United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 28, 2023
Case No. FL-2023-00013

Reed Rubinstein

America First Legal Foundation
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, #231
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Mr. Rubinstein:

As we noted in our letter dated March 31, 2023, we are processing your
request for material under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C.
§ 552. The Department of State (“Department”) has identified an additional
49 responsive records subject to the FOIA. We have determined that all 49
records may be released in part.

An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for
withholding material. Where we have made redactions, the applicable FOIA
exemptions are marked on each record. Where applicable, the Department
has considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing these
records and applying FOIA exemptions. All non-exempt material that is
reasonably segregable from the exempt material has been released and is
enclosed.
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We will keep you informed as your case progresses. If you have any
guestions, your attorney may contact Kevin Bell, U.S. Department of Justice
Trial Attorney, at kevin.k.bell@usdoj.gov and (202) 305-8613. Please refer
to the case number, FL-2023-00013, and the civil action number, 22-cv-
03386, in all correspondence about this case.

Sincerely,

Diamonece Hickson
Chief, Litigation and Appeals Branch
Office of Information Programs and Services

Enclosures: As stated.
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The Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552)

FOIA Exemptions

Information specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:

1.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations

1.4(b) Foreign government information

1.4(c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology

1.4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources

1.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism

1.4(f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities

1.4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism

1.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency

Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC 2411(c)

CIA PERS/ORG Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
EXPORT CONTROL  Export Administration Act of 1979, 50 USC App. Sec. 2411(c)
FS ACT Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004

INA Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(f)
IRAN Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information

Interagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process,
attorney-client privilege, or attorney work product

Personal privacy information
Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual
Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions
Geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells

Other Grounds for Withholding

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement of the requester
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From: Reuters <account@reuters.com>
To: |(b)(6) |ostate.gov>
Subject: Your account is now confirmed
Date: Wed, 23 Nov 2022 13:17:30 +0000

"UNCLASSIFIED"

4/24/2023
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You’re all set!

Your account is now confirmed. Thank you for staying informed with

Reuters.

Terms, conditions, and privacy statement

© 2020 Thomson Reuters. All rights reserved.
3 Times Square, New York, NY 10036

Sender: Reuters <account@reuters.com>
Recipient: [b)(6) Jostate.gov>
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From: Reuters <account@reuters.com>

To: [hyA) |@state.gov>

Subject: Welcome to Reuters
Date: Thu, 26 May 2022 13:04:20 +0000

[>=]

Thank you for joining Reuters.com. We are committed to providing you with

information you can trust, through our deep local expertise and global

understanding.

As a registered user of Reuters.com, you can now enjoy unlimited access

to the latest news and insights wherever you prefer, from the recently
revamped Reuters.com, to our app for mobile devices, and our newsletter

briefings delivered directly to your inbox.

It's not all just about the written word either: check out our pictures,
graphics and videos, which bring the stories that matter to life; or come to
our market-leading events for career-enhancing knowledge, coupled with a

forum for making valuable professional connections.

Once again, thank you for choosing Reuters.com. We look forward to
bringing you trusted, unbiased intelligence to help you make smarter

decisions every day.

We would love to hear from you, feel free to email me with your comments
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at sitefeedback@thomsonreuters.com

Welcome!

Regards,
Alessandra Galloni

Editor-in-Chief

Terms, conditions, and privacy statement

© 2022 Thomson Reuters. All rights reserved.
3 Times Square, New York, NY 10036

Sender: Reuters <account@reuters.com>
Recipient: [h)/g) [@state.gov>

"UNCLASSIFIED"

4/24/2023
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From: Kristine Coratti Kelly <washpostlive@washpost.com>

To: [RYAY ostate.gov>

Subiect: WashPost Invite: In-person entrepreneurship event with Heather Boushey and
1€ Steve Case, 6/21 [Response Requested]

Date: Mon, 13 Jun 2022 15:02:27 +0000

Sender: Kristine Coratti Kelly <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [[h\R) [@state.gov>
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From: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>
To: |(b)(6) state.gov>

WashPost Invite: In-person Entrepreneurship event with Heather Boushey and
more Tuesday, 6/21 [Response Requested]

Date: Tue, 7 Jun 2022 15:00:54 +0000

Subject:
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Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [(5)(6) [@state.gov>
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From: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

To: |(b)(6) [state.gov>

Subiect: Tues. at 9:00 a.m. ET: Business founders of color and entrepreneurial equity with
JECE sBA Administrator Isabella Casillas Guzman and more

Date: Fri, 9 Sep 2022 20:08:59 +0000



TF1.-2023-00013

A-00000598510

"UNCLASSIFIED"

4/24/2023
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Sender:

FL-2023-00013 A-00000598510 "UNCLASSIFIED"

Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: |(b)(6) [@state.gov>

4/24/2023

12
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From: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

To: [(B)(6) |@state.gov>

Subiect: Today at 9:00 a.m. ET: Women business founders and SBA Administrator on
ject: growth of minority-owned businesses

Date: Tue, 13 Sep 2022 11:18:56 +0000

13
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A-00000598444

"UNCLASSIFIED"
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Sender:

FL-2023-00013 A-00000598444 "UNCLASSIFIED"

Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: |(b)(6) |@state.gov>

4/24/2023
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From:
To:

Subject:

Date:

Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

b))  |pstate.gov>

Today at 2:00 p.m. ET: The future of small business after COVID-19 with ETSY
CEQ Josh Silverman and more

Wed, 29 Sep 2021 16:00:29 +0000

17
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Sender:

FL-2023-00013 A-00000598516 "UNCLASSIFIED"

Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [(b)(6) |@state.gov>

4/24/2023
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Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com:>
Recipient: |(D)(6) state.gov>
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From: Washington Post Customer Care <help@washpost.com>
To: [hVA&) [@state.gov>

Ticket ID # 2512669: RE: WashPaost Invite: In-person climate change event with
Subject: Sen. Brian Schatz, Patagonia CEQ Ryan Gellert and more, 9/20 [Response
Requested]

Date: Fri, 16 Sep 2022 18:07:12 +0000

##- Please type your reply above this line -##

Thank you for contacting The Washington Post.

Your Inquiry with ticket #(2512669) has been received and will be reviewed by our staff.
In the meantime, you may find the following information helpful.

Forgot your password? Reset it through this link:

https://www.washingtonpost.com/subscribe/signin/forgot

To view your subscription detalls or manage your subscription, log in to
washingtonpost.com/profile.

To add additional comments regarding this issue, please reply to this email.

This email is a service from Washington Post Customer Care,

Sender: Washington Post Custorner Care <help@washpost.com>
Recipient: |(h){6&) Kstate.gov>

24
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I =— 1

The Associated Press is an independent global news organization
dedicated to factual reporting. Founded in 1846, AP today remains the
most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all formats and
the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news
business. More than half the world’s population sees AP journalism
every day.

1 The Associated Press. All rights reserved
Liberty St W York, WY

Contact us Update your preferences or unsubseribe

Sender: QOpal Barclay [[by/g) _ [Bap.org>
Recipient: |b)(6) hstate.gov>
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Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com:

Recipient: [(b)(6) dstate.gov>
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Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com:>
Recipient: |(b)(6) Dstate.gov>
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From: Ana Brakus |(D)(6) @gmail.com>
To: Baybars Orsek|(b)(6) _ poynter.org>
Gulin [(B)(6)@teyit.org>;

Rajneil Kamath {{hygy @ncmn.in>;
Coreena Suares|ihy(/) @gmail.com>;
(R RY P15Smin.lt>;

Inga Springe [frhyi &) gmail.com>;

Jency {/h)(g Pboomlive.in>;

Thanos (Epachtitis) Sitistas |(b)(8) [@ellinikahoaxes.gr>;
b)) Bnewsmobile.in>;

Rabiu Alhassan {/h\(&) dghanafact.com>;
Angie Holan [[hy(RY _Bpoynter.org>;
Bwhitaker h\(R) ap.org>;

Jeanfreddy [(h\(B) @gmail.com>;
CC: Maarten Schenk [[by/6)  [Bleadstories.com>;
Ellen Tordesillas Dverafiles.org>;

Pmfernandez [ihyia) dchequeado.com>;

(R (RY dzastone.ba>;
@usatoday.com >;
[hyvey @ gmail.com>;

(b)(6) Dstate.gov>;

(mv/al@mdfgeorgia.ge>;

Tijana Cvjeticanin [b)/6) Pistinomjer.ba>;
Enock NYARIKI [[b)i6) [pesacheck.org>;
Ferdi Ozsoy Dpoynter.org>;

Alanna Dvorak {hY(8) [@poynter.org>;
Harrison Mantas [fhyfaY __ J@poynter.org>

Subject: Re: Working group to address harassment against fact-checkers
Date: Mon, 5 Jul 2021 13:31:45 +0200

Hi everyone,
Thank you, Baybars.
Looking forward toit,

Ana

On Mon, Jul 5, 2021, 13:12 Baybars Orsek {(b)(6) |@poynter.org> wrote:

Dear friends & colleagues,
Hope you had a restful weekend.

[ would like to thank you so much for your interest in this working group to help fact-checkers
around the world to address harassment and threats for our work.

We have received a total of 23 submissions to join this working group. It's great to see such a
high volume of interest!
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[ would like to suggest the below model to launch this working group.
Broader group for monitoring and evaluation

This broader group convenes on a quarterly basis to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of
[FCN's actions to help fact-checkers around the world under stress and risks due to harassment
and threats. It also provides feedback to [IFCN on such activities and evaluates

[FCN's performance in those areas by working with IFCN on publishing quarterly "Harassment
against fact-checkers" reports for verified signatories and the public.

This group will be updated on a 2/3 basis in a calendar year.
Core group for consulting and planning (group of 11)

A smaller group acts as the core group for consulting and planning by convening on a monthly
basis to discuss reported harassment cases and advising [FCN with action items. This group is
provided with immediate updates on every harassment case reported by the fact-checking
community and asked for their guidance and input.

This group will be updated on a 2/3 basis in a calendar year.

To move forward, I'm suggesting inviting the following names to the core group considering the
diversity in geography and background.

Ana Brakus | Faktograf | Croatia

Angie Holan | Politifact | United States

Barbara Whitaker | Associated Press | United States
Ellen Tordesillas | Vera Files | Phillippines

Giilin Cavug | Teyit | Turkey

Jency Jacob | Boom | India

Maarten Schenk | Lead Stories | Belgium / United States
Pablo M. Fernandez | Chequeado | Argentina

Rabiu Alhassan | GhanaFact | Ghana

Thanos Sitistas | Elinika Hoaxes | Greece

Tijana Cvjeti¢anin | Raskrinkavanje | Bosnia-Herzegovina

Action items for next steps

I would like vou to let me know if you approve the suggested core group by
submitting this form no later than this Friday, 9th of July.

Once we have the core group formed, ['ll send further information on regular calls (quarterly for
the broader group and monthiy for the core group) as well as communication methods to foster
rapid and effective dialogue.

43
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Please kindly note that this proposed model is not to be set in stone and will require further
consultation and discussion to be a better asset for the fact-checking community. Your inputs and
feedback are highly needed and appreciated! There will be more opportunities to reflect on this
and improve the model on the go as we tackle future challenges and identify room for

improvement!

Thank you so much!

