {TASS,
Novosti, Radio Moscow, and covert KGB pubs like the Patriot} and 2) the subsequent spread of
S0V disinfo allegations back into the far-left US population and other segments of opinion here
and abroad, which can have a multiplier effect, as in the case where Shively thinks AIDS might
be an offshoot of alleged ( but actually non-existent} USG research into ethnic weapons. Primal
fears play a key role throughout, both in those who spontaneously come up with new
conspiracy theories and in those who believe them or their later, more polished versions spread
by SOV disinfo.

| worked for 10 years {1987-1996) on groundless rumors that Americans were adopting or
kidnapping babies or children in Latin America and then killing them and using their organs to
save the lives of their natural born children. This rumor originated as urban legend in Dec 1986,
in this case in Central America, which started to spread virally as soon as it hit the press. The
Cuban press soon picked up on and an Havana-based French correspondent for the French
communist newpaper L'Humanite reported on it, which was noticed by the Soviets, who started
to run stories about it in their domestic media and in TASS and Novosti, helping spread it
around the world. The story was spreading virally anyway, but they gave it a boost through
their info channels. Likely as a result, a communist in Spain wrote an entire book about this.
See the attached doc | wrote on this, which was updated though May 1996 when | was shifted
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You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Combating Fake
News: The Science of Misinformation” group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
fakenewsscitunsubscribe(@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/takenewssci/CAK-
uGwOdWhVMibtxdvxRNAgzZ-501ViVKkU-wM2577zBSJte CK6Q%40mail.gmail.com.

Sender: David Mikkelson <snopes@snopes.com>; fakenewssci@googlegroups.com
Recipient: fakenewssci@googlegroups.com
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affiliates, If you are not the named addressee,

you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail.

Inztitute for War & Peace Reporting.

Registered with charitable status in the United Kingdom ({(charity reg. no:
1027201, company reg, no: 2744185 ;

the UUnited States under IRS Section
501 (cy (3}:

and The Netherlands as a charitable foundaticn.

Sender: [[h//) @iwpr.net>; Google Calendar <calendar-notification@google.com>
iR Pstate.gov>;

.o hiA Ppoynter.org>;
Recipient: poynter.org>;
(DY) B) dstate.gov>

48 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8LT, UK,
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From: (b6 @iwpr.net
Sent: Fri, 4 Dec 2020 14:44:04 +0000
To:
b\(6 [@iwpr.net{(h)( @poynter.org{{h)(6) [@poynter.orgfimiay ___ |@state.govlinvaf@iwpr.netf(hy
[ 1@state.gov
Subject: Poynter Balkans kick off call

Conference call fink:
https:/mmeet.jit.si/WorthRocksInfluenceNearby

PW [ |

Agenda:

Intro (IWPR)

Overview and timcline of project (Poynter)
Questions/comments (GEC et al)

Picase do not edit this section of the description.

Vicw your cvent at

hitps:/calendar.google.com/calendar/event 7action=VIEW &eid=NnFkYmodMGZka]NmNWInNThyZzRkMWT4Y
2kgenlhbmtAcIRhdGUUZ292 & tok=MTQdm%uZGFAaXdwciSuZ XQ2ZNWI20GIHODQ2Y{p2 ZGUzNzIwNTEOMT
IZENGY2MGIINWRIODRhIM T Tewédctz=America%2FNew York&hl=en&es=1.
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LS. Department of State
2201 C Street, NNW.
Washington, D.C. 20520
desk)
0)6) |

(b)(e) ERIGIRLY

jer STATE, BEOV. EOY

Sender: [h\./A) [@state.gov>
Davey Alba @n times.com>;
ERONEN Pasi (EEAS) Deeas.europa.eus>;

Eliot Higgins Eb){e) t@bellingcat.com:» ;
b)(6) |@state.gov>;

Rodjom, Sarah M [ihvay state.gov>;
[by6) lostate.gov>

Recipient:




F1-2023-00013 A-00000598710 "UNCLASSIFIED" 5/25/2023

OPCW (CSP-26 Side Event

“Countering State-Sponsored Disinformation”

November 30, 2021 at 1PM (EST)/ 7PM (The Hague)
90 minutes - Closed Teams Meeting - No Press but recorded

1. The Global Scope of State-Sponsored Disinformation:

Davey Alba will provide an overview of the scope of state-
sponsored disinformation and how countries leverage
technology to spread and amplify their twisted message.
Suggested questions:

¢ What countries are targeted by state-sponsored
disinformation? Is the phenomenon limited to more
developed nations or is it more global in scope? How aware
are most countries that they are targets of state-sponsored
disinformation?

e In what way does state-sponsored disinformation differ
from other types of disinformation? Are the levers used by
states vs. non-state disinformation actors different?
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2. Countering and mitigating the effects of disinformation:

Drawing from his experience at EUvsDisinfo, Pasi Eronen will
discuss what states can do to detect as well as counter state-
sponsored disinformation campaigns. Suggested questions:

e What are the tell-tale signs a country is being targeted by a
disinformation campaign? What should people be looking
for when trying to determine whether a disinformation
campaign is taking place?

