


On Thu, Feb 4, 2021 at 6:05 Ph s wrote:

Hi Julian,

My apologies again for this delay! Busy times at the State Department today. Please let me
know if there is still time to make it in the story.

The following comments are provided on background, attributable to a State Department
Spokesperson.

e Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic we've seen Russia’s disinformation
ecosystem develop false narratives around the virus and pandemic response, including
vaccines.

¢ On vaccines specifically, Russia has pushed two common disinformation
and propaganda narratives to the global community, primarily focused
on promoting their own vaccines, and seeking to sow distrust in U.S.- and Western-
origin vaccine development programs:

+ Towards the end of 2020 as vaccines received regulatory approval, the State
Department's Global Engagement Center (GEC) analyzed COVID-19 vaccine-focused
messaging from over 1,000 suspected Russian-aligned Twitter accounts.

« Consistent with past observations of Russian-aligned disinformation efforts on
Twitter, Spanish-language accounts showed the greatest engagement during this
period.

» These false narratives focus on disproportionately magnifying the risk of potential side
effects associated with western vaccines. Additionally, some accounts
promoted intentionally misleading narratives falsely alleging that mRNA vaccines are
untested and thus risky.

» Scientists and manufacturers all over the world are innovating and doing remarkable
things to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. The United States continues to focus on the
facts and follow the lead of scientists that are working on robust and transparent clinical
trials, regulatory processes, and high-quality manufacturing. Russia’s efforts to promote
disinformation through social media, undermines the collective giobal effort to end the
global pandemic.