Best-

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{@baybarsorsek / (factchecknet

Sender:

Recipient:

Ana Brakus 4(h)(6) gmail.com>

Baybars Orsek |(b)(6) b)poynter.orgzv;
Gulin [(b)(8)@teyit.org>;

Rajneil Kamath [oyzy I@ncmn.in>;
Coreena Suares [(b)(6) @gmail.com>;

[hyay  1@15min.lt>;

Inga Springe Fhy/a) l@gmail.com>;

Jency {(©){(6) Bboomiive.in>;

Thanos (Epachtitis) Sitistas fhv&)_Kellinikahoaxes.gr>;
(b)6) |@newsmobile.in>;

Rabiu Alhassan {hy&) [aghanafact.com>;
Angie Holan [h\(&) |@poynter.org>;

Bwhitaker <|(b)(6) [Dap.org>;

Jeanfreddy gmail.com:>;

Maarten Scleadstories.com> ;

Ellen Tordesillas {hyv @y [overafiles.org>;

Pmfernandez {fn\ia) Rchequeado.com>;
{6 |@zastone.ba>;

MStewart [[hy(RY  [@usatoday.com>;

(b BY [@gimail.com>;

(DY(6) |@state.gov>;
(b)Y [@mdfgeorgia.ge>;

Tijana Cvjeticanin fhia Wistinomjer.ba>;

Enock NYARIKI [fhy(6) [@pesacheck.org>;
Ferdi Ozsoy {{h){§[@poynter.org>;
Alanna Dvorak {(hy(6) [@poynter.org>,;

Harrison Mantas [fhyi/y _ [@poynter.org>

412412023 44
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From: Jency Jacob |(b)(&)@boomlive.in>
To: Baybars Orsek {h)(R) _[@poynter.org>
Gulin {{nY(_]@teyit.org>;
Rajneil Kamath {iey/ay I@ncmn.in>;
Coreena Suares {hy/aY _J@gmail.com>;
{{hvaY J@15min.it>;
Inga Springe {hvay ____[@gmail.com>;

Thanos (Epachtitis) Sitistas {b)(6) |@ellinikahoaxes.gr>;
frvas J@newsmobile.in>;

Ana Brakus {rhy&y @gmail.com>;
Rabiu Alhassan |{b){6) @ghanafact.com>;
Angie Holan [fhy(RY [@poynter.org>;

Bwhitaker {hy/aY___[@ap.org>;
Jeanfreddy [[h)(&/) |@gmail.com>;

CC: Maarten Schenk [(p)(8) ?Ieadstories.comx
Ellen Tordesillas |[(h){R) verafiles.org>;

Pmfernandezffrviay ___ l@chequeado.com>;
fryay @zastone.ba>;

MStewart {{hy/ay___|@usatoday.com>;

(MR [@gmail.com>;

bY(6) Dstate.gov>;

(b f@mdfgeorgia.ge>;

Tijana Cvjeticanin [fhy/&) istinomjer.ba>;
Enock NYARIKI [rhy/RY |@pesacheck.org>;
Ferdi Ozsoy [fh\iAl@poynter.org>;

Alanna Dvorak [ryray _J@poynter.org>;

Harrison Mantas {inyiay  [@poynter.org>
Subject: Re: Working group to address harassment against fact-checkers

Date: Tue, 6 Jul 2021 09:58:15 +0530
Dear Baybars,
Glad to be a part and contribute in whichever way I can.
Cheers to all.
Regards

Jency

On Mon, Jul 5, 2021 at 4:42 PM Baybars Orsek {/p\(g) _[@poynter.org> wrote:
Dear friends & colleagues,

Hope you had a restful weekend.

I would like to thank you so much for your interest in this working group to help fact-checkers
around the world to address harassment and threats for our work.

45
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We have received a total of 23 submissions to join this working group. It's great to see such a
high volume of interest!

[ would like to suggest the below model to launch this working group.
Broader group for monitoring and evaluation

This broader group convenes on a quarterly basis to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of
IFCN's actions to help fact-checkers around the world under stress and risks due to harassment
and threats. It also provides feedback to IFCN on such activities and evaluates

[FCN's performance in those areas by working with IFCN on publishing quarterly "Harassment
against fact-checkers"” reports for verified signatories and the public.

This group will be updated on a 2/3 basis in a calendar year.
Core group for consulting and planning (group of 11)

A smaller group acts as the core group for consulting and planning by convening on a monthly
basis to discuss reported harassment cases and advising [FCN with action items. This group is
provided with immediate updates on every harassment case reported by the fact-checking
community and asked for their guidance and input.

This group will be updated on a 2/3 basis in a calendar year.

To move forward, I'm suggesting inviting the following names to the core group considering the
diversity in geography and background.

Ana Brakus | Faktograf | Croatia

Angie Holan | Politifact | United States

Barbara Whitaker | Associated Press | United States
Ellen Tordesillas | Vera Files | Phillippines

Giilin Cavug | Teyit | Turkey

Jency Jacob | Boom | India

Maarten Schenk | Lead Stories | Belgium / United States
Pablo M. Fernandez | Chequeado | Argentina

Rabiu Alhassan | GhanaFact | Ghana

Thanos Sitistas | Elinika Hoaxes | Greece

Tijana Cvjeti¢anin | Raskrinkavanje | Bosnia-Herzegovina

Action items for next steps

I would like vou to let me know if you approve the suggested core group by
submitting this form no later than this Friday, 9th of July.

46
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Once we have the core group formed, I'll send further information on regular calls {(quarterly for
the broader group and monthly for the core group) as well as communication methods to foster

rapid and effective dialogue.

Please kindly note that this proposed model is not to be set in stone and will require further
consultation and discussion to be a better asset for the fact-checking community. Your inputs and
feedback are highly needed and appreciated! There will be more opportunities to reflect on this
and improve the model on the go as we tackle future challenges and identify room for

improvement!

Thank you so much!

Best-

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network

{aebaybarsorsek / (@ factchecknet

Sender:

Recipient:

Jency Jacob [frvay@boomlive.in>

Baybars Orsek I l@poynter.org:»;

Gulin {b){6|@teyit.org>;

Rajneil Kamath {rmyvay [@ncmn.ins;

Coreena Suaresgmail.corn> ;
[rvay _B15min.lt>;

Inga Springe {{h\A) [@gmail.com>;

Thanos (Epachtitis) Sitistas [{by6) |@ ellinikahoaxes.gr>;
[(ryaY__Pnewsmobile.in>;

Ana Brakus {{hy/ay____f@gmail.com>;

Rabiu Alhassan [ihy&) |@ghanafact.com>;
Angie Holan [imyvey J@poynter.org>;

Bwhitaker b6y [@ap.org>;
Jeanfreddy |{b\(&) @gmail.com>;
Maarten Schenk [ihyviey  |@leadstories.com>;

Ellen Tordesillas {{h){6) dverafiles.org>;
Pmfernandez @chequeado.com>;

T Bzastone.ba>;
MStewartfmwey  Jousatoday.com>;
ey [@gmail.com>;

TN [@state.gov>;
libY l@mdfgeorgia.ge>;

Tijana Cvijeticanin[ihy(g) [@istinomjer.ba>;
Enock NYARIKI b5} [@pesacheck.org>;

Ferdi Ozsoy er.org> ;
Alanna Dvorak {bY6) [@poynter.org>;
Harrison Mantas {n\aY__l@poynter.org>

4/24/2023 47
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From: [{b)(6) [@state.gov>

To: Rizzo, Dave [(hv/A) f@ap.org>;
* Khin, John {{h\(§ k®ap.org>

(hY(A) state.gov>;
CC: [(b)©&) state.gov>;
(BY(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific
Date: Wed, 3 Mar 2021 19:55:38 +0000

Thanks Dave-

We will send them the below materials and share John's email. 4 pm your time is good for us so can you
share a day that works for you and we can invite them to participate?
Have a lovely one.

Many thanks,|{b)(6)

From: Rizzo, Dave {myiey ap.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 7:50 AM

To: [tnvey [@state.gov>; Khin, John {{b)\{(6 [@ap.org>
Ceh\(A/) [@state.gov>in\a) [@state.gov>[hviAY |

(hY{&Y state.gov>
Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Hi (D)6

Please have the user’s that require account verification and resets reach out directly to John Khin above.
*John please re-run current users list to and provide for |(b)(6)

Resending the link for online training materials on AP Academy:

https://www.ap.org/ap-academy/

Also, we would like to let you know that we now have a product training and client engagement team
and would be happy to schedule a Zoom presentation for the group. Realize difficult with time change
involved but we have some peaple that could be game to do this at an odd hour.

Thanks,

Dave

From: [(h)(&) (@state.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 03, 2021 12:49 AM

To: Rizzo, Dave {h\(E\|@ap.org>; Khin, John frrgy@ap.org>

Ce:[(b)(6) Pstate.gov>; [(h)(6) |@state.gov>; [b1(6Y |

50
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[(0)(6) |@state.gov>

Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

[EXTERNAL)
Hi Dave and John-

| am following up on the below email. We'd really like to reach out to the members and give them heipful
info on using this service.

Have a good one.

Many thanks, [(b){6)

From:[{b\(6) |

Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 11:29 AM

To:[(h\(& [@ap.org; Khin, John fmy/GY@ap.org>

Ce:fb)6) Bstate.gov>:[b1(6) l@state.gov> B E)

(b)6) [@state.gov>
Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Hi Dave and Jehn-

Per the report you sent to [[p)(6) ]| can see that several of the users need to verify accounts or change
their passwords. Can you send us the Youtube videos you mentioned as well as the best email for the
users who need assistant resetting or verifying their accounts. We'd like to reach out to all of them again
to encourage thern to use the service and we can ask if they'd like a training via WebEx.

In the meantime is there any way to see how much the active users are accessing and/or downloading
from AP?
Have a wonderful day.

Many thanks [(D)(6)

From:[h\{&) [@state.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 11:18 AM

To: [ hiR) [@state. gov>
Subject: FW: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Hi b6}

FY)

Press and Media Coordinater| Public Ciplomacy Cffice

U.S. Embassy Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu

= [(b)6) [2state.gov
158 Princess Road | PO Box 218, Suva

A E A

51
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From:libyeey |

Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 2:23 PM

Todrh\ R/ [@state.gov>

Ce:[(b){(6) |@state.gov>

Subject: FW: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Hil(b){6)

Received this from Dave today. Have emailed him back to ask for some guidance on how to read this
report as its not very clear to me.

Appreciate if you have more insight on this to share, thank you.

Cheers,

Press and Media Coordinatoer | Public Diplamacy Cffice

U.S. Embassy Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu

R [hva) [Pstate.gov
158 Princess Road | PO Box 218, Suva

] LI

From: Rizzo, Dave [(h\(R) [@ap.org>
Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 8:46 AM
To:linvaY [@state.gov>

Cc: Khin, John {h\& @ap.org>

Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Hil bYW &)

Well we made it to November 4t byt still no declared winner, historic and exhausting at once. Hereis
the information you requested. It seems to me that it would be a good idea to organize a training

session or training materials for you users. Realize there is a time difference issue but we can be flexible

for a webex session, there is also a plethora of infermation online in¢luding instructienal YouTube
videos — please let me know how that sounds.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Dave

From:(D)(6) |@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 6:44 PM
To: Rizzo, Dave |(h\6) Bap.org>
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Cc: Khin, John [(h\(R\@ap.org>
Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

[EXTERNAL]

Hi Dave,

Awesome to hear from you! Yes thank you, usage reports will be most appreciated when you get a

chance. Of course, the elections just around the corner, I'm excited seeing and hearing all about that.

Wishing you and the team all the very best in your coverage.
Talk soon. Have a gorgeous evening on that end.
Cheers,

Press and Media Coordinator | Public Diplomacy Office

U.S. Embassy Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu

B (h/y Pstate.gov
158 Princess Road | PO Box 218, Suva

] I |

From: Rizzo, Dave {{h\iARM[@ap.org>
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:38 AM
To:[(b)Y{&) [@state.gov>

Cc: Khin, John |(b)(6 |@ag.org>

Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Hil(b}(6)

My apologies for the delayed response and thank you for bumping this up in my inbox. We can run
usage reports for you, typically it would take a couple days to compile and deliver, it may take a bit
longer as elections are currently consuming a lot of rescurces.

| will keep you posted and provide a delivery date on the reports shortly.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Dave

From:|{b)(6) l@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 4:52 PM

To: Rizzo, Dave |(b)(6) Rap.org>
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Cc: Khin, John|(bY(6) [@ap.org>

Subject: RE: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

[EXTERNAL]

Good Afternoon Mr. Rizzo,

Just following up on my email. Appreciate if you have had a moment to consider the request.
Thank you for your time and look forward to hearing from you soon. Thank you.

Cheers,

Press and Media Coordinator| Public Diplomacy Cffice

U.5. Embassy Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu

BIh)(B) Pstate.gov
158 Princess Road | PC Box 218, Suva

el I T

From:{h\(8) |

Sent: Monday, October 5, 2020 3:52 PM

To: fhV/A|@ap.org' Dap.org>

Cc:@ap.org' [ hy(g [@ap.org>

Subject: Usage of free AP Asia Online and AP Top News Service in the Pacific

Good Afternoon Mr. Rizzo,

54

Trust this email finds you well. My name is|(b)(6) and I’'m working with the US Embassy in Suva,

Fiji.

| understand you were integral in the free provision of AP content for the Pacific Islands and | would
appreciate your assistance in my current task to highlight some data on the program’s uptake.

I’'m hoping to comply some data on how many news organizations in the Pacific are using the free AP

Asia Online and AP Top News Service since the inception of the grant/program.