e How can countries mitigate the effect of state-sponsored
disinformation campaigns? What can countries and
international organizations do to promote truthful messages
amid a sea of falsechood? What are some good, real-life
models of countries that have dealt with state-sponsored
disinformation successfully?
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3. State-Sponsored CW Disinformation:

Eliot Higgins will delve into the specificity of state-sponsored
disinformation in the chemical weapons space based on his
experience at Bellingcat working on the Syrian, Skripal, and
Navalny CW file. Suggested questions:

e What is specific about state-sponsored disinformation in
the CW space? In what way does it differ from other areas
where disinformation abounds? What patterns, if any, can
be discerned in CW related disinformation?

e What can States Parties to the CWC individually and the
OPCW institutionally do to identify and promote accurate
CW related information?
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SPEAKERS BIOS

Davey Alba — New York Times

Alba is a technology reporter for The New York Times and
covers online disinformation and its global harm. She was
previously a senior reporter at BuzzFeed News and wrote about
artificial intelligence and tech effects on people and
communities. In 2019, she won a Livingston Award for
excellence in international reporting.

Pasi Eronen — EUvsDisinfo

Eronen is an international security expert at EUvsDisinfo, the
flagship project of the European External Action Service’s East
StratCom Task Force established in 2015 to better forecast,
address, and respond to disinformation campaigns affecting the
European Union, its Member States, and countries in the shared
neighborhood.

Eliot Higgins — Bellingcat

Higgins is a citizen journalist and founder of Bellingcat the
storied open-source investigation website. He has investigated
the Syrian Civil War, 2014—15 Russian military intervention in
Ukraine, the downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, and the
poisoning of Sergei and Yulia Skripal. He has already expressed
interest in participating.
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Panelists:

- Thema Bryant, president-elect, American Psychological
Association

- David Morris, publisher/literary agent/author, Lake
Drive Books

- Rabbi Seth Winberg, senior chaplain, Brandeis
University

When

Date: June 8, 2022
Time: 2 p.m. Eastern (1800 GMT)

REGISTER HERE >

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the webinar.

Please feel free to share this invitation with anyone from your staff who
might be interested in these topics.

Thank you in advance for your participation.

Nancy Nussbaum
E Global Director of Engagement

Need any help? Talk to us.
We’re open 24/7

Editorial Support (editorial questions and requests, on-the-day and
planning)

Customer Support (technical queries, access and account issues,
account creation)
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The Associated Press is an independent global news organization
dedicated to factual reporting. Founded in 1846, AP today remains the
most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all formats and
the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news
business. More than half the world’s population sees AP journalism
every day.

i e BIE AL vishts veserved.
oo Liberty s

Contact us Lipehale

X

Sender: Nancy Nussbaum{b){6) @ap.org>
Recipient: [b)(6) dstate.gov>
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From:
To:

cC:

Subject:
Date:

Tijana Cvjeticanin [(b){6) Ristinomjer.ba>
Jency Jacob |{b){6 |[@boomlive.in>

Baybars Orsek [frvay  l@poynter.org>;

Gulin {inva@teyit.org>;

Rajneil Kamath [(hyvay k@ncmn.in>;

Coreena Suares §hvRy____Jogmail.com>;
drvay _B15min.it>;

Inga Springe ey togmail.com>;
Thanos (Epachtitis) Sitistas {nvay_pellinikahoaxes.gr>;
[hyRY_[@newsmobile.in>;

Ana Brakus vy J@gmail.com>;

Rabiu Athassan {hv&) |@ghanafact.com>;
Angie Holan {mviay J@poynter.org>;

Bwhitaker {h\a) __ l@ap.org>;

Jeanfreddy [pavey  J@gmail.com>;

Maarten Schenk [hyRY__ |@leadstories.com>;
Ellen Tordesillas {rrvay  verafiles.org>;
Pmfernandez {hvvay  lachequeado.com>;
4hYAY l@zastone.ba>;

MStewart [rvyay  lousatoday.com>;

dhviRy |@gmail.com>;

[th\(B) |@state.gov>;
{7 Pmdfgeorgia.ge>;

Enock NYARIKIFhv&Y tdpesacheck.org>;

Ferdi Ozsoy [(hy/a Bpoynter.org>;

Alanna Dvorak [oiay _J@poynter.org>;
Harrison Mantas {fhy&) __Ppoynter.org>

Re: Working group to address harassment against fact-checkers
Tue, 6 Jut 2021 10:47:31 +0200

Yes, thank you Baybars!

On Tue, Jul 6, 2021 at 6:28 AM Jency Jacob -(b)(ﬁ (boomlive.in> wrote:

Dear Baybars,

Glad to be a part and contribute in whichever way [ can.

Cheers to all.
Regards

Jency

On Mon, Jul 5, 2021 at 4:42 PM Baybars Orsek *. b)}(6) [wpoynter.org> wrote:

Dear friends & colleagues,

Hope you had a restful weekend.
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