Is there a way in which your organization is able to assist with this information gathering, also how often

they are using the content?
Appreciate your time and | look forward to hearing from you.

Cheers,

(b)(6)

Press and Media Cocrdinator| Public Diplomacy Office
U.5. Embassy Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu
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From: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
To: Ice, John T {b)(6 |@state.gov>;
' Gordon, Michael |(b)(6) @wsj.com:>

Subject: Re: Story as PDF and link (in case you can't get through paywall)
Date: Mon, 8 Mar 2021 17:36:36 +0000

Hi Michael,
Sending my thanks as well!
Very best,

(D)(6)

Public Affairs Cfficer

Global Engagement Center

U.S. Department of State

Accenture Federal Services Contractor
Cell: {b)(6) |

2]

From: Ice, John T {{m\/&l@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 9:46 AM

To: Gordon, Michael|(b)(6) [@wsj.com>;[{h){6) [@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Story as PDF and link {in case you can't get through paywall)

Hi Michael,

Thanks for sending this yesterday. | have enjoyed our interaction over this one.
Best,

J.T.

From: Gordon, Michael |(b)(6) [@wsj.com>

Sent: Sunday, March 7, 2021 10:18 AM

To: Ice, John T {h\(El@state.gov>;[(b)6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Story as PDF and link {in case vou can't get through paywall)

https://wsj-articles-

preview.sc.onservo.com/okta/articles/SB PREVIEW (3062021211500?tesla=yv& noredirect=tru

e&httpsredirect=none

Michaet Gordon

National Security Correspondent
The Wall Street Journal

[(m& Kcell, WhatsApp, Signat)
h)(B) K@wsj.com {(work email)

(b)(6) _ lajprotonmail.com (encrypted email)
Book site: michaelrgordon.com

59



60



FL-2023-00013  A-00000598326 "UNCLASSIFIED" 4/24/2023 61

From: Alanna Dvorak [hy/&) _[@poynter.org>
To: |[(hV&) |@state.gov>
cC: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
Subject: Re: State/Poynter: Efforts in the MENA Region
Date: Thu, 14 Jul 2022 14:41:27 -0400

Excellent. As a caveat, [ fly to India the first week of August to conduct some training and will
be gone for two weeks, so it would definitely be ideal if we can try to schedule something in
July.

And yes, had a great conversation with AfricaCheck this morning, excited and hopeful we have
ways to move forward!

Best,

Alanna

On Thu, Jui 14, 2022 at 11:50 AM|(b)(6) l@state.gov> wrote:
Alanna,

Sadly, ['ve been pulled into a conflicting meeting and recommend we reschedule for when the
three of us are available. I'll compare calendars again for later this month,

[ also want to thank you for speaking with AfricaCheck about your work in Tunisia. Looks like
we might have a way forward to continue your great work!

Thanks,

Sent from my iPhone

Alanna Dvorak
International Training Manager/[FCN
The Poynter Institute

ph: [bY &) |
(BB oynter.or

www . poynier org

Sender: Alanna Dvorak [h\(f) _[@poynter.org>

() 6) [@state.gov>;
[(h&) [@state.gov>

Recipient:
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From: Jim Rutenberg [[h\ta) __ J@nytimes.com>
To: |(b)6) l@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Re;
Date: Tue, 9 Nov 2021 17:31:02 -0500

Jet mag

https://books.google.com/books?id=cLIDAAAAMBAJ&pa=PA 15&Ipg=PA15&dq=%22ethnic+
weapon%22+and+Blacks&source=bl&ots=e-

ZIICzZWwMD&sig=AC{fU3U3eDbtOpsmXsllU GWSYgicNX 10wZg&hl=en&sa=X& ved=2ahUKE
wikl Kvm0YvOAhWITDABHdnZC4MQ6AF6BAgUEAM#v=0onepage&q=%22¢thnic%20weadp
0n%22%20and%20Blacks& f=false

On Tue, Nov 9, 2021 at 2:49 PM|(b)(6) b.gov> wrote:
Back online with my 5tate Department computer. Temporary system-wide outage. Gladto
chat anytime between now and 6 pm. Best, |(b)(6)

From: Jim Rutenberg i(b)(8) Bnytimes.com:>

Sent: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 10:46 AM

To:[(b)(B) |@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Re:

Excellent, thanks so much|(b)(6)| will peruse these before we speak
All best, thanks again, Jim

On Tue, Nov 9, 2021 at 10:43 AM[(bY(6) l@state.gov> wrote:

Anytime from 2-6 pm is good. Agree there is lots to discuss; very interesting topic.

You may have seen already Doug Selvage's very interesting article, Operation “Denver”: The
East German Ministry of State Security and the KGB's AIDS Disinformation Campaign, 1985—
1986 (Part 1) [attached for reference]. Search for Shively to see discussion of origins of AIDS
disinfo story -- | have more to add on this. See also p. 12-23 in 1988 report | wrote, found

at http://insidethecoldwar.org/sites/default/files/documents/Soviet%20Active%20Measures%2

0in%20the%20Era%200f%20Glasnot%20March%201988.pdf, which discusses SOV "Ethnic
Weapons" disinfo, which apparently was picked up by Shively and others, per Doug's article.
(Doug told me you are speaking with him tomorrow)}.

This is likely a mashup of SOV disinfo plus delusions/conspiracy theories of local fringe
elements, including fellow travelers and useful idiots. Can explain more.

See also original article in US Army's Military Review, which led to "ethnic weapons" disinfo;
two versions attached.

All for now.

From: Jim Rutenberg|(b)(6) D nytimes.com:»

Sent: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 10:28 AM
To:f(h)(6) [@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Re:

Hi|(b)(6)
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Looking forward to speaking today -- so much to discuss, and I really appreciate getting some of
your time.

Just making sure -- 4:30/1630 est ok time to call?

Thanks again, Jim

On Mon, Nov §, 2021 at 3:02 PM Jim Rutenberg _{ bi(6) @nytimes.com> wrote:

Ok great advice thanks! Catch you tomorrow and thanks on all

On Mon, Nov 8, 2021 at 2:56 PM|(b)(6) (@state.gov> wrote:
Tomorrow from 14301-1800 is good.

There was an excellent article in the WSJ in September about COVID safety when flying. The
most dangerous time is when you {and others) take your mask off to eat. They recommend
turning up the forced air in the controls above your seat and pointing the nozzle at your face
when your mask is off to scatter any COVID articles away.

| got permission to speak you on the terms we discussed. Will send you a couple of articles
later today.

Best,

From: Jim Rutenberg[fh\/AY __|@nytimes.com>

Sent: Monday, November 8, 2021 2:40 PM

To:|(b)(B) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Re:

Thanks|(b)(6) sounds good
I’m boarding a plane and don’t land till around 6/6:30

Is there an ok time tomorrow to try you?
Thanks again much obliged

On Mon, Nov 8, 2021 at 2:37 PM|(b)(6) [@)state. gov> wrote:

Jim:

Let's just discuss between you and me and I'll fill the others in as needed. I'll give you a call.
My cellisfh\/&Y | Home landline:|(b)(6) |

From|(h)(6) [@state. gov>

Sent: Monday, November 8, 2021 11:55 AM

To: Jim Rutenberg[(D)(6) __ |@nytimes.com>
Subject: Re: Re:

Jim:

checking with my colleagues on when is a good time. Any times good or not good for you today
or tomorrow?

Thanks.

From: Jim Rutenberg[(b)(6) _ |@nytimes.com>

Sent: Monday, November 8, 2021 11:46 AM
Tolihi @state.gov>
Ce:|(b)(6) l@state.gov>;[D)(6) l@state.gov>; [h V(B |
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(hRY_[@state.govelihY AN [@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Re:

Sure, let me know if there's a good time to connect and I can fill you and whoever else is
interested in on the arc of the book

On Mon, Nov 8, 2021 at 10:04 AM [b)(6) [ccstate.gov> wrote:
Jim:
Yes, | think if we had a better sense of what you are trying to address and accomplish in the
book, that would help a lot.
Thanks.
(D)(6)]
P.S. -[bY(6) }

From; Jim Rutenberg '|(b)(6) |@nﬂimes.com>

Sent: Friday, November 5, 2021 6:29 PM

Tod(b)(B) [@state.gov>

Ce:[imig) l@state.gov>; [h)(B) [@state.gov>fh)(B) |
[h(R I@state.gov>;(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re:

Thanks[(b)(6)and thanks, all.

[(b)(6]came highly recommended and would be a great help. I'm happy to fill you all in more on
the general sweep of the book if you would like.

Thanks and all the best, Jim

On Fri, Nov 5, 2021 at 6:11 PM [(b)(6) liostate.gov> wrote:

Please let me know if you need any more information to make a decision on this request for
what would likely be several discussions/interviews on the phone and via email with NYT
reporter Jim Rutenberg, who, per his email below, is writing "a narrative history book ... about
information warfare at home and abroad, from roughly 1970 to now." He is particularly
interested in speaking with me about "the successful Soviet operation to plant false stories that
AIDS was invented in the US Laboratory at Fort Detrick ... [and] how that story got picked up
and elaborated upon in the publications of fringe political movements here in the US."

Jim:

Please call me | already feel old enough w/o being addressed as Mister.

I'd be glad to help on your very interesting project provided my bosses in the Global
Engagement Center and Public Affairs agree. I'm looping in my immediate supervisor and the
GEC person who handles media requests to start this process.

If my bosses and PA agree, | think it would be best to talk and share information with youon a
background or deep background basis meaning that you are free to use the material but
without attributing it to the Department of State, with some exceptions in which | would be
glad to go on the record or be described as a State Department expert on disinformation, in
particular when we are speaking about established Soviet and Russian disinformation and
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propaganda practices. | think it's best to do that on a case-by-case basis provided my bosses at
GEC and Public Affairs agree.

| am certainly willing to discuss other topics than the AIDS disinformation campaign, if | get
permission to speak with you, but | strongly prefer to stick to topics that | know well. From
1987 to 1996, | followed rumors of child organ trafficking very closely, which the Soviets
repeated and which also circulated on their own as an urban legend, and paid attention to
prominent Soviet disinformation claims (prior to 1992), often helping U.S. Information Agency
(USIA) posts overseas respond to Soviet disinformation claims in the local media in their
countries. | was at USIA from 1987 to 1996, before it was absorbed into State in 1999 and have
been at State since 2003, working to counter misinformation and disinformation most of that
time.

Also, many thanks for attaching your excellent 2017 NYT Magazine article, which | had missed.
It is an excellent treatment of this topic, enlivened by interviews with Simonyan, Peskov, and
other key actors. | will read it carefully,

Many thanks for your inquiry.

Best,

(D)(6)

Senior Counter-Disinformation Adviser
Global Engagement Center

U.5. Department of State

Contractor: Accenture/Datastrong

(b)}6) Bstate.gov

From: lim Rutenberg {{rvvAaY_|@nytimes.com>
Sent: Friday, November 5, 2021 5:15 PM
To:|(b)(6) |@state.gov>
Subject:

Hello Mrlib)8)

My name is Jim Rutenberg and I'm a reporter at the New York Times.

I'm doing some research for a narrative history book I'm writing about information warfare at
home and abroad, from roughiy 1970 to now. [ was wondering whether | could check in with
you about the work you did on the Active Measures team in the Reagan years. [ am looking into
the successful Soviet operation to plant false stories that AIDS was invented in the US
Laboratory at Fort Detrick. While this is now a fairly well-told tale, I am particularly interested
in how that story got picked up and elaborated upon in the publications of fringe political
movements here in the US. That labor intensive and onerous work on behalf of the Soviet disinfo
agents of the 1980s will stand in contrast to later portions of the book, when their successors will
have a much easier time penetrating the American information stream of the social media and
cable tv era. Also, I was interested to see in one of your team's reports an assessment that
Russian disinformation would be far more effective if they ever figured out how to produce
better television, which, of course, they would later go on to do

{see https://'www.nytimes.com/2017/09/1 3/magazine/rt-sputnik-and-russias-new-theory-of-
war.html), so I'd also want to range a little bit beyond the AIDS operation if you're game.
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[ am writing the book for Penguin Press and am not yet sure of the publication date {I would
expect it to go to market in roughly a year and a half). It is possible that some of what I learn will
feed my reporting for The Times, but there are no such plans as of now. If you are amenable then
we can discuss the terms of our discussion, but please know that I am comfortable doing this on
a background and deep background basis. Of course, [ would always be happy to have anything
on the record that you are willing to bring onto the record.

Thanks and all best, Jim

Jim Rutenberg

Writer at | arec

I he News Mok Times

ib)6) |

Sender: Jim Rutenberg b)(6) @nytimes.com:>
Recipient: |(b)(6) l@state.gov>
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[ hope you are keeping healthy and enjoying this holiday season. [ am writing to you as the East-
West Center is administering a project for the Department of State which provides licensing
agreement to use New York Times content in select Pacific [slands newsrooms. The funds are
drawn tfrom the GEC Information Access Fund which we are accessing through a sub-award with
the Institute for War and Peace Reporting. We would like to make this opportunity available to
the Kaselehlie Press if you think that Bill Jaynes would be open to the opportunity and a worthy
recipient of the license. The year-long license (valued at $6,000) would allow KD to republish
New York Times content {in both English and Mandarin languages) in its paper and online
presence (if any).

If you think that Kaselehlie Press would be appropriate would you be willing to make the first
approach to introduce Bill to the idea? our GEC contact at INDOPACOM, prefers
that approach instead of the EWC directly reaching out, if you are willing. Myself and our
contact at the New York Times will follow-up your initial query with practical details.

At the end of this email I'm included some boilerplate language used by other embassies to
contact media outlets. Feel free to use verbatim or customize to your circumstances.

Thanks very much for your help. Stay safe and happy holidays.

Best regards,
Scott Kroeker

My name is XXXXX and I work with the US Embassy in XXXX it’s my pleasure to E-meet
you.

[’d like to bring your attention to an opportunity to access content for your publication, the
XXXXX.

The U.S. Embassy 1s offering your news outlet the opportunity to be part of our New York Times
English & Mandarin content project. We know that many small and medium size news outlets
would like to use content from larger outlets, and, that content in Mandarin for occasional
Mandarin language supplements is aiso helpful.

We are pleased to announce a new project for select news outlets in the Pacific:

1) free usage license for New York Times English and Mandarin content for at least one year,

2) custom training from the New York Times on their website (so you can most easily access the
content you want, and on-going technical support),

3) quarterly webinars with prominent intemational journalists on relevant topics to the Pacific
tacilitated by the East-West Center, and

4) customized training organized by the East-West Center on specific topics you deem most
important to your newsrooin.
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We hope you will join us in this project! If you are interested, we would like to connect you with
Scott Kroeker from the East-West Center, who will be organizing logistics.™

Scott Kroeker | Senior Program Officer, Professional Development Program |

[(b)6) |

East-West Center

1601 East-West Road

Honolulu, HI 96848-1601, USA

EastWestCenter.org

The East-West Center promotes better relations and understanding among the people
and nations of the

United States, Asia, and the Pacific through cooperative study, research, and dialogue.
Established by the

U.S. Congress in 1960, the Center serves as a resource for information and analysis on
critical issues of

common concern, bringing people together to exchange views, build expertise, and
develop policy options.

Sender: "Kroeker, Scott"[(£)(6) BEastWestCenter.org>

(b6 |@state.gov>;
(bM(BY |@state.gov>;
(b)(6) [@state.gov>;

Recipient: Vonda Wolcott {rmvay [@iwpr.net>;
Alan Davis [my_J@iwpr.net>;
Joshua Peller fhvey J@nytimes.com>;
[(hyvey l@state.gov>
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From: [D)(6) F@state.gov>

To: ()(6) Bnsa.gov>;
* "Julian Barnes' {b)(6) @nytimes.com>
DL USCYBERCOM_PAQO (H3C9) <DLUSCC_J0_PAO@cybercom.mil>;
€C: |(b)(B) l@cybercom.mil>;
GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>

Subject: Re: NYT connection to State Dept GEC
Date: Tue, 2 Feb 2021 18:19:49 +0000

Hi Julian,

Nice to connect. Happy to chat off the record to understand more about your story to see if we
have anything to share; or if you have a specific question you can send over email and we can
approach it that way.

Very best,

(b)(6)

Public Affairs Officer

Global Engagement Center

U.S. Department of State

Accenture Federal Services Contractor

Cell: [[pY(6) |
X
From:|(b)(6) [@nsa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 1:07 PM
To: 'Julian Barnes'[[hY{RY  Pnytimes.com>
Ce: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>; DL USCYBERCOM_PAO (H3C9)
<DLUSCC_JO_PAO®@cybercom.mil>{{b)(6) Rcybercom.mil>

Subject: NYT connection to State Dept GEC

Julian-

Connecting you to|(b)(6) lof the Global Engagement Center- not sure if they will have
something for you on Russian anti-vax disinformation campaign in Spanish, but wanted to make sure you
had a good POC for her.

(b)(6

VIR,

[(bY(6) | Capt, USAF
U.8. Cyber Command, Public Affairs
COMM: [[n)(&) |

NSTS:[(bY(6) |

Personal Cell: [hY(&) |

Work Cell: |(b)(6) |
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From: Alanna Dvorak [h)(g) [@poynter.org>
To: Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) |(b)(6) @state.gov>

(b)(8) [Bstate.gov>;
Baybars Orsek {h\(8) [@poynter.org>;
hY(6) [@state.gov>;
CC: |(b)(B) @state.gov>;
(B)(6) Bstate.gov>;
(YR [@state.gov>;

Thibault, Erica (Tunis) [[bY{&) Dstate.gov>
Subject: Re: Connecting - Poynter/IFCN and U.S. Embassy Tunis
Date: Tue, 19 Apr 2022 16:54:04 -0400

Excellent! Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best,
alanna

On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 4:50 PM Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) {b)(6) wstate.gov> wrote:

Apologies for the delay Alanna. I’m trying to coordinate a call on Friday morning. If you are
available, I will circle back with the proposed time. Thanks.

Get Qutlook for iOS

From: Alanna Dvorak {h\(g) |@poynter.org>

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 9:41:23 PM

To: Thibault, Erica {Tunis) |(b)(6) I@state.gov>

Cc:|(b)(6) [@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K (Tunis)(b)(6) l@state.gov>; Baybars
Orsek {b)(6) _[@poynter.org>hyAY [pstate.gov>: fhYB) |
ib)6) [@state.gov>{b1(6) [@state.gov>; Ay |

[bye) K@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Connecting - Poynter/IFCN and U.S. Embassy Tunis

Hi all,

Just following up on this to see if we can get a call scheduled.
Best,

Alanna

On Sat, Apr 9, 2022 at 3:48 AM Thibault, Erica (Tunis) {(b)(6) __J@state.gov> wrote:

Hi Alanna

Thanks for getting back to us so quickly. Mary Fanous who leads our press efforts will work
with you on a time next week fo a call.

Best regards,

Erica Thibault

Counselor for Public Affairs

US Embassy Tunis

From: Alanna Dvorakfh\(g)  @poynter.org>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 7:33 PM
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To:l(b)(6) @state.gov>

Cc: Baybars Orsek [[b)y6) _|@poynter.org>; Thibault, Erica (Tunis)[b}(6) l@state.gov>:
(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Connecting - Poynter/IFCN and U.S. Embassy Tunis

Thanks for the connection,

Yes, we do think supplemental mentorship could help both those organizations. What has been
helpful is both Fatabyyano's desire to help them cross the finish line and the fact that both
organizations are highly motivated and really want to be both effective fact-check units and
signatories.

['d love to hop on a call next week to discuss potential next steps, if that's something you ail are
amenable to?

Best,
Alanna
On Thu, Apr 7, 2022 at 7:36 AM|(b)(6) [@state.gov> wrote:

Baybars and Alanna,

[ oversaw the Empowering Fact-Checking in the Global South sub-award from the State
Department’s Global Engagement Center, working through IWPR. I re-read your final report
and the Tunisia portions had some fantastic findings.

['m connecting you directly with Erica Thibault, the Counselor for Public Aftairs at the U.S.
Embassy in Tunis, to explore what additional mentorship through Poynter/IFCN might look like
in Tunisia. Also cc’d is[(b)(6) |from the State Department’s Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs, Office of Press and Public Diplomacy. The report had recommended that the two
organizations in Tunisia — Les Grandes Ecoles de la Communication and Business News/BN
Check — would benefit from additional mentorship to absorb the fact-checking skaills.

Erica and |(b)(6) | Baybars Orsek is the director of international programming at the Poynter
Institute and director of the International Fact-Checking Network. Alanna Dvorak is Poynter’s
International Training Manager.

Please feel free to keep me cc’d but I'm glad to be connecting you all.

Thanks,
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From: Baybars Orsek {h\(8Y [dpoynter.org>

To: [(hi(A) state.gov>
Ferdi Ozsoy {h\a[@poynter.org>;
cc: (b)) |@state.gov>;
* [(b)(6) [@state.gov>;
[(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Concerns about Thailand Grant
Date: Fri, 5 Feb 2021 12:41:57 -0500

Hi|(b}(6)
Thanks for checking in.

As of today, the DS1909 form has been sent to our VP of Finance and Business for her signature
and will be sent back to the Embassy in Bangkok for execution.

That will officially extend the project to July 31st of this year.
The course material has been prepared and currently it's currently in the translation process.

The materials will be shared with the embassy for confirmation and they can be delivered as
early as the first week of March.

Thank you for your understanding and happy to have a call to discuss if you have any questions.
Best-

Baybars

On Fri, Feb 5, 2021 at 12:34 PM|(b)(6) Wistate.gov> wrote:

Ferdi, Baybars,

| want to reach out to see if we could resolve some concerns that have been raised over the
Thailand project. | know you have been swamped but post is concerned it is falling behind
planned timelines and has voiced concern that it has been hard to keep thing moving. Would

you have a moment to touch base so we can make sure things stay on track?
Best, [(b)(6)

Baybars Orsek

Director | International Fact-Checking Network
(ewhavybarsorsek / (@factchecknet

Sender: Baybars Orsek {{h)(6) [@poynter.org>
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loe and Panel 1 teammates—

Truly enjoyed the session and appreciate all who appreciated. Great to see old and current colleagues,
and to virtually engage with a few new ones, too. | thought the broad composition of the panel across
government and private sector/media was particularly powerful.

Thanks to all, and please reach out anytime if you need anything from CENTCOM.

V/R
Grynch

Maj Gen Alex Grynkewich, USAF
Director of Operations (CCI3)
Commih\(R) |

DSN:[b)(6) ]
SVOIP{vEY ]

(b)(6)

From: Joseph Michael Kelly[fp)(6) BPumd.edu>

Sent: Saturday, April 17, 2021 11:01 AM

To:[[hVWA) | Grynkewich, Alexus G Maj Gen USAF
CENTCOM CCJ3 {USA) [hya L [6Y(6) |@nctc.gov>;
Dstate.gov; Nakashima, Ellen fmzen l@washpost.com>; Gordon Crovitz

gy [@newsguardtech.com>

Cc: Michael Williams [fhvi&) Bgmail.com>; Angie Mallory [hy(ay  |@arlis.umd.edu>; Austin

Branch fryiay___J@umd.edu>; Barton Brown [fh\WRY  |@lexsg.com>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Thank you to Panel 11

Speakers,

[ want to thank each and everyone of you for your participation on Tuesday. As you probably
saw, yours was the most popular panel drawing over half the keynote audience.

By all accounts, your discussion was truly groundbreaking. Many of the comments | heard in the
days afterward focused on the need for appropriate coordination and collaboration across the US
government but also between government and the media as well as wider industry. Collectively,
you planted the seed for a new way to think about the challenges of disinformation and malign
foreign influence.
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From: David Mikkelson <snopes@snopes.com>
SentVia: fakenewssci@googlegroups.com
To: fakenewssci@googlegroups.com
Subject: Re: [fakenewssci] Daily Caller
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 2021 18:32:13 -0800

Yes, I'm familiar with the process and the documents. Simply saying, "We
get our funding from (X)," while providing no information whatsoever about
how (X) itself is funded, is not transparency -- it's obfuscation.

Check Your Fact is funded from the Daily Caller's newsroom budget, and the
Daily Caller is funded by the Daily Caller News Foundation (DCNF). So
where does the DCNF get its money from? Providing tax forms that merely
document how much revenue the DCNF takes in does nothing to answer that
guestion.

On Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 6:03 PM Masato Kajimoto {b)(6) [@hku.hk> wrote:
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Hi all. [ serve as an [FCN assessor in Asia and so, I'm familiar with the process. Here's a link to
the latest application made by Daily Caller's Check Your Fact and the assessor's evaluation (the
certification must be renewed annually).

You can see the funding sources they disclosed, download their tax returns, etc, in Criterion 4a.
All applications and assessments are publicly available on [FCN's website, by the way.

https://ifcncodeofprinciples.poynter.org/application/public/check-vour-fact/38FSAQE1-4438-
54B9-68BA-4F805B53B429

With all good wishes,

Masato

Masato Kajimoto, PhD

Associate Professor of Practice

Journalism and Media Studies Centre

The University of Hong Kong

Tel: {{b)(6) |

E-mail: a;hku.hk

Web: https://sites.google.com/view/masatokajimoto/

From: <fakenewssci(@googlegroups.com> on behalf of David Mikkelson
<shopes{@snopes.com>

Date: Tuesday, 23 February 2021 at 02:56

To: "fakenewssci@googlegroups.com” <fakenewsscif@ygooglegroups.com™>
Subject: Re: [fakenewssci] Daily Caller

One of the key requirements of [FCN certification 1s supposed to be transparency of funding. If
anyone can parse this word salad and figure out who or what tunds the Daily Caller's fact-
checking arm, I'd like to know:

https://checkvourfact.com/about-us/

On Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 6:30 AM Dean Jackson <mailtofp)(8) [@ned.org> wrote:

On the other hand, you really have to ask yourself if you want to be featured on a website with a
history of https://www.snopes.com/news/2(}18/09/06/many-daily-caller-writers-expressed-white-
supremacist-views/, next to headlines like “https://dailycaller.com/2021/02/19/public-schools-
woke-liberal-activisim-critical-race-theory-teachers-unions-enrolliment-private-schools/.”

It’s something everyone has to answer for themselves. [ personally wouldn’t lend them the
credibility.
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From: Barrett Golding <mailto](b)(6) [@gmail.com> On Behalf Of Barrett Golding
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 8:04 PM

To: mailto:fakenewssci¢t googlegroups.com
Subject: Re: [fakenewssci] Daily Caller

The Daily Caller has a NewsGuard Green rating (scoring 70/100), a Source Credibility of
Medium from Logically, an Our.news status of Verified, and an MBFC factual-reporting rating

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Mixed:
https: .safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/daily-
callerf&data=04l§!£ '(a)ned.org|889bda42090e49c7c56408d8d60ced2a|4e07708641b34a22b7
8e41daff10793d|1]0[637494699129300953|Unknown|TW FpbGZsb3d8eyJWIljoiMC4wLiAwMD

AILCIQoiV2IuMzIiLCIBTil6lk]1 haWwiL CIXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=A 1mPGasqiBEYDHP;j
EArxM6KsOb2¢ VEBSuT+sn6zOzvA=&reserved=0

By way of comparison CNN and MSNBC are also MBFC Mixed. Another thing Daily Caller has
in its favor is its connection with the IFCN-verified fact-cheking site:

hitps:/mam02.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=https://checkyourfact.com/&data=04|01 Im
[ned.org|889bdad2c90e49¢7c56408d8d60ced2al4e07708641b34a22b78e4 1 daff10793d]1[0163
7494699129310953|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLIAWMDAILCJOQIljoiV2IuMzIiL
CJBTil6Ik1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=8VThJL/40x7erij2vSOLQKDsIVFScwmo2b+
kPVmh2AE=&reserved=0

Plus their interview with Dr. Gleb Tsipursky seemed fair and fine.

On Feb 19, 2021, at 6:17 AM, 'Dr. Gleb Tsipursky' via Combating Fake News: The Science of
Misinformation <mailto:fakenewssci@googlegroups.com> wrote:

Sharing my personal experience being interviewed by The Daily Caller a few months ago on my
own project to address misinformation, it was a good experience, and they published a fair
interview. Here's the article, FYI. Anyone interested in knowing more can contact me off the

—-Hst https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://dailycaller.com/2020/10/06/politi
cians-pro-truth-pledge-stop-spread-
misinformation/&d atzﬁf[OTZ@ned.orgl 889bdad2¢90e49¢7¢56408d8d60ced2a|4e0770864 1
b34a22b78e41daff10793d]1|0]16374946991293 10953 |[Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8evIWoiMCa4w
LIAwWMDAILCJQIj0o1V2IuMzIiLCJBTil6Ik 1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=3000&sdata=GxSzM{Hzn
sI2GYRIi+1zZHWYZAarneCAU1jl0gxKE fxc=&reserved=0

On Feb 19, 2021, at 2:41 AM, Harith Alani <mailtofin)(&) |@gmail.com> wrote:
... According to my database, Daily Caller has published several misinforming articles
themselves.

De : mailto: fakenewssci(@googlegroups.com <mailto:fakenewssci@googlegroups.com> de la
part de Stephan Lewandowsky <mailtol{h)(f) |@bristol.ac.uk>
...the Daily Caller is an “‘orange” site (by the Grinberg et al., 2019, classification)
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://hearingvoices.com/&data=04|0

(@ned.org|889bda42¢c90e49¢7¢56408d8d60ced2al4e07708641b34a22b78e41daff10793d|1]0|63
7494699129320942|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLJAWMDAILCJQIljoiV2IuMzIiL
CJBTil61k 1haWwil CIXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=8QP6UGoR thZb3PxsFXImYiCtzIxUQB2Um
pbDT5h0iUk=&reserved=0

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https.//iffy news/&data=04|01[ — [@ned.o
12|889bdad2¢90e49¢7c56408d8d60ced2a|4e0770864 1b34a22b78e41daff10793d|1/0]6374946991
29320942 |Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wl JAWMDAIL CIQoiV21uMzIiL CTBTiI61
k1haWwil CIXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=APZn4HRRz4GL. SgBVEbBVIIwjVpIVGYWHvV+Ejv
KeVwuE=&reserved=0

#FakeNewsSci seeks to cultivate and continue an academic and practical agenda around defining
and protecting against fake news and misinformation, and work to build news literacy, defend a
free press and strengthen first amendment principles.

There are three ground rules for this community aimed at ensuring appropriate communication
and exchange:

(1) Civility is the primary responsibility of membership - we intend to avoid uncivil debates or
rhetoric and those who violate this rule will be immediately removed.

(2) To preserve people’s comfort with being open and frank, all exchanges are to be treated as
"off the record” unless the member(s) in question explicitly agree otherwise.

(3) To maintain high-quality exchanges of ideas and practice, all new members must be
recommended by two other group members to be added to this group. Please fill the form at
https#nam02.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=https://goo. gl/forms/h 1 UkZHwGEt5 Z4wgl
&data=04|0 wned.org|889bdad2¢90e49c7¢56408d8d60ced2a|4e07708641b34a22b78e41d
aff10793d[1|0[637494699129330937|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAWMDAILCJ
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QLio1V21uMzIiL CJBTil61k lhaWwil. CIXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=nSRerkRaVlqjTFkm32ulD7e
g015rn/vR30494UuTOTU=&reserved=0 before you apply for membership.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Combating Fake
News: The Science of Misinformation” group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
mailto:fakenewssci+unsubscribe(@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https:/mam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://groups. google.com/d/msgid/fakenew
ssci/2ABTCT97-CA15-4732-9B1 8-

A26A077E94C%40hearingvoices.com?utm _medium=email&utm_source=footer&data=04|01
wned.org|889bdad2¢90e49¢7¢c56408d8d60ced2a|4e07708641b34a22b78e41daff10793d|1(0

[637494699129340933|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8ey] WIjoiMCAwL JAWMDAILCIQljoiV2luMz
LLCIBTil6Ik 1 haWwil CIXVCI6Mn0=[3000& sdata=Padq9VDqgIpGUApGwUNRBg3/uG9Uii

RA+Hzml1 WIoFs=&reserved=0.

#FakeNewsSci seeks to cultivate and continue an academic and practical agenda around defining
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and protecting against fake news and misinformation, and work to build news literacy, defend a
free press and strengthen first amendment principles.

There are three ground rules for this community aimed at ensuring appropriate communication
and exchange:

(1) Civility is the primary responsibility of membership - we intend to avoid uncivil debates or
rhetoric and those who violate this rule will be immediately removed.

(2) To preserve people’s comfort with being open and frank, all exchanges are to be treated as
"off the record” unless the member(s) in question explicitly agree otherwise.

{3) To maintain high-quality exchanges of ideas and practice, all new members must be
recommended by two other group members to be added to this group. Please fill the form at
https://goo.gl/forms/h1 UkZHwWGE]jt5Z4wg1 before you apply for membership.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Combating Fake
News: The Science of Misinformation” group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
mailto:fakenewssci+tunsubscribe@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/fakenewssci/MN2PRISMB3I309FA83352F14763B93AE2A
AS819@MN2PR18MB3309.namprd 1 8.prod.outlook.com?utm_medium=email&utm_source=fo
oter.

#FakeNewsSci seeks to cultivate and continue an academic and practical agenda around defining
and protecting against fake news and misinformation, and work to build news literacy, defend a
free press and strengthen first amendment principles.

There are three ground rules for this community aimed at ensuring appropriate communication
and exchange:

(1) Civility 1s the primary responsibility of membership - we intend to avoid uncivil debates or
rhetoric and those who violate this rule will be immediately removed.

(2) To preserve people’s comfort with being open and frank, all exchanges are to be treated as
"off the record” unless the member(s) in question explicitly agree otherwise.

(3) To maintain high-quality exchanges of ideas and practice, all new members must be
recommended by two other group members to be added to this group. Please fill the form at
https://goo.gl/forms/h1 UkZHwWGE]jt5Z4wgl before you apply for membership.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Combating Fake
News: The Science of Misinformation” group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
mailto:fakenewssci+unsubscribe(@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit hitps://groups.google.com/d/msgid/fakenewssci/CAK-
uGwMj-YJKdrUst+iy8UdiC+nMilXgQ -

sdT rSVXT751c4Q@mail gmail.com?utm_medium=email&utm_source=footer.
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#FakeNewsSci seeks to cultivate and continue an academic and practical agenda around defining
and protecting against fake news and misinformation, and work to build news literacy, defend a
free press and strengthen first amendment principles.

There are three ground rules for this community aimed at ensuring appropriate communication
and exchange:

(1) Civility is the primary responsibility of membership - we intend to avoid uncivil debates or
rhetoric and those who violate this rule will be immediately removed.

(2) To preserve people’s comfort with being open and frank, all exchanges are to be treated as
"off the record” unless the member(s) in question explicitly agree otherwise.

(3) To maintain high-quality exchanges of ideas and practice, all new members must be
recommended by two other group members to be added to this group. Please fill the form at
https://goo.gl/forms/h 1 UkZHwWGE]jt5Z4wgl before you apply for membership.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Combating Fake
News: The Science of Misinformation” group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
fakenewssci+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups. google. com/d/msygid/fakenewssci/CAK-
uGwN67n0ODSGOgk 1bObSZunewkmNFSxJyo4aSDroGFtl vzSw%40mail. gmail.com.

Sender: David Mikkelson <snopes@snopes.com>; fakenewssci@googlegroups.com
Recipient: fakenewssci@googlegroups.com
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89
From: |(b)(6) [@state.gov>
Davey Alba <(h)(8) __|@nytimes.com>;
(bYB) Deeas.europa.eu>;
To: Eliot Higgins [fh)(6) @bellingcat.com>;
{8 state.gov>,;
(b)Y l@state.gov>
(h\(6) [@state.qov>;
CC: (b)) state.gov>;
(bY(6) |@state.gov>

Subject: Our Most Sincere Thanks for a Successful Event
Date: Wed, 1 Dec 2021 03:40:48 +0000

Dear Davey/)(b)(6| Eliot and|(b)(6)

On behalf of our team at AVC/CBW in DC and the U.S. Delegation to the OPCW in the Hague, |
wanted to convey our most sincere thanks for taking time in your busy schedule to join what
was, in our assessment and that of others who have already share their appreciation, a very
successful event yesterday.

We had 90+ people joining the event from delegations of more than 50 countries. Despite the
sobering topic, the wealth of experience and knowledge panelists brought to the table and
smooth moderation made for a lively event that conveyed the message we wanted to pass in to
OPCW delegates regarding the scope, sophistication and challenging nature of state sponsored
disinformation.

As | mentioned before we are looking into editing the video of the event into a more easily
shareable format and will let you know where things stand on that front as things progress.
Most respectfully,

(b)(6) |

Foreign Affuairs Officer

Office of Chemical and Biological Weapons Affairs
Bureau of Anns Control, Verification and Compliance
U.8, Deparmment of State
2201 C Strect, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520
(desk)
(D)®) |5
T Y= STt GO
[Frosmy festatespov.pov

Sender: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
Davey Alba k&Y B nytimes.com>;
[(hY(BY |@eeas.europa.eu>;
Eliot Higgins {b)(6) @bellingcat.com>;

e [(hYARY lostate.gov>;

Recipient: ThYRY state.gov>;

(B)(6) (@state.gov>;
TG f@state.gov>;

[(b)(6) |@state.gov>
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From:

To:

[ of o

Subject:
Date:

(bY(6) |@state.gov>
Davey Alba {{h\{g) ___|@nytimes.com>;
Eliot Higgins [myigy __1@bellingcat.com>;
{313 Qeeas.europa.eu>;
(hY(A/Y }@state.gov>;
(B |@state.gov>;
TG @mfa.ee (bR J@mfa.ee>;
T [@eeas.europa.eUfrvay )
| TRy J@eeas.eurcpa.eu>;
(b6} |@state.gov>;
[(BY(6) [@state.gov>

AVC-CBW-DL <AVC-CBW-DL2@state.gov>;
USOPCWTheHague <USOPCWTheHague@state.gov>

OPCW Disinformation Panel
Tue, 23 Nov 2021 20:11:42 +0000

This is the confirmed CSP-26 Side-Event invite

4/24/2023 98

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in {audio only)

(B)7)(E)

| United States, Spokane

Phone Conference ID{(b)(7)(E) |
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options

Recipient:

Sender: |(b)(6) @state.gov>
Davey Alba (b)(6) __|@nytimes.com>;
Eliot Higgins @bellingcat.com>;
h{&\ deeas.europa.eu>;
T |@state.gov>;
{h(B) [@state.gov>;
(kY (RY |@mfa.ee {hviay______J@mfa.ee>;
[(hviaY [@eeas.europa.eu
gy  [@eeas.europa.eu>;

TR }@state.gov>;
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From: Julian Barnes [b){6) @nytimes.com:>

To: GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>;
" (b)(6) Bstate.gov>

Subject: NYT: Russian Disinfo
Date: Fri, 30 Jul 2021 10:14:32 -0400

(b)(6) | GEC

[ am working on a story looking at Russia's most recent disinformation efforts around the
western vaccines. We are trying to determine if there has been an uptick either coinciding with
the various failures of the Sputnik vaccine or the intensification of the Delta outbreak. NSA has
referred us to the GEC. I am hoping you all might have some new information to share.
Iamatfb)y6) ]I am out of pocket 1130 to 1:30 but otherwise available today. But I my
deadline is early next week not today.

Julian

Julian E. Barnes

Intelligence, National Security reporter
The New York Times

(b)(6) |Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal

Sender: Julian Barnes{b)6) dnytimes.com>

GEC Press <GECPress@state.gov>;
(b)) Pstate.gov>

Recipient:
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BEGIN:VCALENDAR
PRODID:-//Splash Event Planning System
VERSION:2.0
METHOD:PUBLISH
BEGIN:VEVENT
DTSTAMP:20210108T2244422
UID:eabf42e0f60a2e0577d204a14510b6f81c2e3a88@newgovtjanl 1.sp
lashthat.com
URL:https://newgovtjanl 1.splashthat.com
DTSTART:20210111T190000Z
DTEND:20210111T193000Z
SUMMARY :New Government January 11
DESCRIPTION:For more information - https://newgovtjanl1.spla
shthat.com
LOCATION:Washington DC 20071
END:VEVENT
END:VCALENDAR

Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>
Recipient: [D)(6) Pstate.gov>
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BEGIN:VCALENDAR
PRODID:-//Splash Event Planning System
VERSION:2.0
METHOD:PUBLISH
BEGIN:VEVENT
DTSTAMP:20210108T2244412
UID:eabf42e0f60a2¢0577d204a14510b6181¢c2e3a88@newgovtjanl 1.sp
lashthat.com
URL:https://newgovtjanl 1.splashthat.com
DTSTART:20210111T190000Z
DTEND:20210111T193000Z
SUMMARY :New Government January 11
DESCRIPTION:For more information - https://newgovtjanl1.spla
shthat.com
LOCATION:Washington DC 20071
END:VEVENT
END:VCALENDAR

Sender: Washington Post Live <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
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From: Katherine Q'Hearn <washpostlive@washpost.com>
To: |(D)(6) dOstate.gov>

Subiect: Last day to register: WashPost's Global Women’s Summit with Ukrainian first lady
1ECE - Olena Zelenska, Hillary Clinton, Vivek Murthy and more

Date: Sun, 13 Nov 2022 15:01:39 +0000

Sender: Katherine O'Hearn <washpostlive@washpost.com>
Recipient: |h)(6 state.gov>



98



99



100



101



102



103



104



105



106



107



108



FL-2023-00013  A-00000598468

Xz

Terms, conditions, and privacy statement

© 2022 Thomson Reuters. All rights reserved.

3 Times Square, New York, NY 10036

Sender: Reuters <account@reuters.com:
Recipient: (b)(6) Dstate.gov>

"UNCLASSIFIED"
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From: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
YN [@state.qov>;
l(b)(6) @state.gov>;
D)(6) pstate.gov>;
(h)6) [@state.gov>;
(bY(6) [@state.gov>;
[T Bstate.gov>;
(b)) [@state.gov>;
Corina Rebegea [rhyi&) Rcepa.org>;
Sarah Cook i@ @FreedomHouse.org>;
To: Danielle Cave [frvay ____ Jdaspi.org.au>;
* Rachael Owen {myvey _____ [@aspi.org.au>;

Alex Joske {rway  Iaspi.org.au>;

Tom Baker {{h\( [@iwpr.net>;

Alan Davis {/hY/ [@iwpr.net>;

Vonda Wolcott {imvay [@iwpr.net>;

[h) Bme.com {fry J@me.com>;

Off.cuni.cz [(hy®) ____|@ff.cuni.cz>;
Baybars Orsek[fnyray  Japoynter.org>;

[ J@poynter.org fhyal@poynter.org>;
[b)BY__Joceip.org [mva——Jaceip.org>

(h /Y [@state.gov>;
YA Pstate.gov>;

€C: Alan Davis (h\(ﬁ |wpr net>;
G @poynter org [(b\(6) | @poynter org>;
(b)(6) [Ppoynter.org (b)(6) |@poynter.org>
Subject: GEC FY21 Strategy for Engagement in Europe
Date: Thu, 5 Nov 2020 14:46:05 +0000

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting
il(b)(?)(E) | United States, Spokane (Toll)
Conference ID: () {7 E)
Apologies for the multiple updates. We've added a new Teams line that includes a phone dial-in
option. Looking forward to speaking with you all later today.
Please find appended below an agenda for tomorrow's discussion. We look forward to speaking
with you all.
/7
With a new fiscal year and a full slate of programs in execution globally, the GEC China team
invites you to join a discussion as we look ahead to our efforts in Europe in FY21,
We hope this discussion can be candid, informal, and focused on how we can bring our unique
capabilities to bear to support our efforts to counter PRC malign influence in Europe. We look
forward to hearing your thoughts on where we've made progress, where gaps remains, and
things we should keep in mind as put together our programmatic strategy for FY21.
Global Engagement Center China Directorate
Agenda for FY21 Strategy for Engagement in Europe Roundtable
November 5, 2020
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Participants:

Global Engagement Center
(b)(6)

Australian Strategic Policy Institute
Danielle Cave
Rachael Owen
Alex Joske

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Evan Feigenbaum
Erik Brattberg

Center for European Policy Analysis
Edward Lucas
Corina Rebegea

Freedom House
Sarah Cook

Institute for War and Peace Reporting
Alan Davis
Tom Baker
Vonda Wolcott

Poynter Institute
Baybars Orsek
Ferdi Ozsoy

Sinopsis
Martin Hala

Agenda (all times in EST):
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14:00 — 14:05 Welcome remarks and GEC/China strategic landscape

» [(b)(6) | GEC/China Director

14:05 — 14:25 Research and networking activities in Europe

¢ Each participant summarizes their relevant work in Europe as it
relates to the GEC (max three minutes per organization),
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proceeding in alphabetical order as shown in the Participants list.
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14:25 - 14:55

Open discussion

partners?

e How can we ensure these activities are complementary?
o How much overlap is there among our European network

e Are there opportunities to amplify each other’s work to maximize
counter-propaganda and -disinformation impact?
e How do we create sustained impact?

14:55 -15:00

Synthesis, closing remarks, next steps

[(b)(B)

| GEC/China Director

Sender:

Recipient:

(b)(6)

[@state.gov>

bl(6)

Dstate.gov>;

(BY(6)

|@state.gov>;

(BY(6)

bstate.gov> ;

(B)(6)

state.gov>;

(B)(6)

state.gov>;

(B)(6)

|@state.gov>;

[FRYRY

[@state.gov>;

Corina Rebegea {{h\iaY ____ |@cepa.org>;
Sarah Cook {{h\(6 [@FreedomHouse.org>;

Danielle Cave
Rachael Owen

1 hi{ 6 [Daspi.org.au>;
Daspi.org.au>;

Alex Joske [fhy/A) aspi.org.au>;
Tom Baker {ry [@iwpr.net>;

Alan Davis
Vonda Wolcott

fhye [@iwpr.net>;

b6 iwpr.net>;

[(hyv @mE.COITI i _Pme.com>;

T

[@ff.cuni.cz [fryaY |@ff.cuni.cz>;

Baybars Orsek

(Y&

gy Ppoynter.org>;
[0\ [@poynter.org {~_I@poynter.org>;
imiay___ldceip.org [[B)(6) Mceip.org>;

Qstate.gov>;

T

[Gstate.gov>;

Alan Davis <(h\(A ®iwpr.net>;

(h\(m%poynter.org 1
(DY(6) [@poynter.org 4

T %poynter.org> ;
(b)(B) [@poynter.org>
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From: Gabrielle Settles {(b)(6) |opoynter.org>
To: <Mediarequests@state.gov>
Subject: Fwd: PolitiFact Article Query to Deputy Director William Malzahn
Date: Wed, 27 Oct 2021 10:17:35 -0400

Good morning,

My name is Gabrielle Settles, and I'm a reporter for PolitiFact (here's a bit more about me). Part
of my role is to fact check and report on claims that go viral on social media. I'm currently fact
checking a TikTok post claiming that the Biden Administration wants to create an intemational
committee to decide if Second Amendment rights need to be altered or cancelled. Here's
the link to that post.

From what I've researched, | believe this claim stems from the |etter that GOP senators
wrote to the Biden Administration to ask for clarification of remarks from Deputy Director
for Conventional Arms Threat Reduction, William Malzahn, at the Seventh Conference
of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty. They wrote that Malzahn indicated an
intention to rejoin the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty, which they wrote is misguided
and would subject Second Amendment rights to an international committee.

I'm hoping that you can connect me with Mr. Malzahn or a representative of his office to
give comments for the record today and answer a few questions below.

1. Is the claim that the Biden Admin wants to create an international committee to
oversee Second Amendment rights true or false?

2. Can you please confirm that this transcript is of your remarks at the Seventh
Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty?

3. If the above are your remarks, were you highlighting plans from the Biden
administration to join the Arms Trade Treaty? If not, can you describe what you were
referring to?

4. Does the Biden administration have any plans to join the Arms Trade Treaty?

Thanks very much for your time. If Mr. Malzahn or a representative would be able to
give responses today, that would be most helpful. I'm happy to give someone a call if
they'd prefer to answer these questions by phone.

Gabrielle Settles

PolitiFact Reporter
https://www.politifact.comy/
[(b)(6) |

Twitter: @settEMup
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From: [(b)(6) l@state.gov>

To: Baybars Orsek [(b)(6) Ppoynter.org>
Subject: Fact-Check Org Connect Question

Date: Thu, 4 Mar 2021 18:51:00 +0000

Dear Baybars,

Hoping this finds you well.[[p)(Jfrom GEC here. It's been a while since we last spoke -- just in
case it's been too long, | cover Latin America and the Caribbean for the China team.

| had a quick question that | thought you might have some insights into -- my colleagues in our
regional bureau were hoping to convene a virtual meet and greet for a small number of U.S.
and Brazilian fact-checking orgs. They're looking to get in touch with folks from the following
orgs: AFP Fact Check USA, PolitiFact, Snopes, and The Washington Post Fact Checker.

Would you happen to have connections to folks in these orgs? If so, please let me know how
this can best be facilitated. Please let me know if you have any questions, and please feel free
to give my cell a ring if easiest.

v/,

(b)(6) |
Program Analyst

GEC | DOS | KTG Contractor

Cel:ihydy |

(b)(6)  |@state.gov

Sender: [(b)(6) I@state.gov>
Recipient: Baybars Orsek |{b)(6) [@poynter.org>
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From: Katherine Q'Hearn <washpostlive@washpost.com>

To: [bY6) dstate.gov>

Subiect: Exclusive Invitation: Washington Post Live in-person climate change event 9/20
ject: [Response Requested]

Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2022 17:30:56 +0000
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Sender: Katherine O'Hearn <washpostlive@washpost.com>

Recipient: [b)(6) dstate.gov>



118



FL-2023-00013 A-00000598408 "UNCLASSIFIED" 4/24/2023 127 119

When

Date: October 28, 2021
Time: 0900 GMT (5 a.m. Eastern)
Regisier here

Date: October 28, 2021
Time: 2 p.m. Eastern (1700 GMT)
Regisier here

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the webinar.

Please feel free to share this invitation with anyone from your staff who
might be interested in these topics.

Thank you in advance for your participation.

Nancy Nussbaum
E Global Director of Engagement

Need any help? Talk to us.
We're open 24/7

LEditorial Support (editorial questions and requests, on-the-day and
planning)

Customer Suppori (technical queries, access and account issues,
account creation)

I — 1

The Associated Press is an independent global news organization
dedicated to factual reporting. Founded in 1846, AP today remains the
most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all formats and
the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news
business. More than half the world’s population sees AP journalism
every day.

i 2021 The Associated Fress. All rights reserved
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200 Liberty St New York, NY 10251

Contact us

d

Sender: Nancy Nussbaum [(D)(6) @ap.org>
Recipient: |b)(6) [@state.gov>
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From: Nicola Aitken {{b)(6) | @fullfact.org>
SentVia: disinfo@googlegroups.com
To: disinfo@googlegroups.com
Subject: [disinfogroup] Full Fact: Facebook Third-Party Fact-Checking report 2020
Date: Thu, 17 Dec 2020 11:36:31 +0000

Hi all,

| am very pleased to say that Full Fact, the UK's independent fact checking charity, has
today published two reports, both of which | have attached below.

Report on the Facebook Third-Party Fact-Checking programme

The first report details our experience of participating in the TPFC programme over the
past 18 months. We wrote this report to build transparency around the programme so
that people can reach informed judgements and others can learn from it. This report
only covers Full Fact's experience of the programme and does not describe or evaluate
the experience of other fact checkers in the programme.

We make seven recommendations, four of which are specifically aimed at Facebook
and how the programme functions.

The other three are recommendations for all internet companies:
e Recommendation 5: Provide machine readable data to fact checking partners
» Recommendation 6: Share a register of emerging potentially harmful
misinformation trends with governments and other relevant official bodies
» Recommendation 7: Implement greater transparency around the use of Al in
claim matching

Challenges of Online Fact Checking

The second report is a research report on the experiences of fact checkers in tackling
online misinformation. This is based on interviews with nineteen fact checkers across
the globe, and includes ideas for helping to address some of the most common
challenges, with a focus on technology and internet company partnerships.

All of our reports are also published on our website. We'd be very happy to discuss our
findings further with anyone who is interested.
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Best wishes,
Nicola

Nicola Aitken
Policy Munager

Fla b AN

Full Fact

fullfact.org
Twitter » Favebook » Linhedin

A registered charity (no. 1158683) and a non-profit campany (no. 6975984) limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales. 2
Cartlton Gardens, London, SW1Y SAA

Messages shared over this group should be considered private correspondence, not for external
circulation or publication without permission.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Disinformation
Research Group" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
disinfotunsubscribe@ googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit

https://groups. google.com/d/msgid/disinfo/CAQSgHeccDAHwWRxSCPh8souFFegDTTL68TOnE
QZ7IUmQSEONuQ%40mail.gmail.com.

Sender: Nicola Aitken {(D)(6) fullfact.org>; disinfo@goeoglegroups.com
Reacipient: disinfo@googlegroups.com
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

Semi-structured interviews were conducted over Zoom and telephone in
February and March 2020, and ran to around 90 minutes for each fact
checker, including for Full Fact. Themes included monitoring of online
claims, research, publication, distribution, the Facebook partnership and
working with internet companies mare generally, and fact checkers’ use of
technology. This was supplemented with unstructured calls with Full Fact’s
automated fact checking team, the International Fact-Checking Netwark,
ABC RMIT Fact Check, and Lead Stories’ Trendolizer.

Transcripts and field notes were then thematically analysed and
supplemented with further phone calls, emails or Slack communication.

We are grateful to Facebook for funding this report, and would like

to thank all the fact checkers and other colleagues who generously
contributed their time to this research.

fullfact.org 5
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

The practical challenges of fact checking are varied. Within the monitoring
and selection process, fact checkers are grappling with large poals

of potential claims to check, questions over how to define virality and
worries about whether cyber armies dre gaming reporting. Research also
presents numerous challenges, including constraints on the accessibility
of informaotion and the transparency of authorities, highly repetitive

claims and research tasks, and changes to or discontinuation of online
investigation tools. In terms of publishing and distribution, fact checkers
face challenges such as internet shutdowns, setting up new social media
channels and sustaining media partnerships.

While technology already assists fact checkers and could be put to further
use, particularly in terms of monitoring, claim matching, distribution and
managing communities, there are limits to its effectiveness. Some of the
challenges of anline fact checking are dependent on the political situatian
within a country, and are not resolvable using technology — such as
obtaining information from certain governments or lack of transparency
and access to information. Autamation is viewed with skepticism by

fact checkers. Many believe that the phrase “automated fact checking”
describes a project that misguidedly attempts to automate processes that
require human judgments — such as weighing the credibility of evidence or
recognising satire.

Up until now, fact checking organisations have generally reacted to
proposals from internet companies in a piecemeal and unsystematic way,
for example signing up individually to Facebook’s fact checking program
befare having joint discussions or asking collectively for certain canditians.
This is understandable given fact checkers’ small budgets and stretched
resources, and the frequent use of non-disclosure agreements. Many
organisations are struggling simply to keep their heads above water amid
a deluge of dubious claims, especially during the coronavirus epidemic.
This has left them without the time or capacity to address questions of
sustainability and risk, and whether or haw collective actian cauld protect
individual organisations in the long term.

Nevertheless, fact checkers now need to consider these questions. It is
vital that we identify where there are opportunities to work together more
effectively to protect fact checkers’ financial security and to ensure that
fact checkers are proactively determining how our work is re-used by third
parties in the online world beyond our websites.

fullfact.org 7



164



165



166



167



168



169



170



171



172



173



174



175



176



F1-2023-00013 A-00000598454 "UNCLASSIFIED" 4/24/2023 185 177

CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

Languages

The proportion of irrelevant content (such as music videos and celebrity
news) varies from country to country, but size of language seems to play
a role in both volume and relevance. Africa Check’s South African office
said that there might be a thousand items of content in English at any
given time, and just 50 items in isiZulu. Africa Check’s Senegal office
echoed this; “Facebook wouldn't understand a claim in Wolof [Senegal’s
local language]. Mast of the cantent is ads or opinion — you can't check it.
We have to manually look for topics to check. Facebook should improve
the tool in Wolof.” Fact Crescendo said that there can be “a lot of spam”
in Indian regional languages, and that “40-50% af the data in regional
languages is unrelated to fact checking,” while Factly said, “Regional
languages have a long way to go. We assume it's a priority, as we are
seeing an improvement.”

Some fact checkers reported seeing content from other countries which
speak the same language {e.g. another Spanish-speaking country), and
some said they see US-focused content that was not relevant to their
country’s context.

Other tools

While most fact checkers' preferred monitoring tools are CrowdTangle and
Facebook’s fact checking product, others include Google Alerts, Brand24,
Twitter advanced search, Buzzsumo and (paid-for toal) Trendalizer.

Fact checkers would benefit from subsidised or fully-paid subscriptions to
Trendolizer, which can help fact checkers to identify coordinated activity,
as well as identifying links to content removed by YouTube but still being
shared on the internet.

Automated claim spotting tools

Some fact checkers use automated toals develaped in hause or by
partners. Full Fact has claim-spotting tools that search media outlets,
some social media accounts, and UK Parliamentary transcripts.
Chequeada’s Chequeabot scans media outlets across the country.
PolitiFact uses ClaimBuster, which delivers a weekly run-down of
checkable claims which appeared in a transcript or other text.

fullfact.org 21
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

not checkable within the fact checker's political climate, or there's a lack of
data available against which to compare the claim.

Summary of main monitoring and
selection challenges and possible solutions
There are strategic challenges to monitoring, such as maintaining

balance when a divisive public figure is disseminating huge quantities of

disinformation, or when agents of misinformation develop new tactics to
adapt to the efforts of fact checkers and internet companies.

PolitiFact says, “We spend so much time checking President Trump: he
says so many incorrect things. It's really eaten into our time and ability to
check more narmal statements. When you have a leader who fabricates
to the extent that Trump does it's very hard to deal with. It's exhausting
people’'s capacity to discern.”

PesaCheck says that the trickiest part of monitoring is uncovering claims
from people who've found “creative ways to hide.” While they initially
caught people “off guard”, now PesaCheck’s monitoring researchers “have
to do more work to find false claims and get people to talk to them”.

There is no quick fix to these types monitoring challenges, and as
PolitiFact points out, “the response needs to come from many parts of
society.” But there are many areas where technology and tools could help
fact checkers to monitor faster, more fairly, and more thoroughly.

Volume ond relevance. Fact checkers must parse and discard
huge amounts of irrelevant information from different sources,
differentiating opinion from claim and sometimes encountering
distressing or dehumanising images and text. Internet companies
should continue to develop Als for identifying claims, and offer

a standardised way of evaluating this technology that will

probe different kinds of claims, topics, languages, formats, and
different political, media, and cultural contexts. Grant makers
should consider offering funds specifically to increase monitoring
capacity, especially as sources of misinformation increase along
with new or increasingly popular communication platforms.

Overemphasis on virality. Content surfaced by algorithms with
high engagement may not necessarily be checkable, and a focus

fullfact.org 30
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

How fact checkers treat the source of an
online claim

Many, but not all, fact checkers reach out ta the persan wha created

or shared the claim. Although this can have a negative impact an the
timeliness af publishing a fact check {an early fact check can help slaw
dawn the spread af a claim), the majarity af interviewees believe it is
important to attempt to contact claimants. Aos Fatos says, "Our pratacol
is to try to reach them”, while Ellinika Hoaxes sees it as an “extremely
important” part of the process, as a claim can be ambiguous or interpreted
in different ways.

Generally, the fact checkers we interviewed make a distinction between
private citizens and public figures, and only identify the latter. There is a
difference between someone with a few hundred followers who posts an
inaccurate image which accidentally goes viral, and misinformers who
repeatedly share false informatian. Full Fact tends tawards “giving peaple
the benefit of the doubt”, and PolitiFact and Africa Check try to avoid
public shaming. Teyit and Aos Fatos redacts user names, saying, "We take

However, almost all fact checkers see identifying the source of a claim as
the key to fact checking it. Africa Check in Senegal describes identifying
the source as “50% of the work”, while Full Fact says it is “Number 17 in
the process. Fact Crescendo says, “Once the saurce is known, you can
easily debunk a piece of misinformation. You can see where the past
travelled and how it propagated.” PesaCheck describes the source as “an
important starting point — it helps you understand who to reach out to for
clarification”. Knowing the history of a public figure — for example if they
have mode a lot of inflammatory statements — “helps us know what tone
to take."

Sometimes, though, it is not possible to find the source of a claim — for
example viral posts which pop up in multiple places, or posts from
WhatsApp. Maldita.es says, “Most of the misinfarmation we check starts
in WhatsApp. Sometimes you can guess whose agenda it is, but you can't
track the source down.” Dubowa says, “We usually prioritise identifying
the source, but because af haw misinfarmation morphs it can be really
difficult to track.”

fullfact.org 34
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

fullfact.org

Training editoriol stoff. Staff must often be trained fram scratch,
yet many organisations do not have a codified training system.
Fact checkers should ask to examine training outlines and
materials from Teyit and Fact Crescendo and consider whether
these could be translated and adapted for different local contexts.

Finding the source of cloims in closed platforms. In closed
platforms like WhatsApp, it is sometimes not possible to find

the source of the claim, which can considerably slow down the
research process or result in a conclusion that the claim can

be neither proved nor disproved. Possible sclutions to explore
include developing image searching software, and introducing
user reporting on WhatsApp and providing fact checkers with
anonymised information about when claims began to emerge on
the platform.
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

general information and fact checks, as well as sub-topics like science
and immigration.

Fitting the whole fact check in ¢ single image, GIF or
short video

Fact checkers cannot control where images go once they are published
online. This means it's important to make sure that all the important
information is in the image - including sources — sa that people can
understand the fact check without knowing the fact checker’'s website
address, or even knowing the fact checker at all.

Fact Crescendo, which operates across India, Sri Lanka and Myanmar,
ensures the entire fact check is downlaadable in a single image.
PesaCheck, operating in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzanig, also designs
WhatsApp-friendly content in image, GIF and short video formats. The
aim is ta make the fact check self-cantained and aveoid making users click
on links.

WhatsApp does not provide metrics to track consumption
and engagement

Like other fact checkers, PesaCheck says they have no idea of the impact
of their efforts an WhatsApp, since WhatsApp daes nat allaw publishers
to track engagement. Africa Check, which also uses WhatsApp ta
distribute fact checks, said that it is not possible to establish a clear
picture of impact, since WhatsApp metrics are minimal — for example,
there is na way ta tell whether scmeone has forwarded your voice nate
to other groups or individuals.

Press partnerships and syndication

Many af the fact checkers we spoke to have media partnerships with
braadcasters and print media. Their media will take online fact checks
justas happily as fact checks of politicians’ claims. Challenges include
sustaining a long term partnership and drop aff of media interest outside
of election periods.

Maldita.es has collaborations with radio, TV and digital media, and saves

these spaces ta pramote fact checks of the misinfarmation with the
highest impact. PesaCheck has a syndication partnership with The Star,

fullfact.org 55
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CHALLENGES OF ONLINE FACT CHECKING

such important schemas will hopefully ensure they have the greatest
impact when operating at a global scale.

While it is questionable that every fact checking organisatian would want
to engage with these discussions if given the chance, and acknowledging
that these conversations are fast maving, there is roam for improvement
on the current approach. Those in active positions in this cammunity
should work together to create a public roadmap for engagement with the
international community on ClaimReview, MediaReview and any future
schemas under discussian, and consider the risks of engaging only with
small groups of fact checkers in a single political context. In line with this,
Full Fact is supporting the work currently being led by the International
Fact-Checking Network ta initiate a structured canversatian among fact
checkers from all over the world, to ensure everyone can contribute equally
to decisions that affect all of us.

Technical resources

In 2018, Full Fact talked to around 80 fact checkers about their training
needs around ClaimReview and autamation in general. As part af this
project, Full Fact helped one organisation to recover control of their
website after they were held hostage by their former developers, and also
helped several fact checkers upgrade their sites, since they didn't have the
rescurces to complete this themselves.

One fact checker says that an tap of their normal wark, implementing
ClaimReview is one thing too many to learn: "Most of our journalists are
not tech savvy — they don’t even work with HTML. And we don’t have a
technical staffer who can teach us”

Fact checkers with fewer technical resources and skills should be
supported to gain confidence and contribute to discussions about Schema.
org, so that perspectives from multiple political and linguistic contexts

are considered.

Confusion over how ClaimReview interacts with search results

Fact checkers expressed confusion about if ClaimReview interacts with
SEO. One organisation said, “We assumed that ClaimReview would
improve our SEO. But sometimes our fact checks don't get highlighted

in search results — we don't really understond why.” Another described
adding CloimReview correctly to a fact check, checking what search
results came up for keywords a user might be searching for, and seeing
that the top five search results were for folse news websites. Another soid
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Internet shutdowns. It is hard or impossible to reach your
audience when governments close the internet or block your
website. Grantmakers shauld fund tools to unblack the internet
and effective campaigns for internet freedom.

Online harassment. This can range from trolls flooding comments
and spamming fact checkers accounts, to serious threats of
violence, sexual assault and death, ar coordinated attacks from
cyber armies. Internet companies should provide fast-track
reporting mechanisms for fact checkers, and the International
Fact-Checking Netwark shauld work with fact checkers in
different regions to develop private guidance to support those
experiencing harassment.

Variation in fact check data requirements of different internet
companies’ products. Facebook’s fact checking product

and ClaimReview have similaor but not identical data fields,
meaning that any fact checker using both to scale their work
online must carry out separate data entry and adapt their fact
checks twice for these products. As other internet companies
increasingly become interested in fact checks as a way to identify,
cantextualise and reduce the spread of misinformation on their
platforms, it is important for fact checkers to protect staff time
and resources from being spent unnecessarily on manual data
entry. This requires a collective discussion within the industry.
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fact checkers must carry out time-consuming basic manual data entry on
multiple third party platforms such as Facebook's fact checking product
or ClaimReview schema, submitting slightly different data or adapting to
different formats each time. This unnecessary duplication is a waste of
skilled fact checkers’ time, and could be avoided with better coordination
between internet companies. There are also missed opportunities to
remunerate fact checkers' important contributions towards the reduction
of harmful misinformation online.

The coronavirus pandemic has led some internet companies to act more
strongly on misinformation and to provide their users better occess

to reliable information. It is clear that there is plenty of appetite to

explore how fact checkers and internet companies can work together

to increase their individual effectiveness in identifying and acting upon
misinformation, as well as bolstering democracies and freedom of speech.

Internet companies need to increase transparency about how they

tackle misinformation, and invest much more in engagement with fact
checkers. But fact checkers also need to step up our efforts to proactively,
constructively and collectively shape how internet companies respond to
the evolving challenges of online misinfarmation in future.

Inaccurate and misleading content disseminated
by politicians

In many countries, peliticians have large presences on Facebook or other
social media platforms, carry out extensive online campaigning. and in
some cases employ unofficial cyber armies to push messages.

Many interviewees said they see claims from politicians as part of the
online information ecosystem. Aos Fatos says that in Brazil, “We're living
in an environment where political discourse is tight with misinformation.
When we fact check one part of this equation and leave the other free,

we don't really solve the problem.” Rappler echoes this, saying, “A lot of
things here are political — the lines between misinformation and politics are
very blurred.”

Facebook currently exempts speech by politicians from its fact checking
programme. This exemption is based on Facebook’s belief in free
expression and respect for the democratic process: the company does
not want to adjudicate political debates or stop politicians’ speech from
reaching audiences. Facebook argues that this would leave people less
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There is a wide range of attitudes to the Facebook programme among
fact checkers. Most organisations we spoke to reported neither extreme
disappointment nor extreme satisfaction with the programme. There is
exasperation among fact checkers who are annoyed about Facebook’s
perceived inability or unwillingness to fix bugs in the tool, to provide
more transparency, and to put fact checkers in the driving seat of
product changes.

However, the majority af arganisations working with Facebook — and
those who are not - see a clear value and impact in the programme itself,
and seem to have positive working relationships with their regional points
of contact that go beyond seeing Facebook as an important source of
income. Many also believe Facebook sees the programme as valuable too.

The programme has a financial and editorial impact on fact checkers'
work. There are numerous benefits, including increased visibility of
trending misinformation, growth in audience and impact, an open line

to Facebook, and a closer-knit community of fact checkers. The areas

for improvement include communication, transparency, increased
engagement of fact checkers outside the US, the practical challenges and
difference in ethas around checking political speech, and more support
for fact checkers experiencing partnership-related online or political
harassment. The next section of this report goes into more detail on these
effects, benefits and areas for improvement.

Financial and editorial effects of Facebook’s Third-
Party Fact-Checking programme

Financial dependency

The money that comes with Facebook’s Third-Party Fact-Checking
programme has been transformative to many organisations. Many
have been able to hire more staff, build up reserves, launch in other
countries or languages, make longer-term plans, expand offices or buy
expensive software.

However, many organisations, in particular newer ones, would be left

vulnerable to closure if the programme ended. Some fact checkers said
that their jobs are tied to the programme funding.
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media go from antagonistic to positive: “When they get flagged as false,
they're not able to monetise. They get scared, but then ask us to come in
and train staff in the essentials of verification and fact checking, and how
misinformation works."

An open line to Facebook

Fact checkers said that they had initially had problems engaging with
Facebook, and that the partnership has helped them to have a more open
relationship. One fact checker even cited this as the main reason to keep
the partnership: “They need to see what we're seeing, and we need this
structured conversation”.

Attracting new, different readers

Many fact checkers said that the programme had helped them expand
their audience. Politifact says, “every time we rate something, it's
essentially a push notification to thousands of people who weren't
readers before”. Full Fact said, “we're reaching people who don't care
about political fact checking or PMQs [Prime Minister’s Questions, the
weekly parliamentary session where the Prime Minister is questioned

by the Leader of the Opposition and other MPs])”. Chequeado sees the
programme as a gateway: “There are 33 million Facebook users in
Argentina: if they start with debunking and then branch out, we're getting
readers that we wouldn't get otherwise.”

A closer-knit community

Although Facebook’s partners are part of the International Fact-Checking
Network which runs community-building activities, the programme
appears to have brought fact checkers even closer together. La Silla

Vacia says: “We do other types of reporting so we aren’t as invested

in the International Fact-Checking Network as other fact checkers. The
programme has increased our feeling of being part of a community of fact
checkers.” A European fact checker described collaborating on a fact check
with a colleague in the same region: “| only know them because Facebook
has flown us to the same conference”.
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Teyit’'s crowd-powered website: educating users as they
participate in monitoring and research

Teyit is making a new website where people can add claims to the
website, as well as evidence to support a fact check. “Internally, we spend
a lot of time improving our software to decrease work time. Misinformation
spreads faster than the truth, so we have to be really quick.” Users can
send messages, open cases and add evidence, for example uploading
PDFs. The platform can automatically archive links. Teyit's staff can see
reports and who shared the information. Teyit sees the tool as a mirror for
its website: “people can see what our writers are working on.”

The tool also has an educational aspect. Users get points when they
complete training and educational materials. After that they can open
claims and rate evidence. Teyit sees it as vital to combine techneology with
people: “Just using technology didn't help us. Tech is meaningful when you
use people - it's important te change pecple with technolegy.”

Africa Check’'s WhatsApp chat bot: crowdsourcing WhatsApp
misinformation via reader requests

Africa Check is working with technolegy non-profit Meedan to create

a personalised WhatsApp messaging service. Users can forward
information they want checked to a chatbot. Africa Check researches the
claim and then sends it back with a link to evidence and basic information
about where the claim originated and where it was published.

First Draft’s coronavirus search trends: briefings on trending
coronavirus searches

First Draft provided a weekly briefing on online signals about coronavirus,
based on: a Google Trends coronavirus dashboard showing the most
popular topics that people have searched; a questions hub where users
can flag questions they haven't been able to find the content they are
searching for; and social media monitoring of posts shared on Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and Reddit, or via closed messaging apps.
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From: "Nakashima, Ellen" [(D)(6) l@washpost.com>
To: |(b)(6) |@state.gov>
Subject: Trying to reach you re GEC
Date: Fri, 16 Oct 2020 14:40:54 +0000

Hi,[D)(&) ]

I’'m a reporter with The Washington Post. Just left a message on your cell phone. I'm trying to reach you
about what | hear are some upcoming releases by the GEC. Can you be in touch? I'm at|(b)(6)

Many thanks,

Ellen

Ellen Nakashima

National Security reporter

The Washington Post

(b)(6) work)
ttps.//www.washingtonpost.com/people/ellen-nakashima/

Sender: "Nakashima, Ellen” |(b)(6) Pwashpost.com>
Recipient: ((D)(6) Mstate.gov>
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them. That application window closes next Friday at midnight - no action needed from your side since
post will need to be the one to submit the proposal.
Thanks,

(b)(6)

Foreign Affairs Officer
Global Engagement Center
U.S. Department of State

(b)(6) |@state.gov

Alanna Dvorak
International Training Manager/IFCN

The_Poynter Institute
ph:|(b)(6) |
|(b)(6) I@Qoynter.org
www.poynter.orq
sender: (b)(6) [@state.gov>
. . Alanna Dvorakkb)(@ bDovnter.org:»;
Recipient: |(b)(6) @state.gov:»
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